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LETTER 


T  O 


MONSIEUR  LE  COMTE  DE  C 


SIR, 

X  HE  favourable  opinion  you 
are  pleafed  to  exprefs  of  my  Travels, 
ought  not,  I  am  afraid,  to  be  attri- 
buted to  their  merit,  but  folely  to 
Vol.  I.  a  that 
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that  zeal  for  the  general  interefts 
of  men,  and  the  encouragement  of 
the  public  fervice,  by  which  you 
are  eminently  diftinguifhed. 

It  was  never  my  intention  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  criticifm  of  ftrangers  the 
faults  and  imperfedions  of  my  ftyle, 
which,  I  confefs,  has  often  appeared 
defeélive  to  myfelf  ;  and  nothing  but 
your  authority  could  have  engaged 
me  in  the  defign  of  putting  my 
crude  diary  in  order.  Monf.  le 
Comte  de  Buffon  and  you  have, 
unfortunately  perhaps  for  me, 
over-ruled    my  judgment.       Your 

friend  ihip, 


THE    COUNT     DE    C.  v 

friendship,  and  the  very  flattering 
fuffrage  of  that  excellent  genius, 
fo  juftly  celebrated  in  the  annals  of 
literary  fame,  for  his  taflie,  for  his 
precifion,  and  for  that  incompara- 
ble pencil  with  which  he  has  traced 
the  Hiftory  of  Nature,  could  not 
fail  to  feduce  me.  Neverthelefs, 
to  confent  that  my  Travels  fhall 
be  offered  to  the  perufal  of  the 
public,  mufl  be  a  very  perilous 
compliance  ;  but  be  it  fo,  for,  how- 
ever unaffecftedly  diffident  of  my- 
felf,  I  cannot  decline  yielding  to 
your  requeft.  It  is  unneceffary  to 
fay,  that  I  have  no  pretenlions 
a  2  whatever 
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whatever  to  the  qualities  expeâ- 
ed  in  an  author;  that  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  adlive  life  has  afforded  me 
neither  time  nor  opportunity  to  ac- 
quire them  ;  and  therefore  in  the 
following  pages  I  prefume  only  to 
give  a  fimple  and  inartificial  de- 
fcription  of  objeds,  as  they  im- 
preffed  themfelves  upon  my  own 
mind.  But,  Sir,  will  the  public 
have  the  fame  candour  and  indul- 
gence with  you  ?  Will  they,  for 
the  fake  of  fimple  and  unadorned 
truth,  excufe  the  ftyle  of  a  military 
man,  who  has  been  long  a  wanderer 
in  wild  and  favage  countries  ;  who 
4  feeks 
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feeks  only  to  convey  his  fentiments 
to  the  reader  without  confulion  ; 
and  who,  little  concerned  for  the 
ornaments  of  compofition,  is,  of  all 
literary  talents,  ambitious  of  per- 
fpicuity  alone  ?  This  work  is  the 
produdlion  neither  of  a  philofopher, 
nor  of  a  man  verfant  in  letters  ;  it 
is  the  plain  relation  of  a  traveller, 
the  friend  of  man  and  of  nature, 
who  afiFedls  not  the  applaufe  of 
deep  fagacity,  but  rather  that  of 
candid  and  common  obfervation. 
In  confidering  perfons,  manners, 
and  things,  the  natural  fenfibility 
of  my  mind  frequently  gives  occa- 
a  3  lion 
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fion   to  reflexions,    which  I   have 
no  doubt  muft  claim  the  reader's 
indulgence  ;    and,    if  he  is  kindly 
difpofed   to  be  my   companion   in 
the  courfe  of  long  and  painful  tra- 
vels,   which    I    undertook    in    the 
hope    and   very    earneft    deflre    of 
ferving  my  country,   as  well  as  of 
gratifying  the    early  and  innocent 
propenfities  of  my  own  mind,  I  am 
confident  the  indulgence    I    folicit 
will  not  be  withheld. 

I  am  foon  to  fail  for  France  :  My 
health  is  much  improved,  and  the 
continuance  of  war  renders  my  pre- 

fence 
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fence  necefiaryat  home.  But,  infpite 
of  the  very  lincere  pleafure  I  have  in 
the  profpeâ:  of  meeting  with  my 
friend,  I  cannot,  though  my  abfence 
fhould  only  prove  temporary,  part 
without  extreme  regret  from  my  de- 
lightful valley  of  Baradaire.  Alas  ! 
the  beauty  of  this  climate,  and  the 
peaceful  rural  borders  of  my  river, 
accord  more  with  my  feelings  than 
the  noify  and  contentious  fcenes 
which  await  me  in  Europe.  In 
the  conftancy  and  refources  of  your 
friendfhip  alone  I  can  hope  to  be 
compenfated  for  the  ferene  pleafures 
I  muft  relinquifh  v/ith  my  prefent 

retreat. 
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retreat. 1  have  the  honour  to 

be,  with  fentiments  the  moft  fincere 
and  refpeétful, 

SIR, 

^aradaire,  in  St.  Domingo^ 
lOthMay  1780. 

Your  moft  humble. 
And  moft  obedient  fervant. 
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PART       I. 

A  VOYAGE  WESTWARD  FROM  THE  COAST  OF 
FRANCE,  CROSSING  THE  ATLANTIC,  AMERICA, 
THE  SOUTH  SEA,  AND  THE  CHINESE  ARCHIPE-' 
LAGO,  TO  THE  ISLAND  OF  JAVA. 


CHAP.      I. 

Concerning  the  ObjeBs  and  Motives  of  the 
following  'Travels» 

BEFORE  I  proceed  to  the  narrative 
of  my  Voyage  round  the  Globe,  I  have 
only  to  obferve  that,  invited  by  certain  cir- 
cumilances  relative  to  my  private  views,  as 
well  as  the  fervice  of  the  navy,  in  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  engaged,  I  conceived 
the  defign  of  exploring  the  Indian  feas  by  a 
Weftern  navigation. 

Vol,  I»  B  Secondly, 
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Secondly,  it  was  my  intention,  turning  my 
face  towards  the  north,  to  traverfe  China 
and  Tartary,  and  having  penetrated  as  far 
as  the  coaft  of  Kamtfchatka,  to  dired  my 
induftry  in  the  Une  of  the  Ruffian  Ihores  to 
the  difcovery  of  the  north-wefl:  paflage. 

To  ftudy  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of 
thofe  northern  tribes,  to  affiime  their  drefs 
and  charaâ:er,  and,  by  attending  them  in 
all  their  expeditions,  to  move  on  from  one 
village  to  another  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
ocean,  were  the  very  fimple  means  by  which 
I  hoped  to  accompliih  this  laft  part  of  my 
plan.  I  had  little  doubt  of  meeting  this 
great  objedl  of  nautical  invelligation  fome- 
where  on  the  northern  confines  of  Siberia; 
or,  if  the  continuity  of  land  conducted  me  in- 
to the  polar  regions  of  America,  I  fhould  at 
leafl  have  the  fatisfadion  to  afcertain  the 
abfolute  impoffibility  of  any  fuch  commu- 
nication :  but  being  unable  to  obtain,  as 
will  afterwards  be  mentioned,  introduc- 
tory letters  from  the  miffionaries  of  Luco- 
nia  to  their  friends  in  the  Chinefe  domi- 
nions, I  was  under  the  neceffity  of  defifting 
from  this  part  of  my  intended  expedition. 
I  uféd,  from  the  very  early  years  of  child- 
hood. 
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liood,  to  read  with  lively  emotion  the  rela- 
tions of  travellers  who  had  been  engagd  in 
the  difcovery  of  unknown  countries  ;  and 
at  a  more  mature  age  the  conquefts  of  Eu- 
ropean nations  in  the  two  Indies>  and  the 
adventures  of  the  Ruffians  in  the  northern 
parts  of  that  vafl  empire,  awaked  my  ambi^ 
tion  for  fimilar  enterprizes  ;  but  above  all, 
an  ardent  deiire  to  furvey  Nature's  works 
in  the  native  charms  with  which  they  came 
from  the  hand  of  the  Creator,  became  in 
me  a  principle  of  adion,  and  obtained  en* 
tire  poiTeflion  of  my  mind=  I  was  much 
perfuaded  that  inconflancy,  impatience,  and 
a  croud  of  idle  and  artificial  wants,  incident 
to  men  who,  by  reafon  of  their  birth  and 
education,  have  been  exclufively  invefted 
with  the  command  of  every  important  ex- 
pedition, would  eafily  account  for  the  little 
advantage  derived  to  the  public  from  many 
preceding  voyages.  Hence  I  was  inclined 
to  infer,  that  a  hardy  and  laborious  manner 
of  life,  maintained  with  fortitude  and  perfe- 
verance,  were  the  only  probable  means  of 
rendering  the  toil  and  induftry  of  the  tra- 
veller of  fome  benefit  to  mankind  :  and, 
B  a  having 
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having  an  opinion  that  man  is  free  from 
mahce,  innocent,  and  inoffenfive,  in  propor- 
tion as  he  is  removed  from  the  arts  of  a 
refined  and  luxurious  age,  an  extreme  lim- 
phcity  in  tny  w^hole  condud;  and  charadler, 
however  difliked  by  the  fallidious  tafle  of 
the  pohflied  European,  promifed  to  be  my 
beft  recommendations  to  rude  and  unin- 
formed minds.  In  thefe  views,  I  loft  fight 
of  every  difficulty  before  me,  reflected  on 
the  outlines  of  my  plan  with  all  the  ardour 
of  enthufiafm,  and  was  only  folicitous  for 
an  opportunity  of  carrying  it  into  effed:. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  my  mind,  when, 
in  the  year  1766,  my  duty  as  an  officer 
called  me  from  Rochfort  to  the  ifland  of 
St.  Domingo,  concerning  which  I  have 
nothing  to  obferve,  fince  that  country,  as 
well  as  the  navigation  thither,  have  been 
long  fufficiently  known  to  the  public. 

In  obedience  to  thofs  maxims,  by  means 
of  which  I  hoped  to  efcape  the  mifcar^ 
riages  of  former  travellers,  I  began  to  train 
myfeif  to  habits  of  life  as  fimple  and  fevere 
as  new  to  my  experience  ;  a  courfe  of  dif- 
cipline,  however,  1  will  fairly  own,  rather 

impofed 
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împofed  by  neceffity  than  embraced  from 
choice,  having  neither  fortune  nor  credit 
that  could  enable  me  to  execute  the  travels 
I  had  in  viev/,  among  nations  either  wholly 
favage,  little  civilized,  or  for  particular  rea- 
fons  impatient  of  ftrangers,  in  the  eafy  and 
convenient  manner  I  could  have  wiflied.  I 
now  haftened  to  the  accomplifhment  of  my 
favourite  plan,  with  every  degree  of  alacrity 
and  difpatch,  confident  with  the  regard  I 
owed  to  the  fervice  ;  and  being  invited  by 
circumftances  I  might  never  have  found 
equally  propitious  to  my  defign  in  any  other 
place  than  Cape  François,  I  refolved  to  de- 
part. 

I  embarked  in  a  French  vefTel  bound  to 
New  Orleans,  relying  for  fuccefs  in  fubmif- 
fion  to  Providence,  on  my  auftere  habits  of 
life,  courage,  and  perfeverance,  whereby  I 
hoped  to  overcome  ail  the  toil  and  fatigue  of 
my  travels,  and  even  the  hardfhips  of  bodily 
labour,  when  on  any  occafion  circumftances 
might  render  it  expedient.  New  Orleans 
had  lately  been  ceded  to  the  Spaniards,  but 
ftill  I  was  in  hopes  it  might  be  pofTible  to 
pafs  through  that  country,  which  lies  be- 
B  3  tween 
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tween  the  river  MilTifippi  and  Rio  Grande, 
or  Bravo,  which  feparates  the  province  of 
Louifiana  from  New  Spain,  and  which  is 
inhabited  merely  by  favage  tribes.  This 
comprehends  animmenfe  extent  of  country; 
but  undifmayed  by  the  many  difficulties  in 
my  way,  I  determined  to  purfue  the  line 
of  march  I  had  projecfted,  and  endeavour 
to  enter  the  province  of  New  Spain  by  the 
frontiers  of  New  Mexico. 


CHAP.     II. 

My  Paff'^g^  from  the  I/land  of  St.  Domingo 
to  New  QrkanSi  and  my  Abode  in  that 

Fiace, 

WE  fet  fail  from  Cape  François  the 
laft  day  of  June  1767,  llreering  for 
the  old  canal  ;  and  the  wind  being  eafterly, 
our  courfe  was  direded  towards  the  weft- 
north- weft.  Keeping  more  to  the  north- 
weft,  we  gradually  loft  fight  of  land,  and 
pafted  north  of  St.  Nicholas,  at  the  diftance 

of 
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of  eight  leagues.  Continuing  our  courfe 
under  the  fame  wind,  we  foon  ©"bferved 
the  coaft  of  Cuba,  faw  Cape  de  Mulas,  and 
then  proceeded  in  quefl  of  the  iflands  de 
Palumas,  which  form,  on  the  fide  of  the 
main,  the  entrance  to  the  old  canal  ;  but  in 
order  to  make  fure  of  thefe  iflands,  their 
iituation  being  extremely  low,  we  had  been 
at  great  pains  to  afcertain  Cape  de  Mulas  ; 
for  the  continuation  of  the  coafl  of  Cuba 
is  not  eafily  perceived,  and  it  requires  all  the 
fkill  and  addrefs  of  an  intelligent  pilot  to 
approach  it  without  danger.  Wç  entered 
the  canal  with  the  iflands  de  Palumas  on  the 
larboard,  and  Sandy  iflands  on  the  flarboard 
fide.  It  is  here  five  leagues  in  breadth, 
and  continues  very  much  the  fame  till  you 
reach  the  difl:ance  of  about  fixty  leagues. 
The  old  canal  is  formed  on  the  fide  of  the 
ocean  by  a  chain  of  fmall  iflands  and  rocks, 
which  extends  to  the  canal  of  the  Baha- 
mas 5  and  on  the  fide  of  the  ifland  of  Cuba 
by  a  reef  of  rocks  and  fand-banks,  flretch- 
ing  out  of  fight  from  land. 

The    wind    was    flill   at    eafl:,   with   a 

gentle  breeze  3  and  having  the  advantage  of 

3  4  the 


8  TOUR  ROUND  THE  WORLD, 

the  current,  we  had  the  good  fortune  to 
clear  the  canal  in  the  fpace  of  four  days. 
It  is  furprifing  that  fhips  which  have  oc- 
cafion  to  navigate  thofe  feas  expofe  them- 
felves  to  a  long,  and,  by  reafon  of  frequent 
calms,  a  tedious  voyage  fouth-weft  of  Cuba; 
fince,  by  purfuing  the  old  canal,  if  the  maf- 
ter  is  but  properly  on  his  guard,  all  thofe 
inconveniencies  may  eafily  be  avoided.  We 
now  flood  diredly  for  Matance,  an  inland 
mountain,  weftward  from  a  bay  of  the  fame 
name,  which  feems  to  overtop  the  circum- 
jacent mountains  in  the  form  of  a  hat, 
whence  it  has  been  named  Chapeau  de  Ma- 
tance. Having  difcovered  the  Havannah  in 
the  ill:ind  of  Cuba,  we  flood  off  the  coaft, 
and  proceeded  to  inveftigate  the  foundings  of 
the  Turtle  iflands,  fituated  fouth-weft  from 
Cape  Florida.  Sounding  in  the  fouth-wefl 
of  thcfe  ifl^s,  where  they  are  ftill  unper- 
ceived  on  account  of  their  very  low  fitua- 
tion,  we  had  fifty  fathoms  water,  on  a  bot- 
tom of  blackilh  find,  and  this  they  deem 
the  charadleriflic  mark  of  thofe  foundings. 
We  veered  a  little  to  the  weft,  in  order  to 
ilretch  acrofs  the  curvature  formed  by  the 

gulph 
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gulph  of  Florida,  and  we  immediately  loft 
them.  Here  we  were  detained  by  fre- 
quent calms,  and  faw  multitudes  of  gold 
fifh,  uncommonly  large,  and  about  five  feet 
in  length  :  they  are  diftinguifhed  by  a  va- 
riety of  beautiful  colours,  which  play  upon 
the  eye  in  an  entertaining  manner.  I  ob- 
ferved  that  the  force  of  the  current  from 
fouth  to  north  (a  current  probably  owing 
to  the  trade  winds,  and  the  pofition  of  the 
neighbouring  lands)  was  moft  powerful 
when  the  north  wind  blew  with  the 
greateft  impetuoiity.  This  appearance  I 
can  only  explain  by  fuppoiing  that  the 
billows,  driven  by  the  violence  of  the  north 
wind  againft  areef  of  rocks  which  ftretches 
away  to  the  eaft-fouth-eaft,  rebounding, 
pafs  over  their  heads,  and  fall  into  a  calm 
fea  i  when  its  level  being  raifed  above  that 
of  the  ocean,  the  waters  in  recovering  their 
equipoife  exhibit  this  extraordinary  phe- 
nomenon. 

We  were  now  approaching  the  mouths 
of  the  Miiîifippi,  the  entrance  to  which  is 
dangerous  to  {hipping,  not  only  from  the 
inconvenience  of  large  trees  carried  down 

by 
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by  the  flream,  but  likewife  from  the  jeo- 
pardy of  being  drifted  acrofs  the  channel 
into  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard,  a  bay  which, 
by  reafon  of  its  many  rocks  and  fand-Kmks, 
is  particularly  dreaded  by  navigators.  As 
the  arrival  of  veiTels  is  generally  from  the 
eaft,  and  as  the  wind  is  moil:  prevalent  in 
the  fame  quarter,  it  has  been  found  that 
failing  in  a  north-weil  direction  is  more 
convenient  than  due  north  j  befides,  that 
by  the  former  route  there  is  lefs  hazard  of 
being  carried  into  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard.  We 
entered  the  fouthern  or  principal  mouth  of 
the  river,  with  the  affiflance  of  a  pilot. 

I  was  extremely  furprifed  with  the  beau- 
ty of  the  Miffiiippi,  whofe  waters,  after 
mixing  with  the  fea,  preferve  their  fweet- 
nefs  and  pale  colour  two  or  three  leagues 
•  from  fliore.  The  force  of  the  current, 
ftill  perceptible  at  that  diflance,  carries  out 
to  fea  vafl:  trees,  which  have  fallen  from  the 
decay  of  age,  or  have  been  rooted  out  by 
the  ftream,  to  the  m.oleftation  of  fuch  lliipg 
as  happen  to  come  in  their  way. 

In  the  free   and   regular  courfe  of  the 
river,  it  runs  at  leaft  two  leagues  and  a  half 

an 
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an  hour.  The  waters  fwelling  towards 
the  fides  by  the  great  rapidity  of  the  cur- 
rent, acquire  a  motion  different  from  that 
in  the  middle.  We  made  it  our  bufmefs 
to  profit  of  this  circumflance,  by  keep- 
ing the  vefTel  in  the  eddy  j  but  in  fpite  of 
every  precaution  we  afcended  ilowly.  The 
wind,  though  rather  in  our  favour,  was  very 
inconfiderable,  and  we  had  frequently  to 
contend  with  currents  of  extreme  rapi- 
dity. Our  hardfliips  were  alfo  greatly  ag- 
gravated by  vafl  fwarms  of  mufcatoes  and 
fand- flies,  the  flings  of  which  are  exqui- 
fitely  painful.  The  low  and  marfhy 
banks  of  the  MifTifippi  are  covered  with 
reeds,  which  are  particularly  favourable  to 
the  increafe  of  thefe  infedls;  and  nature, 
one  would  think,  is  at  pains  to  diverfify 
their  fpecies,with  a  view  to  render  the  fuf- 
fering  they  occafion  to  the  traveller  as  va- 
rious as  it  is  poignant;  for  I  could  perceive 
the  fenfations  of  pain  to  differ  with  the 
form,  fize,  and  colour  of  the  fly.  Here 
the  vail  green  furface  of  reeds  prefented  to 
the  eye,  tall  and  undulating  like  the  waves  of 
the  fea,  might  have  afforded  an  entertain- 
ing 
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ing  profpe(5l,  could  we  have  forgotten  to 
what  malicious  guefts  they  gave  fhelter. 
The  moll  troublefome  fpecies  of  thefe  in- 
fers during  the  heat  of  the  fun  is  named 
frappe  d'abord^  a  fly  which  bites  the  inftant 
it  aUghts  on  the  ikin,  with  fach  effed  that 
the  blood  immediately  follows,  and  hence 
the  origin  of  its  name.  The  frefh  breeze 
of  the  evening  banifhes  them  to  the  covert 

o 

of  their  reeds,  but  they  are  fucceeded  by 
myriads  of  gnats,  which  we  endeavoured 
to  difiipate  by  means  of  thick  fmoke,  a 
remedy  in  ufe  among  the  natives  of  Loui- 
fiana  againfl  the  fting  and  importunity  of 
this  intolerable  race  of  infecfls. 

Having  continued  afcending  to  the  dif- 
tance  of  ten  leagues,  we  came  to  the  fepara- 
tion  of  that  branch  which  forms  the  fouth- 
eafl  mouth  of  the  Miffifippi  -,  and  here  we 
pafTed  an  oyfler  marfh,  in  which  were 
ihells  of  prodigious  fize,  ufed  by  the  in- 
habitants for  the  purpofes  of  lime-ftone. 
The  fenny  borders  of  the  river  afford  a  re- 
treat to  multitudes  of  morafs  fowl,  which, 
for  the  fake  of  their  oil,  receive  an  annual 
vifit  from  the    induflrious  inhabitants  of 

New 
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New  Orleans.  Fifteen  leagues  above  the 
mouths  of  the  river  we  came  to  the  creek 
Plaquemines,  fo  named  from  a  kind  of  fruit 
very  pleafant  to  the  tafte.  Here  the  coun- 
try beginning  to  rife  above  the  level  of  the 
Miffifippi,  the  fceneiy  becomes  truiy  mag- 
nificent. On  each  bank  are  trees  of  won- 
derful fize,  which  v/arped  in  the  wild  lux- 
uriance of  plants  and  underwood,  form  a 
thick  wood  inacceffible  to  the  rays  of  the 
fun.  Having  made  my  v/ay  with  much 
difficulty  into  the  foreft,  the  foil  matted 
with  a  compoft  of  rotten  leaves  and 
branches,  prefented  in  fome  places  agree- 
able walks,  whilfl  here  and  there  we  were 
intercepted  by  pools  of  ilagnating  water,  or 
by  enormous  trunks  of  trees,  which  a  long 
feries  of  ages  had  levelled  with  the  ground. 
The  fwan  and  cardinal,  natives  of  thefe 
woods,  are  eminently  beautiful  in  their 
plumage,  and  the  warbling  of  the  laft  is 
equally  fweet  and  delicate  with  that  of  the 
finefl  fongfter  in  Europe.  In  the  nooks 
and  angles  of  this  river  we  met  with  ducks, 
teal,  and  other  wild  fowl  in  abundance,  nor 
is  its   ftream  fcantily  fupplied  in  different 

kinds 
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kinds  of  large  ûùi,  fuch  as  the  barbed  and 
armed  filb,  whofe  fharp  armour  frequent- 
ly admoniflies  the  fiflierman  to  avoid  im- 
prudent eagernefs  in  feizing  his  prey.  The 
wounds  inflicted  by  thefe  animals  are  con- 
ftantly  attended  with  inflammation  and 
fwelling. 

In  this  little  bay  of  the  MifTilippi  we 
were  overtaken  by  a  violent  ftorm,  which, 
as  we  were  moored  to  a  tree,  fnapped  our 
cable,  and  dragged  the  anchor  to  the  oppo- 
fite  fide.  I  find  it  is  more  common  in  the 
courfe  of  this  navigation  to  fecure  the  vef- 
fel  by  means  of  hawfers  feftened  on  the 
bank,  than  by  dropping  anchor,  becaufe'it 
is  extremely  difficult  to  heave  up,  on  ac- 
count of  the  large  trees  which  lie  fcattered 
in  the  bed  of  the  river. 

We  began  to  meet  with  houfes  and  plan- 
tations of  rice  and  Indian  corn.  Rice  is 
feldom  fown  here  but  in  fields,  which 
being  only  one  or  two  feet  above  the  le- 
vel of  the  river,  admit  of  canals  for  the 
purpofe  of  watering  them.  Indian  corn  is 
cultivated  over  the  whole  province  of 
Louifiana,  but  the  crops  are  no  where 
I  equally 
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equally  fine  and  abundant  as  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  The  houfes  of  the  inhabitants 
are  tolerably  pleafant,  and  erected  feveral 
feet  above  the  farface  of  the  ground,  in 
order  to  guard  againfl;  the  humidity  of  the 
foil,  ferpents,  and  other  noxious  animals. 
The  floor  is  conflirudled  of  fquare  fedions 
of  large  timber,  dove-tailed  and  fupported 
by  ftrong  beams  and  pillars.  The  body  of 
the  building,  refting  on  another  fet  of  pil- 
lars, has  four  façades,  with  a  gallery  to  each, 
and  contains  the  family  apartments.  They 
confifl:  only  of  one  ftory,  and  are  covered  v^ith 
thin  pieces  of  cyprefs  v/ood,  difpofed  and 
fixed  on  the  roof  in  the  manner  of  European 
flating.  Each  houfe  borders  with  a  piece 
of  water,  and  is  fet  down  in  the  middle  of 
a  little  plantation  about  two  hundred-  paces 
fquare.  The  noble  trees  which  once  oc- 
cupied this  foil  have  been  employed  in 
building  and  in  fencing  the  plantations  ;  and 
in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  remainder  with 
the  leaft  trouble  and  difficulty,  they  ufually 
burn  it.  In  plantations,  however,  newly  in- 
clofed,  one  flill  meets  with  large  trunks, 

which 
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which  cofl  the  planter  much  labour  to  root 
out  and  clear  them  away. 

After  afcending  eight  leagues  further,  we 
came  to  a  creek  which  belongs  to  the  Eng- 
liih,   and   at    the  diilance  of  five  leasfues 
higher,  on  the  28th  July,  we  dropped  an- 
chor oppoiite  to  New  Orleans.     This  city 
jftands    about    thirty    leagues    above    the 
mouths  of  the  river,  and  only  one  from  a 
lake  which  communicates  with  plantations 
lately  ceded  to  the  Englilli.     All  the  way 
from  three  leagues  above  the  creek  Plaque- 
mines, the  borders  are  cultivated  and  popu- 
lous. The  harbour  of  New  Orleans  is  large 
and  commodious,  its  population  but  mode- 
rate j  the  houfes  are  built  of  bile k,  the  ftreets 
clean  and  broad,  and  fome  buildings,  parti- 
cularly thofe  which  belong  to  the  king,  are 
extremely  handfome.  The  refident  inhabi- 
tants conilft  of  the  garrifon,  and  fuch  as  hold 
public  employments,  merchants,  and  arti- 
zans  of  all   denominations.    The  planters, 
who  are  properly  attentive  to  the  cultivation 
of  their  ellates,  as  well  as  merchants  who 
live  far  up  the  country  for  the  purpofe  of 

trading 
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trading  with  the  favages,  are  only  feen  in 
the  capital  during  the  intervals  of  their  in- 
duflry  and  traffic. 

I  cannot  fufficiently  admire  the  bold  and 
intrepid  charader  peculiar  to  the  people  of 
Louifiana,  who,  embracing  the  life  of  fa- 
vages, afTume  their  drefs,  and,  for  a  very 
ilender  recompence,  fubmit  to  all  their  mofl 
laborious  occupations.  While  fome  of  them 
v/ander  towards  the  fea-fhore  in  the  chace 
of  morafs  fowls,  whofe  oil  adminifters  to 
a  fmall   branch   of  traffic,  others   ramble 
four  or    five    hundred    leagues    into    the 
country  to  hunt    the  bear,   the   deer,  and 
the   wild  buffalo,  and  return  loaded  with 
their   fkins,    containing   the  flefh  and   fat 
in    a   dried    flate    of  prefervation.      Some 
penetrate  into  the  depths  of  their  foreils  in 
fearch  of  the  cedar,  the  cyprefs,   and  the 
maple-trees,  which  afford  them  a  very  pro- 
fitable  trade   with    the   American  illands. 
To  tranfport   the  peculiar  productions   of 
their  own  foil  to  thefe  illands,  and  bring 
back  in  exchange  different  articles  of  com- 
merce, is  the  employment  of  others.   Some, 
in  fine,  carry  commodities  four  or  five  hun- 
dred leagues  into  the  country,  by  an  inland 
Vol.  J.  C  navigation. 
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navigation,  and  on  thefe  occafions  are  known 
to  fubdue  with  the  oar  currents  of  amazing 
rapidity.  On  their  expeditions  by  land 
they  live  entirely  on  the  game  they  happen 
to  kill;  while  a  loofe  Ihirt,  and  a  ftripe  of 
cloth  tied  about  their  loins,  ferve  them  for 
cloathing.  They  travel,  however,  as  much 
as  poflible  by  water,  and  employ  canoes,  or 
rather  excavated  trees,  for  the  purpofe  ot 
conveying  themfelves  and  families  to  the 
fcene  of  hunting  or  traffic.  Upon  their  ar- 
rival a  hut,  confifting  of  the  branches  of 
trees  plaiflered  over  with  mud,  being  reared 
for  their  accommodation,  they  begin  to  exer- 
cife  their  induftry,  particularly  in  difcover- 
ing  \vhat  is  called  tliQ  waxen-tree;  from 
whofe  twigs  they  contrive  to  detach  that 
fub fiance,  in  the  following  manner  :  having 
cut  the  fmall  branches  in  pieces,  and  placed 
them  in  a  kind  of  tub,  taking  care  to  leave 
a  certain  fpace  betv^Ten  the  flicks  and  the 
bottom  of  the  vefTel,  they  make  a  warm  ley 
continue  to  run  over  them  for  feveral  days. 
Meanwliile  the  greafy  particles  are  infen- 
fibly  fcparated  from  the  twigs,  and  falling 
to  the  bottom  form  a  fediment  which  cools 

into 
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into  a  cake  of  greenifh  wax,  fit  for  the  ma- 
nufacture of  candles.  Thefe  occupations 
render  the  inhabitants  of  Louifiana  a  very- 
hardy  race,  and  train  their  minds  as  well  as 
bodies  to  thofe  bold  and  laborious  purfuits 
from  which  they  retire  for  temporary  re- 
laxation to  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

I  was  no  Icfs  difpofed  to  take  a  little  eafè 
and  recreation  after  the  fevere  fatigue  which 
the  new  manner  of  life  I  exercifed  in  my 
paflage  from  Cape  François  had  occafioned. 
For,  in  order  to  begin  by  times  to  habituate 
myfelf  to  bodily  labour,  I  had  made  it  my 
bufmefs,  inexperienced  as  I  was,  to  per- 
form the  whole  duty  of  a  failor.  At  New 
Orleans  I  made  every  enquiry  refpedling  the 
poflibility  of  travelling  by  land  to  New 
Spain  J  and  learning  that  the  lafl  French  fet- 
tlement  among  the  favages  in  the  fouth- 
wefl,  nam.ed  Nachitoches,  is  only  {qyqii 
leagues  diftant  from  the  firft  Spanilh  pofl, 
named  Adaes,  I  refolved  to  undertake  this 
perilous  journey. 

Meanwhile  I  paffed  my  time  in  admiring 
the  beauty  of  the  country  about  New  Or- 
leans ;  where  I  faw,  for  the  firil  time  in  my 
C  2  life. 
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life,  the  people  we  call  favages  :  I  could  dif- 
cover,  however,  no  reafon  for  their  having 
received  this  harfh  appellation,  except  it  be 
that  their  manners  are  more  iimple,  and 
their  occupations  more  bold  and  manly,  than 
ours.  One  trait  of  charader  I  have  often 
admired  in  the  favage,  I  mean  that  phleg- 
matic ferenity  of  mind  which  never  forfakes 
him  in  any  fituation,  or  under  any  event,  ad- 
verfe  or  profperous.  I  viewed,  with  agree- 
able furprize,  the  noble  fhapes  which  grace 
the  perfons  of  both  fexes  ;  the  chefnut  or 
olive  complexion  i  the  mufcles  unincum- 
bered with  fat,  flrong,  nervous,  and  elaftic. 
But  though  the  face  is  undoubtedly  the  part 
of  the  human  figure  Vv^hich  is  chiefly  inte- 
refting,  yet  I  confefs  I  had  more  pleafure  in 
furveying  the  favage  as  a  fine  model  for  the 
ftatuary  in  the  graceful  mufcles  of  his  body 
and  limbs.  That  bold  tendon  which  runs 
on  each  fide  of  the  fpinal  bone,  has,  in  a 
ftate  of  nature,  a  very  flriking  effeft.  The 
bofom  of  the  female,  though  by  no  means 
large,  is  round  and  elaflic  ;  and  fhe  ufually 
defigns  a  role  about  the  nipple  by  a  parti- 
cular preparation  of  gunpowder.     In  both 

fcxes 
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fexes   the  features  of  the  face  are  heavy, 
without  inducing,  however,  a  ftupid,  cr  in- 
fenfible  expreilion.    The  rude  fliort  locks 
of  the  favage  hang  carelefsly  about  his  ears, 
while  his  brow  is  encircled  with  a  chaplct 
of  beads,  and  his  perfon  with  the  fame  gaudy 
ornament  in  the  form  of  a  fafli.     The  wo- 
men are  particularly  fond  of  this  trinket  ; 
and  I  am  uncertain  whether  the  European 
female  in  all  her  jewels,  or  the  fimple  In- 
dian decorated  with  her  beads,  is  moft  vain 
of  her  appearance.     A  piece  of  deer-fkin 
tied  round  the  waift  is  a  covering  in  com- 
mon to  male  and  female  ;  but  on  the  latter 
it  is  longer,  and  defcends  to  the  calf  of  the 
legj  and  when  the  favage   is   difpofed  to 
fquat  on  the  ground,  a  pofture  to  which  he 
is  extremely  addiâ:ed,  a  large  fkin  or  blanket 
defends  him  from  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather. 

The  favages  repair  to  New  Orleans  in 
order  to  purchafe  a  luxury,  of  which,  un- 
fortunately for  them,  we  have  taught  them 
the  abufe  ;  and  give  in  exchange  for  this 
pernicious  drug,  fruit,  fifli,  fowls,  and  game. 
J  had  the  curiofity  to.  buy  fome  of  their  î\{b, 
C  3  which 
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which  I  found  very  coarfely  prepared,  but 
în  a  manner  to  remain  a  long  time  without 
danger  of  fpoiling.  The  external  furface  of 
the  fifh  is  fcorched  to  a  kind  of  cinder,  and 
the  inward  fubftance,  being  by  this  means 
difcharged  of  thofe  juices  which  accelerate 
putrefaâion,  is  preferved  to  fupply  their 
future  wants. 


CHAP.      Ill, 

My  Pajfage  from  New  OrkanSt  by  the  Miji- 
fippi  and  Red  River,  to  the  Settlement  of 
Nachitoches,  and  my  Abode  i?i  that  Place, 

URI  NG  the  fhort  time  I  paiTed  at 
New  Orleans,  which  was  fcarce  fe- 
ven  days,  a  merchant  caufed  equip  a  canoe 
of  five  oars,  in  order  to  trade  with  the  In- 
dians in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nachitoches  ^ 
and  therefore,  embracing  this  opportunity 
of  puriuing  my  travels,  I  embarked  and 
failed  the  4th  of  Auguft.  Our  bark  was 
thirty-five  feet  by  four,  and  made   to  go 

lightly 
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lightly  and  fleadily  through  the  water.  She 
confifted  of  a  fingle  tree,  and  her  head  was 
only  a  protuberance  of  wood,  which  rofe 
two  feet  above  the  hulk  in  the  form  of  a 
fhell  half  opened.  The  fides  of  the  fhell, 
prefenting  their  edges  to  the  current,  were 
meant  to  divert  the  water  at  the  bottom  of 
the  falls,  and  likewife,  dividing  the  flream  in 
our  afcent,  ferved  as  a  precaution  againfl 
the  danger  of  overfctting  in  the  river. 
We  were  in  all  eight  perfons  on  board: 
five  rowers,  of  whom  two  were  negroes,  one 
a  Canadian,  lately  arrived  from  that  country 
by  land  ;  the  mafler,  the  proprietor,  and  my- 
felf. 

The  rapidity  of  the  current,  joined  to 
many  other  embarraffments,  obliged  us  to 
fail  below  the  rate  of  four  leagues  a-day  -, 
embarraimients  chiefly  arifmg  from  drifted 
trees,  which  lay  entangled  in  the  bed  and 
borders  of  the  river  :  their  pofition  is  com- 
monly acrofs  the  flream,  and  forming  a  kind 
of  barrier,  changes  the  dired:ion  and  aug- 
ments the  rapidity  of  the  current;  a  circum- 
ftance  which  renders  the  navigation  of  tlie 
river  extremely  dangerous,  as  the  c.inoe  is 
C  4  in 
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in  confiant  jeopardy  of  fhicking  faft  on  the 
trunk  or  ftump  of  a  tree. 

On  each  fide  of  the  river  we  begin  to 
obferve  excellent  crops  of  indigo  and  Indian 
corn,  with  different  kinds  of  fruit,  particu- 
larly peaches  in  abundance.  Here  cultiva- 
tion is  conduced  in  a  more  regular  manner, 
and  advances  further  into  the  woods,  than 
we  found  it  lower  down  on  our  way  to 
New  Orleans.  We  pafTed  feveral  handfome 
houfes  and  gardens,  which  belong  to  French 
planters  ;  and  a  few  leagues  farther  on  met 
with  a  German  colony,  who  are  in  every  re- 
fped:  equal  in  point  of  induflry  to  the  French. 
We  then  came  upon  two  diflri^ls  of  Aca- 
dian refugees,  who,  being  the  lad  fettlers, 
are  neither  in  the  fame  eafy  circumftances, 
nor  have  they  acquired  equal  fkill  in  the 
purf aits  of  hufbandry.  Thefe  little  colonies 
terminate  on  the  left  fide  of  the  river,  at 
a  canal  which  communicates    with  -^   lake 

Ponchartrain  ; 

*  During  the  time  the  French  were  in  pofleffion  of  Fort 
Manchee,  on  the  borders  of  this  canal,  the  Englilh,  becoming 
mafters  of  the  Miffifippi  by  the  peace  of  1763,  erefted  ano- 
ther on  the  oppofite  fide.  But  as  this  canal  communicates 
'.vith  Florida,  by  means  of  the  Miffifippi  and  Ponchartrain  ; 

and 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND.  25 

Ponchartrain  ;  and  here  ends  the  ifland  of 
New  Orleans,  formed  by  the  fea,  the  Mif- 
fifippi,  the  canal,  lake  Ponchartrain,  and  the 
river  Mobille.  The  diftance  from  hence  to 
New  Orleans  they  reckon  thirty  leagues, 
a  fpace  wholly  covered  with  a  border  of 
plantations  at  fmall  intervals  from  one  ano- 
ther. On  the  left  fide  of  the  river  we  came 
to  feveral  villages  of  favage  Indians,  named 
ChoBas  and  'Tounicas,  of  which  were  thofe 
I  had  feen  at  New  Orleans.  On  the  fame 
lide  of  the  river  we  arrived  at  a  confiderable 
French  fettlemcnt,  called  Pointe  Coupé,  and 
here  tobacco  is  the  only  produftion  not 
found  in  Louifiana  :  the  qualities  of  their 
foil,  and  the  ftrudture  of  their  houfes,  are 
nearly  the  fame  as  in  that  province;  and 
the  inhabitants  have  the  manners  of  New 
Orleans,  only  a  little  lefs  civilized.  On 
days  of  fellivity  they  appear  decently  dref- 
fed  ;  but  in  their  ordinary  habit  of  hunters 

and  as  the  Miflifippi,  of  which  they  had  obtained  the  free  na- 
vigation, runs  from  Canada  all  along  the  province  of  New 
England,  they  were  enabled  to  open  a  trade  with  the  favages 
weft  from  thofe  boundaries,  and  probably  began  to  extend 
meir  views  to  the  kingdom  of  Mexico, 

they 
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they  wear  only  a  fhirt,  with  a  flip  of  doth 
to  cover   their  nakednefs.      At  home  the 
women  wear  a  fliort  fmgle  petticoat,  with- 
out a  fhift,  having  their  flioulders  and  bo- 
foms  completely  expofed.     This  country  is 
tolerably  populous,  and  lies  contiguous  to 
différent  lakes,  which  afford  the  inhabitants 
a  communication  with  AperoufTas,  another 
French  fettlement  farther  to  the  weflward. 
A  little  higher,  and  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
river,  is  a  favage  village,  which,  like  all  thofe 
I   have  met  with  on    the    MifUfippi,    ufe 
muflcets  and  tomahauks,  and  the  natives  of 
which  may  be  faid  to  retain  nothing  of  the 
favage  but  the  name.     It  is  their  bufinefs, 
in    fummer,    to   cultivate    fields   of  Indian 
corn^  and  in  winter  they  follow  the  chace, 
the  produce  of  which,  after  fupplying  their 
own  necefTities,  is  fold  to  Europeans.  They 
let  themfelves  out  occafionally  as  hired  fer- 
vants,  for  here  two  of  our  rowers  having 
fallen  ill,  were  replaced  with  a  couple  of  fa- 
vages. 

The  hair  of  the  beard,  which  in  general 

they  are  at  much  pains  to  pull  out  by  the 

roots,  is  permitted  to  grow  the  fifth  of  an 

8  inch 
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inch  as  an  emblem  of  mourning.     I  have 
had  occafion  to  obferve  in  the  Philippine 
ifles  the  fame  paucity  of  beard,  and  I  be- 
lieve this  to  be  univerfal  among  all  the  ge- 
nuine natives  of  hot  climates.     The  favages 
are  often  feen  to  weep  over  the  graves  of 
their  departed  relations.     The  wife  of  one 
of  the  Indians  we  had  taken  into  the  boat 
being  lately  deceafed,  his  beard  was  allowed 
to  grow,  in  teftimony  of  his  forrow;  and 
this  poor  man  engaged  in  our  fervice  for  no 
other  reafon  but  that  he  might  withdraw 
himfelf  from  the  prefence  of  thofe  objeéls 
which  conftantly  recalled  her  to  his  mind. 
One  day,  having  gone  alide  to  weep  over 
the  memory  of  his  departed  friend,  he  un- 
exped;edly  fpied  his  little  daughter,  about 
the  age  of  twelve  years,  fwimming  in  the 
river  with  her  companions.    He  caught  her 
eye,  and  inflantly  turned  away  from  herj 
but  the  young  favage  had  already  perceived 
his  afflidion,    and   therefore   quitting   her 
amufement,  fell  into  a  fit  of  melancholy,  and 
retired  to  the  folitude  of  her  hut. 

Their  mode  of  fwimming  is  fomewhat 
different   from   ours.      The   favage   flings 

himfelf 
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himfelf  into  the  water,  and  darting  forward 
v/ith  ailoniihing  force,  beats  the  river  with 
his  feet  and  hands  -,  an  exercife  in  which 
both  fexes  are  equally  expert. 

Our  other  favage  was  a  young  man  who 
had  been  lately  married,  and  his  wife  ex- 
peâed  the  moment  of  their  feparation  with 
the  utmofl  regret.     We  were  apprehenfive 
fhe  might  prevail  upon  him  to  renounce  his 
engagement;  and  it  was  not  without  much 
art  and  perfualion  we  were  able  to  retrain 
him  from  complying  with  her  entreaties. 
The  bribe,  however,  of  a  blanket  for  him- 
felf, and  a  piece  of  red  cloth  for  her,  cail 
the  balance  in  our  favour  !  fo  true  it  is  that 
felf-intereft  early  allumes  the   controul  of 
our  befl  and  moil  focial  aifedions.     Still, 
however,  he  appeared  irrefolute  ;  and  new 
reafons  were  conflantly  pretended  for  re- 
turning once  more  to  his  cabin.     But  per- 
ceiving there  would  be  no  end  to  this  con- 
flict between  interefl  and  afFedion,  I  at  lail 
propofed  to  remove  the  canoe  from  the  view 
of  his  hut  to  the  oppofite  extremity  of  the 
village,  and  he  was  no  longer  averfe  from 
following  us. 

Thi< 
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This  village  might  confift  of  fixty  cot- 
tages, which,  like  other  favage  habitations, 
are  made  of  large  trees  planted  circularly  in. 
the  ground,  and  meeting  at  the  top  in  the 
fhape  of  a  cone.  The  interftices  occafroned 
by  the  round  figure  of  the  tree  being  filled 
up  with  leaves  and  branches,  are  plaiilered 
over  with  mud,  and  here  the  family  finds 
ihelter  from  the  inclemencies  of  the  feafon. 
In  the  middle  of  the  floor  is  placed  the  fire, 
whofe  fmoke  makes  its  efcape  either  by  the 
door,  or  by  an  aperture  at  the  juncftion  of 
the  trees  in  the  top  of  the  hut.  Round  the 
area  ftands  a  kind  of  bench  formed  by  fhort 
fedlions  of  trees  placed  contiguoufly  to  each 
other,  which  is  covered  with  a  mat  of  reeds, 
and  ferves  them  for  beds. 

At  the  diftance  of  three  or  four  paces 
from  the  manfion  of  the  chief  is  a  fécond 
open  hut  or  gallery,  where  he  enjoys  the 
frefh  air,  and  is  (lieltered  from  the  fevere 
heat  of  the  fan.  This  lafi:  is  thatched  over 
with  leaves,  commonly  fupported  by  fix 
pillars,  and  is  the  hall  of  the  national  af- 
fembly.  Here  the  chiefs  exercife  their  ho- 
fpitality  to  fi:rangcrs,  and  relax  from  their 

cares 


30     TOUR  ROUND  THE  WORLD, 

cares  and  fatigues,  either  by  fleeping,  or 
fmoking  their  tomahauks.  This  piece  of 
favage  armour  is  a  fpecies  of  battle-ax,  the 
handle  of  which  is  ufually  perforated,  and 
ferves  as  a  tube  to  an  iron  pipe-head  fixed 
on  the  back  of  the  inftrument. 

As  foon  as  a  Granger  is  feen  to  approach 
the  village,  his  arrival  is  announced  by  a 
fcream  from  the  favage  s  who  firfl  happen  to 
perceive  him.  The  chief  and  principal 
men  of  the  tribe  immediately  affemble,  each 
fitting  before  his  own  hut,  and  fend  him  a 
deputation  of  one  of  their  number.  We 
commonly  made  him  a  prefent,  confifting  of 
a  bottle  of  liquor,  and  were  fure  to  receive 
an  ample  recompence  in  fruit,  fi{h,  and  fowls. 
We  were  next  invited  to  affifi;  in  fmoking 
tobacco,  mixed  with  a  certain  leaf,  which 
in  its  (hape  refembles  that  ox  the  peach- 
tree.  In  fhort,  I  was  much  better  received 
as  a  fi:ranger  by  thofe  favages,  than  I  had 
been  by  any  European  I  had  yet  met  with 
fince  the  commencement  of  my  travels. 

The  men  of  this  nation  are  tall  and  well- 
proportioned,  have  large  full  features,  with- 
out, however,  any  thing  difgullingly  coarfe 

in 
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in  their  exprelTion.     They  pay  much  defe- 
rence and  refpedt  to  old  age,  marry  early, 
and,  without  being  addid:ed  to  jealoufy,  are 
extremely  affedionate  to  their  wives.     Di- 
vorce,  though  permitted  by  their  manners, 
very  rarely  occurs  in  experience.     The  in- 
frequency   of  proftitution  obfervable  in  fa- 
vage   nations  may  be  owing,  among  other 
caufes,  to  the  little  intercourfe  that  prevails 
between  the  fexes.     The  purfuits  of  war, 
hunting,  and  fifhing,  are  the  confiant  occu- 
pations of  the  men  :  while  the  cultivation 
of  the  fields,  which  confifts  chiefly  in  rear- 
ing peach-trees,  fowing  a  little  Indian  corn, 
gourds,  and  melons  ;  cooking  their  fifh  and 
game  J  and  the  office  of  tranfporting  their 
baggage,  in  cafe  of  a  diftant  expedition,  are 
thofe  of  the  women.     In  the  fine  feafon 
they  wear  the  fkin  of  a  roe-buck  tied  round 
the  waift,  and  in  winter  wrap  themfelves  in 
an  European  blanket,  or  in  the  fkin  of  the 
buffalo.       This    animal  has  much  refem- 
blance  to  the  ox,  with  this  only  difference, 
that  he  has  a  bunch  or  fwelling  on  his  back, 
like  that  of  the  fame  fpecies  in  the  Eaft 
Indies.     The  favages  have  the  art  of  tan- 
ning 
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ning  his  hide  without  Gripping  off  the  hair, 
which,  though  fine  hke  iilk,  has  the  fpongy 
quality  of  wool,  and  affords   excellent  de- 
fence againft  the  cold.     I  was  furprifed  to 
obferve  the  apparently  carelefs   manner  in 
which  a  mother  is  accuffomed  to  nurfe  her 
infant.     Inffead  of  a  cradle,  fhe  ufes  a  kind 
of  frame,  in  which  the  child  is  made  faft  ; 
but  as  the  upper  part  of  this   machine   is 
lower  than  the  flioulders,  his  head  is  left  to 
hang  in  a  very  aukward  poflure  -,   and,  ex- 
cept offering  him  the  breaft  when  flie  finds 
it  convenient,  fhe  feems  to  give  herfelf  no 
farther  concern   about  him.      In  cafes  of 
furgery  they  have   recourfe  to  plants,  par- 
ticularly to  the  leaf  of  the   fquine,  which 
they  have  found  to  have   much  efficacy  in 
curing  wounds  :  and  as  to  the  medical  art, 
they  have  but    fmall    pretenfions  5   eating 
fparingly,  and  drinking  water,  being  eileem- 
ed  an  excellent  remedy  againil  all  manner 
of  difeafes. 

The  favages  of  thofe  parts  arc  a  labo- 
rious, humane,  and  brave  race  of  men. 
Peace  and  good  order  feem  equally  efta- 
blifhed  in  their  families  and  villages.   Their 

regular 
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regular  performance  of  all  the  reciprocal 
duties  of  life,  of  the  young  towards  the 
aged,  of  the  father  towards  his  children,  of 
the  hufband  towards  his  wife  ;  their  cour- 
teous manner  of  receiving  Grangers,  and  the 
little  apprehenfion  they  entertain  of  their 
enemies,  gave  me  a  very  high  opinion  of  their 
generonty  and  courage.  In  the  courfe  of 
different  wars,  the  French  as  well  as  the 
Spaniards  hive  had  experience  of  their  va- 
lour in  the  field.  This  nation  was  jufl 
returned  from  an  expedition  againfh  the 
Englilh,  whom  they  feem  to  confider  as 
very  reftlefs  and  troublefome  neighbours» 
In  their  extenfive  peregrinations  during  the 
hunting-feafon  they  encounter  perils  and 
hardiliips  which  appear  almoft  incredible 
to  the  effeminate  European.  Neither  the 
impetuous  current  of  their  rivers,  nor  the 
favage  afperity  of  a  wild  and  uncultivated 
foil,  can  refiil  their  unabating  ardour  for 
the  chace. 

We  came  up  with  two  iilands,  which 
forming  three  channels,  occafion  much  in- 
convenience to  the  navio;ation  of  the  river. 
But  the   majelly  of  the   MifTifippi  never 

Vol.  L  D  for 
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for  a  moment  efcaped  my  attention  ;  which, 
continuing  nearly  of  the  fame  magnitude  at 
this  great  height,  may  be  properly  clafTed 
with  the  largeft  and  mofl  beautiful  rivers  in 
the  univerfe.     Nay,  after  having  afcended 
to  the  vaft  diftance  of  eight  hundred  leagues 
from  the  fea,  the  change  in  its  dimenlions 
is  flill  fo  little  perceived,  that  it  is  impof- 
fible  for  the  traveller  thence  to  fuppofe  that 
he  is  approaching  its  fources.     The  water 
of  the  Miffifippi  is  the  fweetefl:  and  mofl 
palatable  I  ever  tailed  ;  and  its  lofty  banks 
-are  fringed  with  trees,  efpecially  cypreiTes, 
of  a  prodigious  height.     The  principal  ri- 
vers which  fall  into  its  channel,  are  the  Red 
and  Black,  the  MifTuri  and    Fair  Rivers. 
It  communicates  with  various  lakes  beiides 
thofe  bordering  on  Canada,  whither  it  is 
praticable  to  afcend  in  a  canoe  with  little 
interruption.     Our  difficulties  in  contend- 
ing with  the  force  of  the  flream  were  al- 
ways great  ;  but  at  times  happening  to  fall 
into  the  direction  of  a  current  particularly 
violent,  we  have  been  kept  half  an  hour 
tugging   at   the  oar  without  advancing  a 
couple  of  yards.     In  order  to  prevent  the 

canoe's 
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canoe's  going  adrift,  as  well  as  to  fupply  the 
place  of  our  young  favage,  whofe  health 
had  been  impaired  by  change  of  diet,  I 
was  frequently  under  the  neceiîîty  of  per- 
forming the  duty  of  a  rower  ;  but  my  la- 
bour was  amply  rewarded  by  the  grandeur 
of  the  fcene  every  where  prefented  to  the 
eye.  Here  the  canoe  grazed  along  large 
trads  of  fand  and  gravel,  on  which  lay  ex- 
tended trees  of  enormous  fize,  whofc 
dufky  and  mouldering  appearance  fhewed 
their  depofition  by  the  current  to  be  an 
event  of  high  antiquity.  Thefe  were  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  low  and  marihy  beach,  where 
the  crocodile  or  aligator  crept  fluggifhly 
among  the  reeds,  an  animal  equally  offen- 
five  to  the  fight  and  fmell.  Rifmg  ftill  on 
the  ample  bofom  of  the  MifTifippi^  at  leaft 
half  a  mile  in  breadth,  we  were  prefented 
on  each  lide  with  fmooth  banks  and  ftately 
cyprefTes,  garnifhed  in  the  luxuriance  of  the 
lianei.  a  plant  which,  after  twifting  round 
them  to  a  vafl  height,  falls  dangling  to  the 
ground.  By  means  of  fmall  openings  the 
eye  might  pierce  into  a  thick  wood,  and 
perceive,  under  a  perpetual  fhade,  fpaces  of 
D  2  meadow 
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meadow  or  morafs,  or  the  foil  ftrewed  with 
the  mafly  ruins  of  the  venerable  oak.  Trees 
which,  judging  by  their  colour  and  bark, 
one  would  have  deemed   frefh  and  found 
in  their  fubftance,  crumbled  into  duft  the 
moment  they  were  fubmitted  to  the  touch. 
We  now  rowed  under  its  more  elevated 
banks,  where   the   foil  tumbling  into   the 
river,  difcovers  to  the  view  enormous  roots, 
which  announce  the  fudden  and  approach- 
ing fall  of  their   impending   trunks.      In 
fine,  the  earth,  fapped  by  the  current,  and 
yielding  to  the  incumbent  weight,  flioots 
with  all  its  trees  into  the  river,  occafioning 
an  awful  noife,  which  is  often  heard  at  a 
great  diftance.     In  the  progrefs  of  this  cu- 
rious  navigation  I  was  fortunate  enough, 
though  at  a  league's  diilance,  to  hear  two 
of  thofe  difmal  convulfions.     The  cra.ih, 
augmented  and  continued  by  echoes,   pro- 
pagated in  that  vaft  forefl  which  extends 
all  along  the  borders  of  the  Miffilippi,  ex- 
cited dreary  but  folemn  emotions  in  my 
mind. 

In  our  flow  but  perfevering  afcent  againft 
the  current,  we  pafîed  from  time  to  time  the 

houfcs 
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houfes  and  dairies  of  Englifh  as  well  as 
French  families,  who  had  relinquifhed  the 
ilrife  and  buftle  of  the  world,  for  the  quiet 
retirement  of  the  woods.  I  am  fatisfied  this 
propenfity,  however  flrange  it  may  feem,  is 
not  peculiar  to  certain  reclufe  individuals, 
but  in  common  to  a  great  proportion  of  man- 
kind ;  for  I  have  feen  many  who  had  vo- 
luntarily withdrawn  from  the  reflraints  of 
civilized  life,  and  embraced,  with  the  free- 
dom, the  habits  and  purfuits  of  the  Indian  ; 
but  I  have  never  met  with  one  favage  who 
had  fhewn  a  finiilar  predilecftion  for  our 
cuftoms  and  manners  :  the  fad:  feems  to  be, 
that  his  union  with  fociety  is  in  all  in- 
flances  the  eifed:  of  education.  Having 
been  allured  from  the  defert  to  fhare  in 
the  comforts  of  a  cultivated  foil,  he  foon 
finds  that  his  neceffities  are  more  eafily  as 
well  as  more  certainly  fupplied  ',  and  ac- 
quiring wants,  which  till  then  he  was 
wholly  unacquainted  with,  he  is  gradually 
corrupted  from  the  manly  and  laborious 
purfuits  of  his  former  life. 

We  had  mounted  from  the  mouths  of  the 
Miffifippi    fourfcore   leagues,   almoft    due 

D  3  north. 
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north,  when  we  at  length  arrived  at  the 
confluence  of  Red  River;  and   as  it  de- 
fcends   from    the   weft,  and  pafles  in  the 
neighbourhood   of  Nachitôches,   we  were 
here  obliged  to   bid  adieu  to  thofe  noble 
and  interefting  fcenes.    We  now,  therefore, 
fleered  into  water  of  a  dirty  and  reddifh  co- 
lour, which  in  tafte,  as  well  as  appearance, 
was  greatly  inferior  to  what  we  had  been 
lately    accuftomed    to.     A    mean    feeble 
ftream,  creeping  filently  along  a  low  flimy 
beach,  was  naturally  contrafted  with   the 
bold  and  rapid  currents  of  the  Miffilippi, 
Dwarfiih  woods,  compared  with  the  ftately 
forefts  we  had  juft  left  behind  us,  and  a 
foil  chilled  and  impoveriihed  by  the  winter 
floods,  which   remain  feveral  months    on 
the   adjacent   grounds,    exhibited    all   the 
çnergies  of  nature  in  a  tamer  mood.    Here 
the    roebuck    feeds  quietly    in    the  mea- 
dows, and  a  flock  of  wild  turkies  as  large 
as  thofe  of  Europe  crofs   the  river  almoft 
diredly  over   our  heads.     We  pafTed  the 
Acor  de  Mur,  an  eminence  fo  named  from 
its  rifing  to  a  peak,  in  the  middle  of  a  cir- 
cumjacent plain  5  and  being,  by  reafon  of 

the 
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the  annual  floods,  the  only  habitable  fpot 
in  thofe  regions,  may  be  regarded  as  the  key 
to  Red  River.  Rowing  acrofs  the  mouth 
of  Black  River,  which  defcends  from  the 
north- weft,  the  country  becomes  higher, 
and  our  profpedis  more  lively  and  intereft- 
ing.  We  faw  feveral  bears,  and  I  was 
told  the  banks  are  infefled  by  a  fpecies  of 
tiger.  It  was  on  this  part  of  Red  River 
I  made  a  vifit  to  an  old  French  officer,  who 
had  retired  to  the  folitude  of  thofe  woods 
with  his  wife  and  a  few  negro  flaves,  where 
he  cultivates  a  piece  of  ground,  and  takes 
care  of  his  cattle. 

Having  now  navigated  Red  River  for  fe- 
veral days,  we  came  to  the  bottom  of  a  fall 
abouteight  feethigh,in  the  vicinity  of  which 
area  number  of  French  families,  who  inter- 
marry with  the  favages.  We  found  it  ne- 
cefTary  to  unload,  and  hired  a  Frenchman 
to  pilot  the  canoe,  which,  with  the  affift- 
ance  of  favages  from  the  adjacent  country, 
we  propofed  to  pull  up  a  declivity  formed 
by  the  friâ:ion  of  the  water  on  the  bed  of 
the  river.  The  pilot  remained  in  the  boat, 
while  we,  taking  our  ftations  at  two  ropes 
D  4  on 
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on  the  top  of  the  fall,  haled  it  towards  us 
in  the   direftion  my  countryman  thought 
proper  to  give  it.    We  re-loaded  our  canoe, 
and  continued  our  navigation  j  but  we  had 
fcarce  proceeded  two  leagues  when  we  met 
with  a  fimilar  interruption,  and  were  obliged 
to  repeat  the  fame  vexatious  tafli.  We  were 
now  only   twenty  leagues  from  Nachito-f 
ches,  but  the  moft  difficult  part  of  our  ex~ 
pedition  was  flill  before  us.     Two  of  our 
rowers  had  fallen  fick,  and  we  were  all  un- 
der   the  neceffity,   without   diflindion,   of 
plying  the  oar  ;  a  toil  the  mofl:  cruelly  fe- 
vere  I  ever  experienced.     This,  however, 
was  not  our  only  hardfhip,  for,  as  we  re- 
pofed   during   the  night   on  a   moift  and 
muddy   bank,  a  prey  to  vermin,   and  in- 
fefted  with  the  aligator,  it  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  that  our  lleep  was  of  a  nature  to  af- 
ford us  much  refrelhment.     The  aligator  is 
fo  extremely  familiar  that  he  ufed  to  come 
©n  fhore  even  in  the  day-time,  to  devour 
the  remainder  of  our  meals.     The  coarfe 
rufticity  of  my   negro  and  favage  compa- 
nions was  likewife  extremely  difgufting. 
Three  days  afterwards  we  were  flopped 

at 
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at  the  bottom  of  a  third  fall,  above  which 

we  met  with  a  large  fheet  of  water,  very 

properly  named  Muddy  Lake.     Our  pilot, 

who  had  accompanied  us  from  the  firft  fall, 

condud:ed  us  over  it.     Here  the  river,   it 

would  feem,  had   once   a  different   courfe 

from  the  prefent,  for  it  difperfes  and  lofes 

itfelf  with  little   current    over  a  fpace  of 

about  three  leagues  in  circumference.     We 

had  feldom  more  than  half  a  foot  water,  on 

a  bottom  of  deep  mud,  full  of  roots  and 

flumps  of  trees,  which  appear  wafting  with 

the  lapfe  of  time  on  the  furface  of  the  lake. 

In  order  to  facilitate  our  progrefs,  we  got 

into  the  water,  and  pufhed  the  canoe  before 

us  ;  but  in  fpite  of  every  effort  of  care  and 

adiivity,  fhe  ftruck  inceffantly  again  ft  fomc 

trunk  or  root,  upon  which,   at  times,  (he 

remained  fufpended,  as  on  an  axis.     Thefe 

were   very  embarraffmg   fituations  ;    from 

which,  after  a  fevere  ftruggle  to  difengao-e 

her,  fcarce  one  of  us  could  retire  without 

wounds  in  his  legs  and  thighs,  occafioned 

by  ftumps  and  ftiells  concealed  under  the 

water. 

Having  at  laft,  however,  furmounted  the 

difficulties 
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difficulties  of  Muddy  Lake,  we  plied  our 
oars  with  great  diligence  till  we  arrived  at 
a  current  which,  owing  to  a  ilope  in  the 
ground,  and  various  obftrudions  in  the  bed 
of  the  river,  was  particularly  rapid.  Our 
former  embarrafTments  had  been  attended' 
with  much  labour  and  difficulty,  but  thig 
prefented  imminent  danger  to  our  lives  ;  for 
had  the  canoe  deviated  in  the  fmallefl  degree 
from  the  dire(fl  thread  of  the  ilream,  we  muft 
inevitably  have  gone  to  the  bottom.  Hap- 
pily we  efcaped  without  the  flighteil  mis- 
fortune, and  in  two  days  hence,  viz.  on  the 
fécond  of  September,  we  came  to  what  is 
regarded  as  the  principal  obflruction  to  the 
navigation  of  Red  River;  an  obftruéliou 
occalioned  by  the  river's  making  a  fweep 
acrofs  a  vaft  mafs  of  trees  and  branches, 
accumulated  in  procefs  of  time  by  the  drift 
of  the  current.  We  began  to  confider 
whether  it  might  not  be  praticable  to  open 
ourfelves  a  paffage  with  the  fpade  ;  but  as 
I  foon  perceived  this,  at  any  rate,  muil  be 
a  very  tedious  operation,  and  as  we  were 
now  only  a  fhort  league  from  Nachitoches, 
I  determined  to  travel  the  remainder  of  our 
6  journey 
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journey  by  land.  In  this  neighbourhood 
dwells  a  female  Creole,  married  to  a  favage^ 
in  whofe  houfe  we  dined,  and  by  whom  we 
were  received  with  much  hofpitality. 

The  woods  begin  to  be  frequented  by 
hunters,  and  the  keepers  of  cattle  ;  woods 
which,  being  gradually  cleared,  according 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  inhabitants,  have  in 
fome  degree  the  open  appearance  of  our 
own,  and  give  notice  of  our  being  now  on 
the  confines  of  an  European  fettlement. 
By-ànd-by  we  came  to  an  extenfive  mea- 
dow, interfperfed  with  fmall  plantations 
of  tobacco  and  Indian  corn;  and  here  I 
could  perceive  on  an  eminence  before  us 
a  fquare  fpace,  inclofed  with  large  palli- 
fadoes  ftanding  clofe  to  each  other,  and 
driven  into  the  ground.  This  I  learned 
ferved  as  a  fort  to  the  fettlement  -,  beyond 
which,  and  at  fome  diftance,  ftood  a  num- 
ber of  little  wooden  houfes,  in  a  ftrait  line, 
but  at  large  intervals  from  one  another. 
They  might  amount,  with  a  few  others 
which  appeared  fcattered  over  the  country, 
to  the  number  of  feventy,  and  conftituted 
the  whole  French  fettlement  on  this  part 

of 
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of  Red  River.  The  village  and  fort  coni' 
mand  an  extenlive  profpeâ:  on  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  river;  a  profpecft  prefenting  a 
large  meadow  bounded  on  all  fides  by  the 
woods,  and  plentifully  flocked  v/ith  cows 
and  horfes. 

I  lived  here  wifh  the  proprietor  of  the 
canoe,  but  was  miferably  accommodated, 
both  in  diet  and  lodging.  The  houfe  was 
fmall,  and  dirty  in  the  extreme;  and  our 
bread,  made  of  rice  mixed  with  Indian  corn, 
was  of  the  very  worfl:  quality.  In  fpite  of 
all  their  inconveniences,  I  would  have  pre- 
ferred to  my  prefent  fituation  my  former 
lodging  on  the  banks  of  Red  River,  and 
the  bread  we  fed  upon  from  New  Orleans, 
though  it  too  had  been  much  fpoiled  fmce 
our  quitting  the  Miffifippi.  It  is  difficult 
for  the  reader  to  imagine  how  much  the  air 
on  Red  River  is  contaminated  by  the  hor- 
rid ftench  which  arifes  from  the  urine  and 
excrements  of  the  alio:ator.  Our  bifcuit 
was  fo  impregnated  with  this  abominable 
efHuvia,  that  it  had  acquired  the  naufeous 
tafte  of  rotten  mufk  -,  but  I  fupported  my 
fpirits  under  all  thofe  hardfhips  with  the 

profped 
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profpeâ:  of  making   a   fhort  flay  in  this 
country. 

The  fettlement  of  Nachitoches  is  com- 
puted to  be  a  hundred  and  forty  leagues 
N.  W.  from  New  Orleans;  is  of  fmall  ex- 
tent, but  tolerably  populous;  and  the  inha- 
bitants, like  all  thofe  of  Louiiiana,  are  live- 
ly, well-formed  in  their  perfons,  and  inured 
to  fatigue.  They  often  afcend  their  rivers 
with  their  families  to  the  diftance  of  four  or 
five  hundred  leagues,  and  fpend  on  one  of 
thoie  painful  expeditions  eighteen,  perhaps 
twenty  months. 

Hunting  the  bear  is  one  of  their  favourite 
purfuits,  but  is  chiefly  pracSifed  in  the  win- 
ter feafon,  when  he  is  particularly  fat,  and 
in  condition  to  furnifh  them  a  large  quan- 
tity of  oil.  The  nature  of  the  chace  is 
briefly  as  follows  :  The  bear  generally 
choofesfor  his  retreat  the  hollow  trunk  of  an 
old  cyprefs,  which  he  climbs,  and  defcends 
into  the  cavity  from  above;  mean  while 
it  is  the  bulinefs  of  the  hunter, who  watches 
him  on  his  return  home,  to  mountby  means 
of  hooks,  and  feat  himfelf  on  a  neighbouring 
tree.    Here,  having  a  gun  in  one  hand,  and 

a  firebrand. 
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a  firebrand  in  the  other,  the  moment  he 
difcovers  the  hole  he  darts  his  torch  into 
the  trunk.  Frantic  with  rage  and  terror, 
the  bear  makes  a  fpring  from  his  den  ;  bat 
the  hunter,  with  great  dexterity,  feizes  the 
inflant  he  leaps  from  the  tree,  and  fhoots 
him  through  the  head  or  ihoulder.  The 
animal  drops  on  the  ground,  and  dies  under 
the  repeated  wounds  he  receives  from  his 
enemy. 

At  Nachitoches  I  was  anxious  for  intel- 
ligence refpeding  the  firft  Spanifli  fettle- 
ment;  and  learned  with  pleafure  that  it 
is  about  feven  leagues  diftant,  is  the  re- 
iidence  of  the  governor  of  Tegas,  and  is 
named  Adaes  or  Adaifles. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

My  "journey  from  Nachkoches,  by  Adaés  and 
Naquadoch — T^wo  excurfions  to  this  loft 
place. 

T  J  AV I N  G  fpent  only  three  days  at  this 
X  M.  poft,  I  prepared  to  fet  out  for  Adaés, 
and  with  this  view  hired  one  of  the  inhabi- 
tants as  a  guide,  who  was  more  difmal  in 
his  afped:,  and  brutal  in  his  manners,  than 
any  Efkimaux  favage  of  the  North.     He 
was   likewife  covered  with   rags,    and    in 
every  refped:  gave  me  a  moft  unfavourable 
idea  of  the  Creoles  in  general  of  the  fame 
nation.     I  alfo  hired  from  him  a  horfe  to 
tranfport  my  baggage,  which,  for  the  greater 
convenience  in  travelling,  I  packed  up  in 
three   bear-fkins  :   one  of  thefe  I  intended 
for  my  bed  ;  another  was  to  ferve  as  a  co- 
vering to  an  occalional  tent  ;  and  the  third 
was  meant  to  defend  my  neceflaries  from  the 
rain  in  thofe  uninhabited  regions  through 
which  I  propofed  to  proceed. 

We 
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We  quitted  Nachitoches  in  the  evening, 
and  purfued  our  journey  the  whole  night. 
About  the  middle  of  our  route  we  were 
confiderably  fatigued,  and  having  flopped 
for  a  few  minutes,  my  guide  prepared  to 
regale  me  with  an  ounce  of  bad  bread  made 
of  Indian  corn.  As  the  path  was  little  trod- 
den, lay  over  an  uneveji  furface,  was  much 
obfcured  by  the  woods,  and  frequently  ob- 
flrud:ed  with  large  trees  which  the  unfparing 
ravages  of  time  had  thrown  in  our  way,  we 
had  infinite  difficulty  to  keep  from  wandering* 
It  often  happened,  though  I  led  my  horfe 
by  die  bridle,  owing  to  the  crooked  path 
we  were  obliged  to  purfue,  that  we  flopped 
fliort  completely  bewildered.  About  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  however,  we  ar- 
rived at  the  hut  of  a  baptized  Indian,  who 
took  us  kindly  under  his  roof. 

Our  hoft  being  apprehenfive  my  goods 
might  be  deemed  contraband  by  the  Spa- 
niards, was  at  pains  to  conceal  them,  but  re- 
ftored  them  to  me  honeftly  afterwards.  I 
went  to  fleep  in  a  corner  of  his  houfe, 
which,  by  the  bye,  fcarcely  deferved  that 
name,    for  the  roof   was  only   fupportcd 

by 
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by  a  fort  of  paling,  the  greatefl  part  of 
which  had  fallen  to  the  ground  from  negli- 
gence and  length  of  time.  As  foon  as  it 
was  morning  the  family,  who  had  flept  in  a 
bed  clofe  by  the  fide  of  mine,  faluted  me,  and 
began  to  prepare  our  breakfail:.  From  our 
fare,  however,  it  was  but  too  plain  that  this 
baptized  Indian  was  far  from  being  in  good 
circumflances  ;  and  therefore  I  gave  him 
his  choice  of  money  or  linen,  in  order  to 
buy  us  proviiions.  The  latter  he  thought 
would  be  mofl  current  in  their  market  ; 
but  after  all  he  could  find  no  Indian  corn 
till  the  following  day,  and  even  then  in 
very  fmall  quantity.  I  became  immode- 
rately hungry,  aAd  urged  him  much  to 
make  farther  enquiries;  but  he  contented 
himfelf  with  affuring  me  that  there  was  not 
half  a  bufhel  of  Indian  corn  within  the 
bounds  of  the  fettlement  ;  and  here,  for 
the  firft  time  in  my  life,  1  experienced  in 
an  extreme  degree  the  deplorable  hardfhips 
of  real  want.  I  began  to  entertain  fufpi- 
cions  that  this  fad  fcarcity  of  provifions 
was  partly  at  leaft  affeâied,  and  very  difmal 
refledlions  came  acrofs  my  mind.  I  deter- 
VoL.  I.  E  mined 
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mined  to  go  into  the  village,  and  endea- 
vour to  find  lodging  in  a  family  of  more 
induflry,  and  in  an  eafier  fituation  of  life  j 
and  accordingly,  quitting  my  chriftian  fa- 
vage,  I  found  entertainment  in  the  houfe 
of  a  non-commiffioned  officer,  who,  though 
I  cannot  fay  he  kept  a  plentiful  table,  was 
always  provided  in  a  kind  of  m.eal  for  his 
family.  I  fuiFered,  however,  more  than  once, 
the  fevere  pinchings  of  hunger,  even  in  the 
houfe  of  my  new  landlord. 

The  fettlement  of  Adaes  confifts  of  about 
forty  miiferable  houfes,  conflrucfled  with 
flakes  driven  into  the  ground.  It  is  fituated  . 
on  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  the  top  of  which, 
formed  into  a  fquare,  and  inclofed  with  pa- 
lifadoes,  fuch  as  I  faw  at  Nachitoches, 
ferved  as  a  kind  of  fortrefs  to  the  village  a 
'thefe  forts  or  redoubts,  in  the  language 
of  the  country  are  named  prefidio.  The 
houfes  are  fcattered  about  the  weft  fide  of  . 
the  fort  ;  and  a  little  valley  lying  in  the  fame 
quarter  feparates  the  village  from  a  confi- 
derable  eminence,  on  which  ftands  a  church 
and  convent  of  Francifcans.  A  few  ftrag- 
gUng  trees,  and  a  heath  overgrown  with 

briars 
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briars  and  thickets,  and  bounded  every 
where  by  the  woods,  compofe  the  cheerlefs 
profped:  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  foil   is  almoft  intirely  deflitute  of 
water  -,  which  unhappy  circumflance,  joined 
to  the  natural  indolence  of  the  people,  fre- 
quently reduces  them  to  the  want  of  the  mofl 
common  neceflaries  of  life.  The  chief  means 
of  their  fubfiflence  is  Indian  corn,  which 
they  boil,  mixed  with  quick-lime,  whereby 
the  hufk  is  diflblved  to  a  kind  of  powder, 
and  the  grain  confiderably  foftened.     Hav- 
ing wafhed  and  bruifed  it  on  a  chocolate- 
ftone,  it  is  formed  into  a  lump  of  pafte, 
which   they  knead   between  their   hands. 
Of  this  dough  they  make  a  fort  of  cake, 
which  is  toafled  on  a  plate  of  iron  laid  over 
the  fire.     This  bread  is  the  native  food  of 
the  people  in  New  Spain  ;  and  indeed,  when 
thefe  thin  cakes,  or   rather  wafers,  named 
by  the  Spaniards  tortillas,  are  well  baked, 
they  are  far  from  being  unpleafint. 

The  inhabitants  of  Adaes,  confifling  m  a 

fpecies  of  cavalry,  live  by  an  appointment 

of  nearly  a  piaflre  a  day  ;  but  whether  it 

E  2  be 
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be  owing  to  the  extraordinary  expence  they 
incur  by  fending  for  their  cloathing  from 
Mexico,  or  rather,  perhaps,  their  idle  and 
iluggilli  difpofitions,  which  oWige  them  to 
import  even  their  daily  bread  from  a  dif- 
Unce,  the  pay  of  Spain  is  fcarce  equal  to 
a  bare  fubfiftence.  The  intervals  of  public 
fervice  are  employed  in  play,  of  which 
they  are  particularly  fond;  in  relating  their 
exploits  in  battle,  the  perils  and  hardfhips 
they  have  encountered  in  wild  and  inhofpi- 
table  regions;  and  on  horfeback,  in  vifiting, 
and  taming  their  cattle.  Their  bodies  are 
ftrong  and  mufcular,  though  fadly  broken  by 
their  fevere  campaigns  againft  the  favages, 
whom  they  name,  probably  in  derifion,  Me- 
cos,  or  by  the  no  lefs  ruinous  confequences  of 
their  youthful  debaucheries.  They  are,  in 
general,  obliging,  humane,  compaffionate, 
and  brave  ;  eminently  diftinguifhed  in  the 
exercife  of  hofpitality,  they  are  known  to 
fhare,  under  the  immediate  preiTure  of  hun- 
ger, their  laft  morfel  of  bread  with  the  firft 
ftranger  who  happens  to  come  under  their 
roof.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  they  are  ex- 
tremely 
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tremely  proud;  and,  probably  owing  in  a 
great  meallire  to  necelîity,  little  addicl:ed 
either  to  truth  or  honefly. 

That  of  flc-alina^  I  have  obferved  is  in 
common  to  almoft  all  favage  nations,  and 
feems  to  arile  from  an  inilincflive  movement 
of  nature,  upon  the  firit  impulfe  of  which 
a  man  is  prompted  to  gratify  his  wants, 
without  waiting  for  the  deliberate  interfe- 
rence of  his  reafon.  This  principle,  be- 
fides,  is  much  ftrengthened  by  that  com- 
munity of  goods  which  every  individual  is 
ready  to  exercife  again  ft,  as  well  as  in  fa,-, 
vour  of  his  own  intereft  :  bi;t  this  defcrip- 
tiGn  of  mankind  have  one  great  advantage 
over  their  more  civilized  brethren,  namely, 
that  it  is  much  more  eafy  to  convince  them 
of  their  ignorance,  and  reclaim  them  from 
their  vices. 

The  half-favage  Spaniards  of  this  fettle- 
men  t  are  dreffed  in  the  moft  fantaftic  man- 
ner :  a  fort  of  under-waiftcoat  and  breeches 
without  a  feam,  but  pieced  together  with 
buttons  of  gold  and  filver,  and  commonly 
ornamented  with  lace,  ftockings  madç  of 
fkins,  and  flioes  whofe  upper-leathers  are 
E  3  cut 
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cut  into  thongs,  affording  free  accefs  to  the 
dirt  and  duft  as  well  as  to  the  air,  compofc 
their  ordinary  apparel.     A  large  hood  and 
ihort  cloak,  adorned  round  the  neck  with 
broad  ftripes  of  gold  lace,  feems  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  full  uniform,  and  is  only  worn 
on   horfeback.     But,   in   fpite  of  all  this 
finery,  one  often  meets  the  Spaniard  with- 
out either  hat  or  fhirt,  while  his  fumptuous 
uniform,  torn  by  the  briars  and  thorns  of 
the  woods,  hangs  in  a  thoufand  tatters  about 
his  perfon.     His  heels  are  ufually  armed 
with  a  pair  of  enormous  fpurs  about  five 
or  fix  inches  in  length.     His  armour  con- 
fiils  in  a  helmet  of  deer-lkin,  a  carabine, 
and  a  long  broad  fword.     Two  little  lea- 
thern boxes  placed  before  the  faddle  ferve 
to   hold   provifions  for  his   march.     The 
carabine  refts  commonly  in  the  flock,  but  is 
ufed  as  a  pillar,  during  night,  for  a  kind  of 
tent,  which  is  reared  occafionally  with  the 
Spanifh  hood,  in  order  to  proted:  him  from 
the  rain.  His  faddle-leathers,  neatly  dreffed, 
and   ftamped  with  various  ornamental  de- 
figns,  are  garnifiied  round  the  edges  with 
trinkets  of  fi:eel,  which,  like  as  many  little 
8  bells. 
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bells,  are  kept  perpetually  ringing  by  the 
motion  of  the  horfe.     The  rider  refts  his 
feet   in  a  couple  of  flirrups  at  leail  fifty 
pounds  in  weight,  which  are  compofed  of 
four  mafly  bars  of  iron  arranged   in   the 
form  of  a  crofs.     To  keep  the  horfeman 
ileady  in  his  feat,  and  to  conftrain  his  limbs 
to    that   polition    which   is   deemed   moll 
graceful  among  the  Spaniards,  are  the  chief 
purpofes  of  thofe  ponderous  flirrups.    Rid- 
ing in  them,  however,   to  a  novice,   is  a 
pretty  fevere  trial  of  his  patience;  for,  in 
my  fliort  experience  of  thefe  accoutrements, 
I  caught  a  fwelling  in  my  legs,  and  an  al- 
moft  entire  diflocation  of  my  joints.     If 
the  horfe  is  ftrong  enough  not  to   be   op- 
preffed  with  their  weight,  I  am  uncertain, 
after  aii,  whether  they  may  not  contribute 
to  his  eafe,  lince  they  form  a  fort  of  balance 
below   to  the  gravity  of  the  rider  on  his 
back.     The  bits  of  their  bridles,  which  are 
of  an  oblong   iliape,  and   extremely  well 
adapted  to  their  purpofe,  have  a  flrong  re- 
femblance  to  thofe  in  ufe  among  the  Arabs, 
who,   as   every  one  knows,   excel  in   the 
art  of  horfemanfliip  all  other   nations  in 
E  4  the 
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the  v/orld.  In  fine,  the  half-favage  Spa- 
niard, with  all  this  fingular  extravagance,  is 
an  excellent  rider,  and  when  completely 
equipped  and  mounted  never  failed  to  revive 
in  my  mind  all  the  ideas  of  ancient  chi- 
valry. 

According  to  my  beft  information  rela- 
tive to  the  road  from  hence  to  Mexico,  it  is 
a  journey  of  no  lefs  than  five  hundred  and 
fifty  leagues;  and  to  the  fécond  Spanifh 
fettlement  two  hundred  and  fifty,  by  a  way 
difficult  to  be  found,  and  acrofs  fivers,  many 
of  which  are  extremely  dangerous  in  their 
pafiage.  I  was  afifured,  that  though  at  times 
a  fmall  party  of  two  or  three  lavages  will 
undertake  and  accomplifh  this  expedition, 
yet,  with  the  incumbrance  of  baggage,  it 
would  be  deemed  highly  imprudent  to  at- 
tempt it  with  fewer  than  ten  or  twelve 
perfons  in  company.  It  was,  therefore, 
with  great,  regret  I  faw  myfelf  precluded 
from  entering  on  this  route,  otherwife  than 
in  a  kind  of  caravan  ;  and  here  I  had  the 
profped:  of  remaining  until  I  fhould  be 
joined  by  a  certain  number  of  companions. 

Learning,  however,  that  the  governor  of 

this 
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this  province,  who  had  been  recalled  to 
Mexico  in  confequence  of  a  difpute  be- 
tween him  and  his  fucceflbr,  had  fallen  ill 
at  the  diflance  of  fifty  leagues,  and  was  then 
adhially  living  at  the  refidence  of  a  mif- 
iionary,  in  a  place  called  Naquadoch  5  I 
refolved  to  join  him,  and  wait  till  the  re- 
covery of  his  health  fhould  enable  him  to 
continue  his  journey.  In  this  view  I  pur- 
chafed  a  horfe,  and  agreed  to  have  my  ef- 
fets tranfported  by  mules  belonging  to 
foldiers  in  the  governor's  fuite,  who  having 
come  hither  in  fearch  of  provifions,  were 
now  about  to  return.  The  guide  I  en- 
gaged at  this  place  vv^as  a  very  civil,  but  at 
bottom  a  very  roguifh  Mexican  :  he  was 
fmooth  and  obliging  in  his  deportment; 
but  before  we  parted  I  had  too  much  rea- 
fon  to  believe  that  his  own  interefl:,  in  con- 
tempt of  common  honefty,  was  the  ruling 
principle  of  his  conducft.  As  foon  as  we 
had  fairly  entered  the  woods,  he  took  care 
to  lofe  my  baggage-mule,  in  order  that,  un- 
der the  colour  of  finding  him,  he  might 
have  time,  in  my  abfence,  to  ileal  a  parcel 

of 
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of  my  lineni  which  he  concealed   among 
the  bufhes. 

The  face  of  this   country  is  agreeably 
diverfified  with  little  hilly  ridges,  which 
terminate   the  view  over  widely-extended 
plains;  whilfl  the  vallies   are   interfperfed 
with  meadows,  which,  probably  under  wa- 
ter during  winter,  are  covered  in   the  fine 
feafon  with  a  fpecies  of  grafs  of  a  furprifing 
height.      The   humid   parts   of  the   high 
grounds    abound    in    timber    of   different 
kinds  ;  but  the  more  dry  and  fterile  pro- 
duce pines   orly,   though   of  a  wonderful 
fize.     I  was  aflonifhed  to  obferve  the  vail 
number  of  thofe  trees  which  lay  proftrate 
on  the  ground,  whofe  bafes,  in  appearance 
powdered  over  with  foot  or  coal-duft,  con- 
veyed the  notion  of  their  roots  having  been 
confumed   with   fire.     The   fame    deceafe 
was  vifible  in  many  which   were  ftill  on 
foot  5  and  from  every   fymptom  it  would 
appear  that  the    pine,   becoming  black  at 
the  root,  diffolves  into  duft,  whilft  the  trunk 
gradually  lofes  its  balance,  and  at  lafl  falls 
to  the  ground.     I  cannot  refer  this  morta- 

litv 
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lity  of  the  firs  to  putrefcence,  fince  the 
foil,  climate,  as  well  as  the  fubftance  of 
the  tree,  are  extremely  dry  ;  but  am  rather 
of  opinion,  that  fuffering  a  certain  dif- 
charge  of  the  vegetable  juices,  they  a(5tually 
bleed  to  death.  In  our  progrefs  through 
this  country  we  frequently  met  with  a 
fpecies  of  roe-buck,  and  a  meagre  race  of 
wolves,  or  wild  dogs,  whofe  barking,  how- 
ever, is  very  different  from  that  of  the  fame 
kind  of  animal  in  Europe. 

Though  I  am  perfuaded  I  gave  every 
body  in  my  fervice  a  handfome  compenfa- 
tion  for  his  trouble,  confidering  the  fcarcity 
of  money  in  thofe  parts,  yet  a  kind  of  idle 
bafhfulnefs  induced  me  to  fhare  in  all  the 
toil  and  hardships  of  my  fellow  travellers. 
I  had  been  in  ufe,  fmce  my  departure  from 
New  Orleans,  to  lleep  in  the  open  air  ;  but 
the  nights  becoming  cold,  while  the  days 
comparatively  were  extremely  hot,  I  caught 
a  fever  at  thirty  leagues  from  Adaés,  which 
continued  all  the  way  to  Naquadoch.  At 
every  return  of  my  diforder  a  giddinefs  in 
my  head  depriving  me  almoft  intirely  of 
the  ufe  of  my  bodily  faculties,  Providence 

alone 
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alone  preferved  me  twenty  times  from 
breaking  my  neck,  by  falling  from  my 
horfe,  or  by  running  againft  the  branches 
of  trees  which  projecft  over  the  path.  On 
thefe  occaflons  reflection  was  the  only  fenfe 
I  retained,  and  I  knew  we  were  under  the 
neceffity  of  reaching  a  certain  rivulet  in  the 
evening,  where  we  were  fare  to  find  water 
and  paflure  for  our  cattle.  We  arrived  at 
Naquadoch,  and  after  a  little  repofe  I 
recovered  my  health,  and  was  refliored  to 
my  ufual  ftrength  and  fpirits.  We  had 
already  palTed  a  million,  named  Aiffes^  and 
that,  with  Naquadoch,  are  the  only  ha- 
bitations on  this  route.  There  are  in  their 
vicinity  fevcral  favage  villages,  which  are 
feldom  long  either  at  peace  or  war  with  the 
Spaniards. 

Upon  my  arrival,  the  old  governor,  whom 
I  have  mentioned,  received  me  civilly  ;  but 
there  being  an  extreme  fcarcity  of  provi- 
iions  in  the  miffion,  as  well  as  among  the 
neighbouring  favages,  and  my  propofed 
journey  confifting  of  two  hundred  leagues, 
through  a  very  wild  and  uncultivated  coun- 
try, I  found  myfelf  under  the  hard  neceffity 

of 
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of  returning  to  Adaes,  in  order  to  provide 
for  my  future  fubfiflence. 

I  ufed  every  means  in  my  power  to  find 
a  companion,  or  even  a  guide,  but  in  vain  ; 
and  was  at  laft  obliged  to  depart  alone.  I 
travelled  till  the  fall  of  night,  when,  laying 
myfelf  down  on  my  bear-ikins,  with  my 
mule  tied  to  a  tree,  and  grazing  by  my  fide, 
I  began  to  mufe  on  my  prefent  Angular 
fituation.  J  was  here  alone,  furrounded 
v/ith  darknefs,  in  the  midft  of  woods  un- 
known in  their  extent,  and  a  prey  to  th« 
firfi:  monfler  or  favage  of  the  defert.  Often, 
during  this  fliort  journey  of  fifty  leagues, 
had  I  reafon  to  commit  myfelf  to  the  great 
Author  of  my  being,  and  in  many  inflances 
to  admire  the  vifible  exercife  of  his  paternal 
care.  I  might  new  be  faid  to  lead  the  life 
of  a  favage  -,  for  my  provifions,  the  beft  in- 
deed for  the  purpofe  of  travelling,  confifted 
in  a  piece  of  flefli  dried  in  the  fun,  and 
a  fmall  quantity  of  ground  Indian  corn, 
named  by  the  Spaniards  pynok'.  This 
meal,  when  mixed  with  water,  fwells  to  a 
great  bulk,  înfomuch  that  a  fingle  handful 
of  it  fuffices  amply  for  one  repafl".     The 

day 
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day  after  my  departure  from  Naquadoch 
I  found  myfelf  all  of  a  fudden  in  circum- 
ftances  of  the  moft  imminent  danger  :  I 
had  begun  my  march  before  day,  and  hav- 
ing the  misfortune  to  lofe  myfelf  in  the 
woods,  I  wandered  into  a  beaten  path,  and 
was  led  diredlly  to  a  favage  village  ;  hap- 
pily, however,  I  recognized  it  through  the 
trees  by  the  round  and  conical  form  of  their 
huts;  and  here,  in  all  probability,  I  owed  my 
life  to  Providence,  and  the  obfcurity  of  the 
morning  -,  for  had  the  favages  chanced  to 
be  awake,  prefuming,  under  the  firft  im- 
pulfe  of  furprize,  that  I  came  with  the  evil 
intention  of  a  fpy  or  robber,  they  would 
undoubtedly  have  fired  upon  me. 

,  A  few  days  afterwards  1  obferved  a  party 
of  favages  before  me,  when  that  involun- 
tary fear  of  them  entertained  by  Europeans, 
which  I  had  not  been  yet  able  to  get  intirely 
rid  of,  prompted  me  to  llculk  from  the  path, 
with  a  view  to  dine,  as  well  as  to  avoid  their 
company.  The  moment,  however,  I  alight- 
ed from  my  mule,  I  was  accofted  by  a  couple 
of  thpir'^  women,  who  requefled  I  would 
iupply  them  with  fome  of  my  Indian  corn. 

I  very 
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Ï  very  readily  (hared  with  them  what  little 
I  had  ;  but  the  reader  may  guefs  my  fur- 
prize,  when,  after  feveral  days,  they  return- 
ed to  teftify  their  gratitude,  by  making  me 
a  prefent  of  cakes  made  of  wild  fruit.  I 
afterwards  fell  in  with  men  of  the  fame  vil- 
lage, from  whom  I  received  much  kindnefs, 
who  were  at  great  pains  to  put  me  in  the 
beft  path,  and  to  inftrud:  me  as  to  the  places 
moft  convenient  for  feeding  my  mule,  as 
well  as  for  my  own  accommodation. 

At  night,  having  again  tied  my  mule  to 
the  flump  of  a  tree,  where  the  grafs  was 
particularly  fine,  I  ftretched  myfelf  on 
my  bear-fkins,  and  went  to  fleep.  About 
midnight,  however,  I  awaked,  as  ufuaî, 
in  order  to  change  him  to  new  paiture, 
but,  to  my  great  mortification,  he  was 
gone.  What  a  difmal  profped:  opened  to 
my  mind  !  I  had  loft  my  mule,  was  in  the 
midfl  of  an  immenfe  foreft,  without  pro- 
vifions,  and  without  arms  either  to  pro- 
cure fubfiftence,  or  to  defend  my  life  ao-ainft 
an  enemy.  I  looked  with  a  melancholy 
heart  upon  my  bear-ficins  and  faddle,  which 
ferved  me  for  a  bed  and  pillow;  and  under 

the 
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the  terror  of  lofing  myfclf  in  the  woods, 
almofl  trembled  at  the  thoughts  of  ventur- 
ing forth  in  fearch  of  him.  Neceffi ty, 
however,  at  laft  prevailed  over  my  fears; 
and  colled:ing  all  my  courage  and  prefence 
of  mind,  after  conjecturing  from  the  moon's 
place  the  direction  of  the  path,  I  rufhed 
into  the  woods.  Luckily  I  found  my  mule 
in  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour,  grazing  the 
jdoping  bank  of  a  rivulet,  which  afforded 
him  good  pafture  ;  but  by  what  means  he 
was  to  be  caught  I  knew  not,  and  this  gave 
me  new  caufe  of  difquietude.  I  can  fay 
truly,  that  here,  as  in  other  trying  fituations, 
my  patience  never  forfook  me  -,  and  after 
various  fruitlefs  efforts,  I  at  length  got  hold 
of  him.  In  this  painful  interval  of  fuf- 
pence,  I  had  embraced  the  refolution,  rather 
than  return  to  Naquadoch,  to  continue  my 
journey  on  foot,  or  to  addrefs  myfelf  to  the. 
humanity  of  the  favages,  who  are  enemies 
to  the  Spaniards,  and  in  the  courfe  of  their 
hoftihties  are  ufed  to  ramble  all  over  thofe 
parts.  By  fubfequent  experience,  how- 
ever, of  the  great  difhculties  which  occur 
in  this  route,  I  was  convinced  that  this  idea 

was 
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Was  impraticable,  fince  no  favage  who  is  an 
entire  ftranger  in  the  country  is  bold  enough 
to  attempt  it.  I  at  laft  accompliflied  my 
journey  ;  and  having  bought  proviiions  for 
my  propofed  route,  again  turned  my  face 
towards  the  miffion  of  Naquadoch. 

About  noon,  on  the  fàrfl  day  of  my  re- 
turn, accident  or  the  fagacity  of  my  mule 
conducted  me  with  more  difcretion  than  I 
could  have  done  myfelf^  Having  arrived 
on  the  banks  of  a  little  river,  which,  the 
firft  time  I  pafTed  this  way,  I  had  crofled  at 
a  ford,  it  was  confiderably  fwollen  by  the 
late  rains  ;  but  having  been  defired  to  ob- 
ferve  whether  certain  ftones  on  the  verge 
of  the  river  appeared  above  the  water,  a 
fign  that  it  is  in  a  fituation  to  be  pafTed,  I 
thought  I  faw  them,  and  entered  boldly 
into  the  channel.  Before,  however,  I  was 
half  way  towards  the  other  fide,  my  mule, 
though  urged  to  go  on  by  all  the  means  in 
tny  power,  refufed  to  obey  me,  and  at  lafl  be- 
coming furious,  reared  and  bounced,  hurry- 
ing me  backward  to  the  fhore.  I  gave  way 
to  the  obflinacy  of  his  nature,  but  without 
knowing  by  what  expedient  I  might  ex- 
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tricate  myfelf  from  my  prefent  dangef. 
Having  no  alternative,  and  refledting  I 
might  poffibly  have  miftaken  the  palTage,  I 
led  him  back  to  the  path,  and  laying  the 
bridle  on  his  neck,  gave  him  the  fpur,  and 
left  him  to  take  his  own  courfe.  I  foon 
had  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  my  condud:; 
for  he  inftantly  quitted  the  path  in  a  new 
diredion,  and  paiTed  the  river  with  eafe  and 
fafety  to  us  both. 

In  a  little  time  afterwards  I  alighted 
to  take  fome  refrefhment,  and  obferving 
fomething  at  a  diftance  which  engaged  my 
attention,  I  tied  my  mule  to  a  tree,  and 
left  him  ;  but  I  was  greatly  furprifed  on 
my  return  to  find  him  rearing  and  foam- 
ing, and  to  all  appearance  in  a  flate  of 
frenzy.  His  rage,  however,  was  not  long 
a  matter  of  wonder  ;  for  I  found  the  poor 
animal  cruelly  infefted  with  a  vaft  fwarm 
of  bees,  which  darkened  the  air  over  his 
head.  I  made  hafte  to  cover  my  face  and 
hands  from  their  violence,  and  cutting  his 
halter,  pulled  him  after  me  at  full  fpeed. 
The  bees  arofe  in  amazing  multitudes,  but 
being  unable  to  keep  pace  with  us,  we  foon 
*  ^    efcaped 
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cfcaped  from  their  moleflation.  I  hoped 
to  reduce  the  inflammation  occalioned  by 
the  flings  of  thefe  infeds,  by  bathing  him 
in  the  river  ;  but  this  remedy  not  anfwer- 
ing  my  expectation,  I  thought  that  a  plen- 
tiful perfpiration,  produced  by  hard  riding, 
might  have  more  effedl,  and  I  continued 
my  journey  to  a  later  hour  than  ufual. 

The  governor  being  much  recovered 
from  his  late  indifpolltion,  had  begun  to 
think  of  refuming  his  march  -,  and  there- 
fore, vv^ith  the  afliftance  of  the  father  mif- 
fionary,  I  purchafed  a  couple  of  mules  for 
my  approaching  travels. 

Here  I  met  vsrith  an  inftance  of  genero- 
lity  in  favages,  which,  for  the  fake  of  fuch 
Europeans  as  are  apt  to  fpeak  contemptu- 
oufly  of  the  uncivilized  native  of  America, 
I  (hall  take  the  liberty  to  relate.  A  poor 
man  applied  to  our  little  caravan,  praying 
that  we  might  be  pleafed  to  afford  him 
maintenance  and  his  pafTage  to  the  fettle- 
ment  of  San  Antonio.  His  petition  was 
deemed  highly  unreafonable  by  the  greatefl: 
part  of  the  company,  and  by  all  rejected  ; 
for  although  I  would  readily  have  contri- 
F  2  buted 
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buted  to  his  affiftance,  yet  it  was  not  con-- 
venient  to  render  him  this  fervice  alone. 
But  I  will  leave  the  reader  to  judge  of  our 
aftonifhment,  when  we  were  afterwards  in- 
formed that  the  favages  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, getting  notice  of  the  poor  man's 
application,  not  only  found  him  a  horfe 
and  provifions  for  the  journey,  but  con- 
duced him  to  the  conânes  of  that  fettle- 
men  t. 

I  have  had  frequent  opportunities  to  ob- 
ferve  moral  difpoiitions  in  the  men  we  calt 
favages,  that  would  do  much  honour  to  the 
moft  civilized  European;  difpofitions  whofe 
influence  on  their  conduct  is  only  inter- 
rupted under  the  violence  of  an  unruly 
pafiion;  but  even  in  fuch  fituations,  the 
firft  fallies  of  his  rage  having. foon  fubfided,. 
that  equanimity  of  which  the  favage  affords 
an  eminent  example  refumes  its  afcendency 
over  his  mind.  But  will  it  be  faid,  that 
reafon,  depraved  by  education  and  the  ex- 
ample of  others,  fo  often  to  be  met  with 
in  civilized  nations,^  or  a  dark  and  delign- 
ing  policy,  which  in  obedience  to  fober 
judgment  contrives,  executes,  or  delays  the 

blackeft 
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Mackeil  villanies,  ever  enter  into  the  cha- 
radler  or  condu<ft  of  the  favage  ?  No  :  in 
the  fchool  of  nature  he  learned  to  be  ge- 
nerous, compafTionate,  friendly,  and  grate- 
ful ;  and  if  occafionally  he  falls  into  great 
irregularities,  fuch  as  theft,  cruelty,  or  li- 
centioufnefs,  either  he  has  been  corrupted 
in  his  acquaintance  with  Europeans,  or  he 
is  fubjedt  to  a  particular  ardency  of  blood 
which  precipitates  him  into  thofe  exceffes. 
In  the  province  of  Louifiana  I  obferved 
with  fincere  concern  that  the  French  had 
communicated  the  impurities  of  their  im- 
moral live^-to  feveral  families  among  this 
fimple  race  of  men.  At  Naquadoch  I 
faw  a  handfome  girl,  born  and  educated  in 
the  v^roods,  who  having  had  the  misfortune 
to  lofe  her  virtue,  abandoned  her  perfon,  I 
will  not  fay  to  any  one  without  diftincflion, 
but  to  fuch  as  were  inclined  to  make  her  a 
trifling  prefent.  Evil  communication,  and 
frequent  intercourfe  with  foreigners,  creat- 
ing a  tafte  for  luxury  and  convenience,  have 
fown  the  firft  feeds  of  depravity  among  a 
people  who  otherwife  might  have  conti- 
F  3  nued 
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nued  to  enjoy  the  happy  innocence  of  their 
woods.  The  ruftic  fimplicity  of  the  favage 
reftraining  his  defires  within  a  narrow  com- 
pafs,  and  difcouraging  his  mixing  eafily  in 
the  company  of  ftrangers,  forms  the  greateft 
fecurity  to  the  purity  and  integrity  of  his 
manners.  A  clofe  attention  to  what  paffes 
among  the  other  animals,  which  in  the  ori- 
ginal movements  of  their  nature  differ 
little  from  our  own  fpecies,  has  greatly 
confirmed  me  in  the  truth  of  this  obferva^ 
lion.  Before  I  difmifs  thefe  fhort  ftric- 
tures  on  the  charadter  of  the  favage,  I 
muft  add  to  the  lift  of  his  unfalhionable  vir- 
tues a  native  love  of  juflice  and  fair  dealing; 
who,  as  I  have  often  had  occaiion  to  remark, 
pays  his  little  debts  with  all  the  pundluality 
his  good  or  bad  fortune  in  hunting  may 
permit.  Chaflity,  in  fine,  feems  equally 
natural  to  fimple  and  undifciplined  minds 
with  any  other  virtue.  One  day  I  acci- 
dentally ftumhled  on  a  couple  who  had 
been  lately  married  as  they  lay  under  their 
bear-fkins,  and  faw  with  pleafure  the  un- 
affe<Sed   difconcertion  of  modefty   in   the 

timid 
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timid  Indian  beautifully  contrafted  with 
manly  confidence  and  fecurity,  untinged 
with  jealoufy  or  fhame,  on  the  part  of  her 
hufband. 

I  now  return  to  my  departure  from  the 
miffion  of  Naquadoch;  for,  as  it  would 
be  tedious  to  narrate  the  many  hardfliips 
which  occur  to  a  traveller  in  thofe  wild 
and  uncultivated  regions,  it  would  be 
equally  endlefs  to  defcribe  the  various  fen- 
fations  of  voluptuous  delight  which  in  the 
progrefs  of  this  journey  the  perception  of 
limple  nature,  vifible  in  the  afped  of  the, 
foil,  as  well  as  in  the  manners  of  the  people, 
excited  in  my  mind. 


4  CHAP. 
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CHAP.      V. 

ji  "Journey  from  Naquadoch,  by  the  Rhep 
Guadeloupe,  to  the  Settlement  of  San  An'* 
tonio  ^  and  my  Abode  in  that  Place, 

I  Was  now  on  the  point  of  commencing 
my  arduous  and  painful  journey;  and 
the  agreeable  profpeét  of  continuing  my  tra- 
vels had  effaced  the  impreflions  of  that  ex- 
treme fatigue  both  of  body  and  rnind  whicl^ 
Ï  had  experienced  eyer  fince  I  fet  out  fron^ 
Nev/  Orleans.  We  were  foon  in  readinefs 
to  depart;  and  accordingly,  on  the  2d  of 
November,  we  quitted  the  mifljon  of  Na« 
quadoch  :  what  with  foldiers  and  half-fa- 
yages  in  the  retinue  of  the  governor,  our 
company  confided  in  all  of  fifteen  perfons. 
We  had  twenty  loaded  mules,  befides  a  re- 
ferve  of  no  lefs  than  two  hundred  mules 
and  horfes.  The  excellent  order  obferved 
by  thofe  animalsj  efpecially  in  pafîing  bad 
roads,  in  which  fituation  their  difcipline 

and 
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and  inftinsfts  were  moil  confpicuous,  ren- 
.dered  our  little  caravan  an  entertaining  gb- 

jea. 

Two  days  from  our  departure  we  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  detained  in  a  meadow 
pn  the  border^  of  a  large  rivulet,  by  reafon 
pf  a  great  fall  of  rain,  which  had  rendered 
fhe  foil  fo  loofe  and  fpongy  that  our  horfes 
funk  to  their  girths  in  mire.     As  foon  as 
the  bottom  would  permit,   we  again   fet 
forward,  and  pafled  feveral  favage  villages, 
.called  'Tegas  de  San  Pedro.      This  nation 
appears  to   be  more  populous  than  any  I 
have  hitherto  niet  with  -,  and  in  many  re- 
fpedls  different  from  the  tribes  of  the  Mif- 
iilippi  and  Red  River.     The  latter,  for  in- 
ftance,  feldom  undertake  an  expedition  but 
by    water;    whereas   the    Tegas,    the   fa- 
yages  of  Aides,   Adaes,    and   Naquadoch, 
living  in  huts  far  from  navigable   rivers, 
have  applied  themfelves  to  the  rearing  of 
horfes   for   the    purpofes    of    conveyance. 
Here  the  favages  cultivate  Indian  corn  in 
greater  quantity,  are  lefs  addicted  to  the 
chace,  and  derive,  during  winter,  a  cond^ 
^érable  part  of  their  fubfiftence  from  dif-*. 

ferent 
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ferent  kinds  of  wild  fruit,  which  they  ga- 
ther in  the  woods,  and  make  into  cakes.  ' 
BlefTed  with  the  advantages  of  a  warmer  cli- 
mate and  more  grateful  foil,  they  receive 
from  the  unfolicited  bounty  of  nature  a  great 
proportion  of  their  nourishment  ;  and  hence 
it  probably  happens  that  they  are  lefs  ac- 
cullomed  to  animal  food  than  the  natives  of 
more  northern-  regions. 

Here  we  found  that  by  a  late  edidl  of 
the  new  governor,  the  French  of  Naqua- 
doch  had  been  forbidden  to  interfere  in 
the  traffic  of  the  natives,  which,  added  to 
the  habitually  cold  and  difobliging  condud: 
of  the  Spaniards,  had  prepared  the  favages 
for  hoflilities  ;  and  we  therefore  thought  it 
expedient  to  make  our  flay  fhort,  and  to 
have  as  little  communication  with  them  as 
pofTible.  Such  of  them,  however,  as  had 
lived  on  good  terms  with  the  late  governor, 
chofe  to  compliment  him  on  his  arrival; 
but  they  were  received  and  difmiffed  ac- 
cording to  every  rule  of  decency  and  dif- 
cretion.  Next  day  we  were  joined  by  a 
party  of  them  on  horfeback,  who  were' 
eager  to  difolay  with  much  oftentation  the' 

fwiftnefs 
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fwiftnefs  and  agility  of  their  horfes,  as  well 
as  their  own  Ikill  and  dexterity  in  the  art 
of  riding  ;  and  it  is  but  doing  them  juftice 
to  fay,  that  the  moft  noble  and  graceful  ob- 
jed:  I  have  ever  feen  was  one  of  thofe  fa- 
vages  mounted  and  running  at  full  fpeed. 
The  broad  Herculean  trunk  of  his  body, 
his  gun  leaning  over  the  left  arm,  and  his 
plaid  or  blanket  thrown  carelefsly  acrofs 
his  naked  fhoulders,  and  ftreaming  in  the 
wind,  was  fuch  an  appearance  as  I  could 
only  compare  to  fome  of  the  iinefi:  equef- 
trian  flatues  of  antiquity.  The  more  el- 
derly among  them,  of  a  lefs  violent  and  im- 
petuous charaâier,  rode  quietly  in  our  com- 
pany, with  their  wives  or  daughters  behind 
them.  The  women  behaved  in  our  pre- 
fence  with  the  greateft  decency,  and  ftu- 
died  to  avoid  our  too  inquifitive  regards  by 
fitting  clofer  to  their  condudors.  It  was 
their  intention,  I  prefume,  in  this  manner 
to  pay  their  refpeds  to  their  former  go- 
vernor j  but  I  could  guefs,  by  the  fhort- 
nefs  of  their  vifits,  that  they  were  by  no 
means  flattered  with  our  attention  to  their 
'VVpmen. 

In 
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In  eight  days  more  we  arrived  at  Trinity 
River,  which,  though  it  runs  with  a  ftrong 
current,  and  is  at  leaft  two  gun-lhots  in 
breadth,  we  were  able  to  ford  wjth  little 
inconvenience.  We  ufed  the  preraution, 
however,  to  pafs  in  two  colupins,  having 
our  beafls  of  burthien  in  the  middle,  and 
a  divifion  of  our  horfemen  on  each  fide  j 
that  while  this  broke  the  force  of  the  cur- 
rent, that  might  fuftain  the  weak  in  the  cen- 
tre, and  enabled  them  to  relift  the  preflure 
of  the  water.  When  the  caravan  was 
about  to  defcend  into  the  bed  of  the  river, 
it  was  curious  to  obferve  with  what  good 
fenfe  the  mules  let  themfelves  flide  down 
on  their  hinder  legs,  and  by  this  means  pre- 
ferved  their  balance,  and  confulted  the  fafety 
of  their  burthen.  We  continued  our  route 
almoft  due  weft,  and  our  favages  being  well 
acquainted  with  the  fjtuatjon  of  the  coun^ 
try,  paid  little  regard  to  any  beaten  path,  and 
yet  we  were  conftantly  conducted  by  the 
ihorteft  courfe  to  the  precife  fpot  we  wifli- 
ed  to  arrive  at. 

We  palTed  the  firft  branch  of  a  river 

named  Bras-,  but  finding  the  fécond  im- 

^  praâiiçable 


BY    SEA    AND    LANt).  y^f 

praticable  in  the  fame  manner,  we  halted 
at  a  part  of  its  courfe,  where  the  current 
(hoots  from  one  angular  point,  to  another 
on  the  oppofite  fhofe.     And  here  we  pro- 
ceeded  to   the   woods,   each   armed   with  ^ 
his  ax,  and  cutting  down  fuch  large  tree^ 
as  were  deemed  mofl  fuitable  to  our  pur- 
pofe,  we  rolled  them  into  the  river.     Of 
thefe  we  conftruâied  a  kind  of  raft,  tied  to- 
gether with  the  halters  of  our  horfes,  and 
named  by  the  Spaniards  balfas.    It  was  the 
bufinefs  of  two  experienced  fwimmers  who 
went  before,  each  with  a  rope  in  his  teeth, 
to  regulate  the  motion  of  the  raft,  while 
one  on  each  fide  affifted  its  progrefs,  and 
prevented  it  from  overfetting  in  the  river. 
Our  baggage  having  been  in  this  manner 
tranfported,  or  rather  fhot  acrofs  the  ftream, 
and  our  horfes  and  mules  led  down  to  the 
edge  of  the   water,   a  bold  and  powerful 
fwimmer  plunged  into  the  river,  accompa- 
nied by  a  favage  on  horfeback,  who,  calHng 
to  the  animals  in  a  language  of  their  own^ 
the   whole   troop  inftantly   followed  him. 
Meanwhile   we,   who    flood   on    the   op- 
pofite banl^  were  at  much  pains,  by  fhout- 

ing 
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ing  and  clamour,  to  attrad:  their  notice, 
and  to  entice  them  to  that  particular  fpot 
which  was  found  moll  convenient  for  their 
landing. 

It  is  difficult  to  imagine  the  fatigues  and 
hardfhips  we  experienced  in  paffing  the 
larger  rivulets  of  this  country.  In  order  to 
approach  them,  as  their  deep  channels  are 
generally  fituated  between  borders  of  mo- 
rafs,  we  were  frequently  under  the  necef- 
iity  of  either  covering  the  quagmire  with 
different  flrata  of  earth  and  faggot,  or  of 
opening  ourfelves  a  paffage  with  the  fpade. 
Our  baggage,  which  for  the  fake  of  a  dry 
fituation  had  been  left  confiderably  behind 
us,  was  then  to  be  brought  from  a  dif- 
tance;  and  in  fhort,  the  fame  operation 
being  equally  indifpenfable  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  rivulet,  I  have  fe.^n  us  fpend 
feveral  days  in  extricating  ourfelves  from 
the  embarraffment  of  one  miferable  little 
brook.  I  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  de- 
termine which  is  the  moft  painful  and  la- 
borous  undertaking,  to  combat  the  ftrong 
currents  of  the  Miffifippi,  and  the  falls  of 
Red   River;  or  to   purfue  a   route   lying 

acrofs 
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acrofs  large  rivers  incumbered  with  rocks, 
fometimes  fhallow  and  fometimes  of  great 
depth  ;  or  to  travel  over  a  deep  fenny  foil, 
cut  and  ploughed  up  with  numberlefs  miry 
rivulets.  But  the  flrong  features  of  man's 
natural  liberty  and  indépendance  embellifli- 
ed  in  my  eye  the  horrid  afped:  of  the  foil  ; 
and  the  gratification  I  derived  from  the 
rural  fcenes  through  which  we  were  con- 
ftantly  pafTmg,  was  the  chief  but  very  fa- 
tisfadory  reward  of  all  my  toils.  I  will 
not  pretend  to  defcribe  the  imprefiions  I 
received  in  thofe  fituations,  for  nothing 
lefs  than  experience  can  make  my  reader 
underftand  the  various  pleafing  emotions 
which  fimple  and  unperverted  nature  is 
formed  to  create  in  the  mind. 

In  the  province  of  Tegus,  and  chiefly 
on  the  borders  of  its  rivers,  grow  noble 
foreils  of  oaks  and  cypreiTes.  The  eye  of 
the  traveller,  pafTmg  into  their  vacuities, 
difcovers  in  certain  trees,  wholly  or  in  part 
fallen  to  decay,  the  large  but  now  ruinous 
productions  of  a  vigorous  foil.  The  bald 
and  mufty  tops  of  others,  (hew  they  are 
kept  on  foot  only  by  the  embraces  of  the 

liane, 
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liane,  a  plant  which  here  length  of  titHé 
has  almoft  equalled  in  fize  to  what  was 
anciently  its  fupp5fl-t.  The  feed  of  aged 
branches  depofited  in  the  cavities  of  their 
decayed  trunks,  and  meeting  with  a  fat 
compoft  of  rotten  leaves  and  twigs,  fpring 
luxuriant  from  their  fides,  affording  the 
agreeable  profpedfc  of  a  n\imerous  race  from 
the  wreck  and  afhes  of  the  paternal  tree. 
On  the  confines  of  an  adjacent  meadow, 
nature,  as  if  defirous  to  defend  certain  hoary 
favourites  from  the  ravages  of  time  and 
the  injuries  of  the  weather,  had  fpun  them 
a  grey  mofîy  mantle,  which  defcends  from 
the  fummit  of  their  talleft  branches  t6  the 
furface  of  the  ground. 

If  our  profpeâ:s  were  but  narrow  in  the? 
woods,  they  were  proportionally  of  ample 
extent  in  the  plains,  and  fuggefted  the 
unreftrained  freedom  of  theif  inhabitants.- 
Here  the  hent-deer  grazes  in  fuch  num- 
bers, that  I  miftook  them  at  a  diftance  for' 
a  company  of  ou.r  horfes  broken  loofe  ftom 
their  keepers.  In  the  abfence  of  the  little 
tyrant  man  ?t  fenfe  of  fecurity  feems  to 
actuate  all  the  different  races  of  animals  ;  a 

fad 
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fad  vifible  in  the  famiiiarity  with  which 
plover  and  other  of  the  feathered  tribes 
came  to  perch  on  the  backs  of  our  mules. 
Here,  perceiving  by  the  fnioke  which  arofe 
from  among  the  trees  that  we  v/ere  in  the 
vicinity  of  favage  habitations,  we  bsgan  to 
purfue  our  march  with  more  circumfpec* 
tion. 

The  Spaniards,  who  conduct  themfelves 
towards  the  natives  upon  principles  of  fe* 
verity,  very  different  from  the  gentle  policy 
of  the  French,  have  obliged  thofe  favages  to 
retire  further  towards  the  norths  a  treat- 
ment which  has  rendered  them  extremely 
inimical  to  the  SpaniHi  intereft  in  thofe 
parts. 

During  the  fliort  intervals  of  our  repofe, 
the  country  ever  (ince  we  quitted  Red  Ri- 
ver afforded  us  excellent  fport  of  roebuck 
and  wild  turkies  ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  our 
march  we  fhot  feveral  bears,  whofe  flefh 
we  found  good  and  palatable. 

We  met  vs^ith  a  fmall  cheftnut,  and  a  fpe- 
cies  of  nut  which  I  was  entirely  unac- 
quainted with  :  in  the  external  coat  it 
bears   a  refemblance  to   the  nutmeg,  but 
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the  kernel  is  equal  in  fweetnefs  to  any  I 
ever  tailed  in  Europe.  I  faw  many  plants 
of  the  vine  in  its  natural  and  uncultivated 
ftate;  but  the  fruit  in  greatefl  plenty  is  the 
common  cheflnut,  and  a  kind  of  wild  med- 
lar. We  took  care  to  lay  in  a  large  provi- 
fion  of  onions,  in  w^hich  this  country  moil 
particularly  abounds. 

We  began  to  obferve  the  traces  of  horn- 
ed cattle,  which  were  originally  tame,  but 
have  long  fmce  become  wild,  and  now 
roam  in  large  herds  all'over  the  plains.  The 
flour  of  the  Indian  corn,  made  according 
to  the  praâ:icc  of  the  country  into  a  kind 
of  gruel,  as  well  as  the  entire  grain  roail- 
ed  or  boiled,  I  had  always  found  a  very 
dry  and  inilpid  diet  ;  but  now  a  morfel  of 
fleili  taken  from  one  of  thefe  animals  af- 
forded me  a  moil  delicious  and  fucculent 
repail. 

Hunting  the  v/ild  bull,  fo  cuilomary  in 
this  country,  begins  with  a  fort  of  feilivity, 
and  ends  in  an  entertainment,  in  which  one 
of  their  carcafes  fupplies  the  only  ingre- 
dients. As  foon  as  a  herd  of  cattle  was 
feen  on  the  plain,  the  moil  fleet  and  adive 

of 
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of  our  cavalry  prepared  to  attack  them; 
and  defcending  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent, 
hunted  them  in  all  directions.  By-and-by, 
becoming  jaded  with  fatigue,  they  were 
ready  to  link  under  the  whip,  but  the 
hunters  flill  urging  them  to  flight  by  their 
loud  cries,  drove  them  at  laft,  mingled  with 
the  horfes,  from  the  field.  Such  of  the 
animals  as  were  unable  to  follow  were 
llaughtered  on  the  fpot  -,  when  their  pur- 
fuers,  having  fupplied  themfelves  with  what 
quantity  of  their  flefh  was  deemed  fuffi- 
cient,  abandoned  the  reft  to  the  v/olves. 

But  though  I  preferred  animal  food  to  In- 
dian corn,  I  derived  little  more  benefit  from 
the  one  than  from  the  other  j  for  my  fi:o- 
mach  having  been  weakened  and  fatigued 
by  a  long  courfe  of  firange  diet,  was  no 
longer  in  condition  to  digefi:  either.  I  had 
been  accufi:omed  to  eat  them  feparately,  re- 
ferving  the  Indian  corn  for  my  fubfiftence 
when  it  might  not  be  in  my  power  to  have 
any  other  ;  perhaps,  hov/ever,  I  might  have 
done  better  had  I  ufed  them  together;  but 
I  had  already  fuffered  fo  cruelly  from  hun- 
gcr,  that  my  concern,  for  futurity  often  pre- 
G  2  vented 


§4  TOUR  ROUND  THE  WORLD, 

vented  me  from  yielding  to  the  demands  of 
prefent  appetite.  I  experienced  the  truth 
of  what  is  ufually  faid  of  hunters  who 
live  entirely  on  animal  food,  but  which  I 
ufed  to  find  it  difficult  to  believe,  namely, 
that  befides  their  deriving  little  nourifli- 
ment  from  the  leaner  part,  it  foon  becomes 
ofFenfive  to  the  tafte,  whereas  the  fat  is 
both  more  nutritious,  and  continues  to  be 
agreeable  to  the  palate. 

We  croffed  Red  River  or  Colorado, 
which  in  breadth  and  current  is  much 
more  confiderable  than  either  of  the  other 
two  of  the  fame  name.  We  were  now  in 
a  country  excellently  fupplied  with  beef 
and  venifon,  which  were  therefore  the 
chief  articles  of  our  fubfiftence.  This  coun- 
try, perhaps  one  of  the  mofl  beautiful  in 
the  world,  confifcs  in  wide  plains  inter- 
feâ:ed  with  rivers  and  rivulets,  on  whofe 
banks  grow  tufts  of  wood,  containing 
various  aromatic  plants  little  known  in 
Europe.  We  arrived  at  a  deep  brook,  very 
properly  named  ^itto  Calçones,  and  in 
French,  ^litte  tes  Culottesy  which  we  paffed 
on  rafts.     But  whilfl  we  were  engaged  in 

this 
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this  operation  there  appeared  a  fmall  party 
of  Indians.  It  was  now  dark,  and  our 
company  being  feparated  by  'the  muddy 
bed  of  the  rivulet,  were  prevented  from 
unitino;  for  the  common  defence.  The  fa- 
vages  proceeded  diredtly  towards  our  horfes, 
which  were  feeding  in  the  meadow,  con- 
fident that  in  our  prefent  circumftances 
tkey  (hould  have  it  in  their  power  to  drive 
them  quietly  off  the  field.  They  had  been 
obferved,  however,  by  a  party  of  our  men, 
who,  aware  of  their  intention,  ran  inftantly 
to  oppofe  them^  and  here  our  vigilance 
meeting  with  their  want  of  numbers,  dif- 
appointed  them  of  their  booty. 

We  arrived  at  the  river  Guadeloupe,  the 
laft  of  any  confequence  on  the  road  to 
San  Antonio  i  and  here  the  fame  tedious 
and  irkfome  method  of  paffing  on  rafts  was 
repeated.  In  four  days  more  we  came  to 
plantations  of  Indian  corn,  from  the  ap- 
pearance of  which  I  could  eafily  perceive 
that  the  inhabitants  of  this  fettlement  are 
not  fo  miferably  idle  as  thofe  of  Adaes.  The 
crops  are  large  and  beautiful,  and  inter- 
fperfçd  with  meadow  ground,  upon  which 

G  3  are 
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are  reared  herds  and  flocks  of  almofl  every 
denomination.  We  begin  to  obferve  the 
Barbary  fig-tree  and  wild  burnet;  and  I 
was  fhewn  a  root  refembling  the  turnip,  a 
thin  ilice  of  which  purges  feverely,  but  I 
was  told  its  operation  is  countera(fled  by 
fwallowing  a  fmall  quantity  of  ground  In^ 
dian  corn.  Our  animals,  as  well  as  our- 
felves,  were  now  greatly  fatigued,  and  there- 
fore it  was  thought  expedient  to  make  a 
ihort  reft.  I  bought  a  third  mule,  and  we 
found  ourfelves  under  the  neceffity  of  ap^ 
pointing  a  guard  to  our  mules  and  horfes. 

The  reader  is  poffibly  furprifed  to  find 
us  attended  by  fo  numerous  a  train  of  ani- 
mals ;  but  if  he  only  confiders  the  difficul- 
ties of  our  march,  the  wild  and  rugged  fur- 
face  of  the  country,  and  the  occafion  wc 
had  for  a  freih  fupply  of  horfes  each  day, 
he  will  eafily  perceive  the  propriety  of  our 
conduct.  In  fhort,  on  the  lafl  day  of  No- 
vember, we  arrived  in  fafety  at  the  fettle- 
ment  of  San  Antonio. 

At  this  poll,  the  fécond  in  the  fame  di- 
redion  belonging  to  the  Spaniards,  I  met 
with  the  new  governor  of  the  province, 

v/hoiTî 
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•whom  I  had  juft  fcen  at  Adaés.  I  found 
he  had  taken  a  northern  road,  on  which, 
though  the  rivers  are  praélicable  on  horfe- 
back,  are  yet  never  to  be  attempted  with 
the  incumbrance  of  loaded  mules.  In  the 
countries  bordering  on  thofe  rivers  relide 
the  favage  tribes  named  Tegas  and  Apaches, 
the  laft  of  which  entertain  an  implacable 
enmity  againfc  the  Spaniards.  The  Apaches, 
after  driving  them  from  a  fettlement  in 
thofe  parts,  called  Sa?i  Xavier,  were  re- 
pelled in  their  turn,  and  obliged  to  feek 
habitations  in  more  northern  regions.  Al- 
though the  population  of  favage  nations  is 
not  expected  to  be  very  conliderable,  yet 
from  the  province  of  Louiliana  to  San 
Pedro  we  pafled  their  villages  at  intervals  of 
twenty-five  and  thirty  leagues,  and  fome- 
times  at  a  fhorter  diftance.  But  that  vafl 
country  iituated  on  this  lide  of  the  San 
Pedro  villages,  and  which  llretches  all  the 
way  to  Rio  Grande,  is  totally  deftitute  of 
inhabitants.  It  is  true,  thofe  regions  are 
/lill  frequented  by  favages;  but  they  have 
no  other  objeâ:  in  view  than  to  make 
war  upon  the  Spaniards,  to  drive  oft  their 
G  4  cattle^ 
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cattle,  to  hunt  thé  buffalo,  and  to  gather 
plaquemmes  and  cheftnuts,  with  which  they 
retire  to  their  villages  in  the  north.  Owing 
to  their  very  frequent  incurfions,  however, 
they  have  been  improperly  reprefented  as 
wandering  tribes. 

Whiift  I  remained  at  this  fettlement, 
the  favages  through  whofe  boundaries  we 
had  palled  at  San  Pedro,  incenfed  againfl 
the  governor  on  account  of  his  prohibi- 
tion of  their  trade  with  the  French  of 
Naquadoch,  made  an  irruption  into  the 
country,  and  carried  off  four  hundred  horfes 
from  San  Antonio.  The  alarm  being  gi- 
ven, the  garrifon  beat  to  arms,  and  mount- 
ing their  horfes,  purfued  to  the  diflance  of 
a  hundred  leagues,  without  being  able  to 
come  up  with  the  enemy.  The  Spaniards 
were  on  their  return  home,  and  had  reached 
the  river  Guadeloupe,  when  another  party 
of  the  fame  nation  rufhed  from  the  woods, 
and  made  a  fmart  fire  upon  them.  The 
garrifon,  after  making  a  vigorous  refiflance 
for  the  fpace  of  three  hours,  at  laft  yielded 
to  fuperior  numbers,  and  loft  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  befides  other  property,  a  hundred  and 
4  ïiïtY 
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fifty  horfes.  A  few  days  after  the  garri- 
fon  was  infulted  again  by  a  detachment  of 
the  fame  tribe  ;  and  the  governor  began  to 
fee  the  ntxeffity  of  putting  the  fort  in  a 
better  ftate  of  defence.  I  offered  my  fer- 
vices  to  the  garrifon,  and  we  prepared  to 
maintain  our  poft  with  courage  and  refoki- 
tion  ;  but  the  whole  affair  ended  at  lafl  in 
a  pitiful  little  llcirmifli. 

The  manner  of  fighting  pradlifed  by  the 
favages,  gave  me  no  mean  idea  of  their  mi- 
litary talents.  I  remarked,  that  when  they 
iirfl  meant  to  attack  us  at  Quitto  Calcones, 
they  aâied  on  the  prefumption  that  our 
force  being  divided  by  a  difficult  rivulet, 
might  probably  yield  them  an  incontefled 
viâiory;  and  indeed  'I  have  no  doubt  that 
had  they  been  either  a  little  more  alert 
in  their  condud:,  or  powerful  in  men, 
they  mufl  have  fucceeded  in  their  defign. 
Their  action  with  the  Spaniards,  as  I  was 
told,  at  the  paffage  of  the  Guadeloupe, 
happened  in  fimilar  circumflances,  and  was 
conducted  on  their  part  v/ith  the  fame  po- 
licy. It  is  ufual,  it  feems,  with  the  Spa- 
niards when  on  their  march  to  crofs  rivers 

in 
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in  two  divifions,  one  efcorting  the  gover- 
nor, and  the  other  covering  the  rear.   Now 
the  moment  the  governor  and  his  detach^ 
ment   entered  the    river  the  enemy,  who 
lay  in  ambufh  near  the  path,  rofe  and  at- 
tacked them.:    The  inftant  they  difcharged 
their  pieces,  they  ran  down  into  the  plain, 
and  were  covered  by   their  cavalry,   who 
upon  receiving  a  fignal  fprung  from  their 
thickets,  and  advanced  at  full  fpeed  to  fall 
upon  the  Spaniards.     In  this  manner  the 
engagement  was  maintained  for  fome  time, 
the  foot  marching  up  to  a  certain  diftance, 
in  order  to  fire  upon  the  enemy,  while  the 
horfemen  in  their  turn,  proceeding  to  the 
charge,  covered  the  infantry  in  their  re- 
treat, and  gave  them  time  to  re-load  their 
pieces.    The  Spaniards  inferiority  in  num^ 
bers,  and  too  great  eagernefs  to  give  affift^ 
an  ce  to  their   friends,   inducing   them   to 
weaken  the  rear,  the   favages  profited   of 
their  confufion,  and   throwing  themfelves 
between   the  main  body  and  the  baggage, 
remahied  mafters  of  the  field,  and  a  great 
number  of  horfcs, 

The  precaution   employed    by  the   fa- 
vages 
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?ages  to  prevent  their  being  taken  in  flight, 
feems  in  a  particular  manner  to  merit  no^ 
tice.  In  contemplation  of  flight  they  fl:rip 
themfelves  naked,  and  anointing  their  bo- 
dies with  oil,  frequently  elude  the  handjS 
of  their  purfuers  -,  a  practice  exactly  limi- 
Jar  to  that  which  was  in  ufe  among  the 
wrefllers  of  antiquity.  Upon  the  whoîcj 
however,  I  do  not  confider  favage  nations 
as  fl:eady  or  greatly  to  be  depended  upon  in 
the  pradice  of  war,  Like  all  other  raw 
piilitia,  the  vivacity  of  their  iirfl:  attack 
foon  evaporates,  and  they  mufl:  in  general 
give  way  to  the  more  obflinate  and  per- 
fevering  bravery  of  European  regulars.  But 
after  all  I  was  far  from  being  diflatisfled 
that  they  declined  the  flege  of  Fort  San 
Antonio,  being  convinced  in  my  own 
mind  that  we  were  not  in  a  condition 
to  hold  out  againft  a  firfl:  vigorous  af- 
fault. 

Fort  San  Antonio  fl:ands  in  a  valley  of 
an  oblong  form,  one  fide  of  which  fronts 
an  angle  of  a  fmall  river  in  its  vicinity.  The 
different  avenues  leadino-  to  the  fettlement 
are  defended  by  large  pallifadoes,  while  the 

houfeâ 
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houfes  built  upon  its  circumference  ferve 
the  purpofe  of  walls  :  but  being  of  very 
confiderable  extent,  and  as  many  of  the 
houfes  are  in  ruins,  it  is  but  weakly  forti- 
fied, and  has  much  occafion  for  a  flronger 
garrifon.  It  is  befides  much  incumbered  > 
from  without  by  feveral  miferable  villages, 
which  give  encouragement  to  the  incur- 
fions  of  the  enemy..  The  fpace  too  inclofed 
by  the  angle  of  the  river  is  crouded  by  a 
multitude  of  huts,  which  are  occupied  by 
a  number  of  emigrants  from  the  Canary 
Ifles.  In  other  refpeds  the  fettlement  is 
pleafantlyfituated,  on  a  fmall  peninfula  flop- 
ing  gently  towards  the  river;  and  com- 
mands an  agreeable  profpecfl  over  the  op- 
pofite  grounds.  The  objed:  of  my  greateft 
furprize  in  this  part  of  the  world  is  the 
immenfe  fwarms  of  cranes  which  frequent 
the  borders  of  the  rivers.  The  houfes  of 
the  fettlement  may  perhaps  amount  to  two 
hundred,  two  thirds  of  which  are  built  of 
ftone.  Upon  the  roof  is  a  kind  of  earthen 
terrace,  which,  on  account  of  the  fmall 
quantity  of  rain,  and  the  temperate  nature 
of  the  climate,  are  found  abundantly  lafling; 

and 
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nnd  indeed,  fince  my  leaving  New  Orleans, 
I  did  not  experience  twenty  days  in  all  of 
rainy  weather.  I  am  told,  however,  that 
the  climate  of  Red  River,  Nachitoches, 
and  Adaés,  are  wet,  cold,  and  unwhole- 
fome  *  i  but  the  rains  of  Nachitoches  and 
Adaés  never  extend  fo  far  as  this  fettle- 
ment,  which  Hands  in  the  middle  of  a 
plain,  and  is  only  furrounded  by  thick 
woods  of  the  mefquitte.  If  we  except  a  few 
clumps  of  large  trees  which  are  found  on 
the  banks  of  the  Guadeloupe,  the  noble 
forefts  of  maiîy  timber  on  this  route  to- 
tally difappear  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Red  River  or  Colorado. 

This  military  flation  is  the  mofl:  im- 
portant of  four,  comprehended  within  the 
bounds  of  this  province  ;  to  wit,  Adaés,  at 
feven  leagues  diflance  from  Nachitoches; 
Acoquiffas,  a  hundred  leagues  fouth-weft 
from  Adaés  ;  Labadie  de  Spiritu  Sandlo, 
two  hundred  to  the  weft-fouth-'^veil  ;  and 
Fort  San  Antonio,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
leagues  weft  and  weft- fouth- weft  from  the 

*  This  is  probably  owing  to  the  high  woods .  and  marfhy 
grounds  in  the  vicinity  of  thofc  places. 

fame 
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fame  point  of  Adaés  :  weft  and  a  quarter 
north-weft  from  San  Antonio,  there  is  alfo 
the  ftation  of  San  Saba.  On  the  banks 
of  that  river,  and  at  the  diftance  of  a  hun- 
dred leagues  from  San  Antonio,  ftands  the 
poft  of  Rio  Grande  5  and  nearly  in  the 
fame  direction,  at  the  diftance  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  leagues  from  the  fame  point, 
are  Pajjs  de  Nord  and  Santa  Fe,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  New  Mexico.  It  appears  from 
this  detail,  that  geographers  lay  down 
New  Mexico  on  the  map  much  further 
towards  the  north  than  it  adually  is  ;  and 
though  the  circuitous  path  neceflarily  de- 
fcribed  by  travellers  in  traverfing  uninha- 
bited countries  muft  frequently  deceive 
them  as  to  diftance,  yet  I  am  convinced  that 
the  moft  northerly  of  the  Spanifh  fettle- 
ments  in  thofe  regions  lies  between  the  33d 
and  34th  degree  of  latitude*  The  province 
of  Cu villa  is  at  leaft  fifty  leagues  more  to 
the  fouth  than  it  is  reprefented  on  the 
map  ;  whilft  that  of  Sonora,  which  borders 
on  California,  lies  fouth-v/eft  of  Cuvilla. 
It  is  true,  the  Spaniards  had  formerly  pof- 
fefiions  furtlier  northward  ;  but  the  turbu- 
X  lent 
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lent  temper  and  frequent  inroads  of  the 
favages  at  length  compelled  them  to  give 
them  up;  and  it  was  not  without  great 
difficulty  they  were  able  to  maintain  their 
ground  at  Sati  Sabûy  Santa  Fé,  and  Pajfe  de 
Nord-,  infomuch  that  the  firfl  of  thefe 
was  once  ordered  by  the  Spaniards  to  be 
evacuated  and  demolifhed.  The  roads  lead- 
ing from  Nueva  Sonora  to  the  mines  of 
Serro  PrieftOy  being  rendered  almoft  impafT- 
able  by  the  favages,  I  faw  a  very  confider-» 
able  force  called  out  in  order  to  clear  them 
of  the  moleftation  of  the  northern  tribes. 
But  how  are  we  to  reconcile  thofe  fad:s 
with  the  number  of  Spanifh  polls  we  find 
on  the  map  to  the  northward  of  the  fettle- 
ments  above  mentioned  ?  Tiae  fad:  feems  to 
be,  according  to  the  befl  information  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain  from  fenfible  Indians, 
who  have  travelled  over  the  northern  extre- 
mities of  this  kingdom,  that  they  only  exifl 
in  the  imagination  of  certain  geographers. 
In  this  opinion  I  do  not  commit  my  credit 
with  the  public  on  my  own  conjed:ures, 
but  on  the  information  of  men  employed 

to 
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to  carry  the  different  articles  of  cloathinc^ 
to  the  Spaniards  in  their  moil  northern 
fettlements;  as  v/ell  as  on  the  veracity  of 
ieveral  engineers  in  the  fuite  of  the  go- 
vernor, who  came  from  Nouvelle- Sonora, 
and  who  had  been  inflru6led  to  take  plans 
of  all  the  pcfls  fituated  within  the  boun- 
daries of  the  northern  favages. 

In  the  fettlement  of  San  Antonio  we 
find  a  Spanifh  colony  from  the  Canary 
liles  ;  whilll:  all  their  other  ilations  confiffc 
merely  of  foidicrs,  and  a  few  Indians  who 
have  been  feduced  from  the  innocence  of 
favage  life.  Their  principal  employment  is 
to  rear  horfes,  mules,  cows,  and  ilieep.  Their 
cattle,  commonly  allowed  to  roam  at  large 
In  the  woods,  are  once  in  two  m.onths  dri- 
ven  into  fields  adjoining  to  the  houfes  of 
their  owners,  where  every  means  is  ufed 
to  render  them  tame  and  tra(ftable.  After 
having  been  fubje6led  to  hunger  and  con- 
finement, they  receive  their  liberty,  and  are 
facceeded  by  others,  which  experience  in 
their  turn  a  fimilar  courfe  of  difcipline. 
Such  of  the  inhabitants  as  are  at  pains  to 

prevent 
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prevent  their  herds  from  running  entirely- 
wild,  are  found  to  pofTefs  five  or  fix  thou- 
fand  head  of  cattle. 

The  inhabitants  of  San  Antonio  are  ex- 
cellent horfemen,  and  particularly  fond  of 
hunting  or  lacing  their  wild  animals.  Hav- 
ing entered  the  field,  and  ftarted  an  ani- 
mal they  mean  to  take  alive,  they  give  him 
chace  at  full  fpeed  from  wood  to  valley, 
till  his  fatigue  enables  them  to  come  with- 
in a  certain  diflance  of  him.  Here  the 
hunter,  holding  the  running  nooi^  of  a 
flrong  lafh  or  thong  coiled  round  his  arm 
in  his  right  hand,  throws  it  with  fuch 
dexterity,  that  he  feldom  fails  to  catch  him 
round  the  neck  or  horns  ;  and  in  the  fame 
infl:ant,  by  pulling  up  his  horfe,  or  turning 
him  abruptly  from  the  line  of  his  career, 
he  checks  his  prey,  and  obliges  him  to  ftand 
ftill.  A  cuflom  very  fimilar  to  this  is  de- 
fcribed  in  Anfon's  Voyages,  and  reprefent- 
ed  by  the  author  as  peculiar  to  the  coafl  of 
Patagonia. 

They  have  likewife  the  ufe  of  tame  ani- 
mals, which,  befides  being  ferviceable  to 
them  in  milk,   fupply  them  with  fat  and 

Vol.  I.  H  drie^i 
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dried  flefh  for  their  extenfive  peregrina- 
tions. Their  horfes  and  mules  are  no  fooner 
a  little  broken  in,  than  they  are  offered  to 
fale;  but  here  the  market  price  is  fo  ex- 
tremely low,  as  indeed  may  be  imagined, 
that  I  have  feen  a  good  horfe  fold  for  a 
pair  of  fhoes.  Having  only  one  or  two 
keepers  for  all  the  cattle  of  the  fettlement, 
even  their  domeftic  animals  run  day  and 
night  in  the  woods. 

The  keen  eye  which  the  habit  of  clofc 
and  minute  attention  has  beflowed  on  thofe 
people  is  truly  furprifing.  Difcovering  in 
the  morning  that  one  of  their  cattle  has 
difappeared  in  the  courfe  of  the  night, 
they  are  at  much  pains  to  examine  the  in- 
clination of  the  grafs  over  which  he  muft 
have  paffed,  when  they  can  diflinguifh  by 
the  prints  of  his  feet  whether  he  is  a  horfe 
or  mule,  and  whether  he  quitted  his  paf- 
ture  grazing  or  in  flight  :  nor  do  they  def- 
pair  of  finding  him  before  they  have  gone 
fifteen  perhaps  twenty  leagues  from  home. 
In  their  wars  with  the  favages  this  ex- 
treme nicety  of  fight  is  ftill  of  greater  con- 
fequence>  but  as  each  party  are  on  their 

guard 
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;guard  againft:  the  difcernment  of  the  other, 
and  both  have  the  fame  motives  to  con- 
ceal the  direction  of  their  flight,  it  is  ufual 
to  fet  fire  to  the  fv^ard  as  they  retreat,  leav- 
ing three  or  four  leagues  of  black  defert 
behind  them. 

They  are  often  in  danger  of  lofing  their 
way  in  the  meadows,  but  in  order  to  fecure 
themfelves  againft  this  inconvenience  they 
are  accuftomed  to  give  much  attention  to 
particular  trees,  and  the  pofition  of  the  ad- 
jacent woods,  which  ferve  to  affift  their 
recolle<5tion,  and  anfwer  the  purpofe  of 
conduâiing-pofts  in  civilized  countries*  In 
their  excurfions  through  the  woods  they 
difcover  the  quarter  of  the  north  by  ob- 
ferving  the  fide  of  the  tree  which,  being 
hidden  from  the  folar  rays,  acquires  a 
coat  of  greenifh  mofs,  whilft  that  expofed 
to  the  fouth  retains  a  neat  clean  fkin  of  a 
whitifh  colour.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
this  fettlement,  and  fituated  on  the  river, 
at  the  diftance  of  two  or  three  leagues  from 
one  another,  are  four  miflions,  confifting 
of  a  couple  of  Francifcans  each.  In  the 
houfes  of  thofe  miffionaries  favages  who 
H  2  have 
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have  been  captivated  in  war,  and  on  whom 
the  reverend  fathers  have  conferred  mar- 
riage and  baptifm,  receive  their  main- 
tenance and  education.  In  this  manner 
each  houfe  entertains  feven  or  eight  men, 
with  their  wives  and  children,  who  are  em- 
ployed, under  the  direftion  of  thefe  monks, 
in  certain  articles  of  induftry,  the  profits 
of  which  are  applied  to  the  emolument  of 
the  miffion.  The  rules  of  thofe  miffions, 
as  to  temporal  affairs,  are  nearly  the  fame 
with  thofe  obferved  by  the  jefuits  in  their 
fettlements  of  Paraguay;  but  they  are  ap- 
plied by  the  difciples  of  St.  Ignatius  in  a 
manner  much  more  liberal  and  conciliat- 
ing to  the  minds  of  their  favage  profe- 
lytes,  than  they  are  here  by  the  followers 
of  St.  Francis. 

The  favages  of  Tegas  are  the  laffc  who 
have  taken  to  the  ufe  of  the  firelock,  and 
maintain  any  intercourfe  with  the  French. 
Thofe  of  Apaches,  living  about  fifty  leagues 
northward  from  San  Antonio,  as  well  as 
all  the  maritime  tribes  between  the  illa- 
tions of  AcoquifTas  and  Labadie  de  Spiritu 
Sanc^o,  flill  ufe  the  bow  and  arrow.  Cer- 
tain 
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tain  Europeans  have  reprefented  the  latter, 
named  Coumaches,  as  a  race  of  cannibals  ^ 
but  according  to  the  Spaniards,  who  are 
probably  better  acquainted  with  their  man- 
ners, they  are  merely  a  cruel  daftardly 
kind  of  favages,  who  only  efcape  the  yoke 
of  llavery  by  taking  refuge  among  the 
rocks,  bays,  and  faftneffes  of  the  fea-coaft. 
The  Spaniards  make  war  upon  thofe 
miferable  tribes,  which  ftill  retain  the.  bow 
and  arrow,  almoft  with  impunity.  In  cafe 
of  an  engagement,  the  Spaniards,  covering 
their  heads  with  a  fort  of  fhield,  and  their 
bodies  with  a  great  coat,  confilling  of 
three  or  four  folds  of  deer-fkin,  quilted 
with  cotton,  are  in  condition  to  fet  the 
darts  of  the  enemy  at  defiance.  If  the  fa- 
vages happen  to  be  few  in  number,  and 
the  Spanifh  cavalry  think  themfelves  en- 
fured  of  an  eafy  vicftory,  referving  their 
fire  for  fituations  of  greater  neceffity,  they 
ufe  the  thong,  and  lace  them  like  wild 
horfes.  As  foon  as  a  favage  has  been 
caught  in  the  noofe,  he  is  bound  hand  and 
foot,  and  carried  to  the  refidence  of  a  mif- 
fionary,  who  makes  it  his  bufinefs,  by 
H  3  threats. 
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threats,  perfualion,  fevere  failing,  gentlc- 
nefs,  and  laft  of  all  by  marriage,  to  tame 
and  civilize  the  manners  of  his  prifoner. 
Having  been  inftruded  in  the  exiftence  of 
a  Supreme  Being,  providence,  and  the  more 
peculiar  dodtrines  of  Chriftianity,  he  is  ad- 
mitted to  the  privilege  of  baptifm, 

The  violent  prejudices  of  the  Spaniards 
not  only  retraining  them  from  all  inter- 
courfe  with  the  more  warlike  tribes,  but 
having  engaged  them  in  a  fyftem  of  policy 
moft  vexatious  to  thofe  nations,  their  pa- 
tience was  at  lafl  exhauiled,  and  they  aban- 
doned a  vafl  trad:  of  uninhabited  country 
to  the  north  of  New  Spain.  Whether  this 
immenfe  territory  could  have  been  obtain- 
ed by  open  and  avowed  war  is  doubtful  5 
at  leaft  it  muft  have  been  purchafed  by  the 
Spaniards  at  a  very  great  expence,  both  of 
blood  and  treafure. 

At  San  Antonio  I  lived  in  the  family 
of  an  excellent  Indian,  ibr  whom,  by  rea- 
fon  of  his  faithful,  difinterelled,  and  pa- 
tient fervices  in  the  courfe  of  my  travels 
from  Adaes,  I  contradled  a  moft  lincere 
friendfhip.     Having  now  made  a  confider- 

able 
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able  acquaintance  among  the  natives,  I  had 
the  fatisfaétion  to  find  that  my  plain  and 
fimple  manners  were  univerfally  popular. 
The  good  people,  I  could  obferve,  were  in 
hopçs  that  I  might  be  difpofed  to  fettle  in 
this  country,  for  my  inclinations  were  often 
founded  on  this  fubjecft.  The  quantity  of 
my  baggage,  which,  though  far  from  being 
very  confiderable,  would  have  been  a  kind 
of  fortune  to  a  man  of  their  condition, 
probably  fuggeiled  the  notion  that  I  was 
extremely  rich.  But  I  am  convinced,  that 
my  naïve,  decent,  and  temperate  behaviour, 
recommended  me  above  every  other  con- 
fideration  to  their  efteem,  and  might  have 
inclined  them  to  approve  of  my  falling  in 
love  with  one  of  their  daughters^  and 
I  will  add,  in  jufl  praife  of  Indian  beauty, 
that  the  perfons  and  difpofitions  of  indi- 
viduals among  them  gave  them  every  right 
to  exped;  it.  Befides,  as  we  all  ate  and 
flept  in  the  fame  apartment,  no  man 
could  have  fairer  opportunities  than  my- 
felf  of  obferving  the  (hapes,  or  of  obtaining 
the  affeâiions  and  confent  of  his  miftrefs. 
But  however  much  imprelTed  with  the  ex- 
P^  4  cellence 
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cellence  of  thofe  pure  and  gentle  manners 
which  are  the  refait  of  freedom,  a  decent 
mediocrity  of  fortune,  and  the  advantages 
of  a  pious  education  ;  and  however  fenfible 
I  might  be  to  the  charms  of  their  women, 
the  amiable  qualities  of  their  minds,  and 
the  beauty  and  fertility  of  the  furrounding 
country,  the  ftrong  partialities  I  flill  re- 
tained for  my  native  foil,  were  not  to  be 
fubdued. 

In  profpecl  of  my  approaching  journey  I 
purchafed  a  horfe  and  three  mules,  with 
a  confiderable  ftock  of  provifions;  for  I 
trembled  at  the  thoughts  of  being  again 
expofed  to  the  prefTure  of  hunger,  the 
agony  of  which  I  will  candidly  own  I  had 
lately  experienced  in  fo  exceffive  a  degree, 
as  to  abforb  every  other  idea  and  fentiment 
in  my  mind,  and  indeed  fo  as  almoft  to  ef- 
face the  firfl  and  ftrongeft  principles  of 
my  early  education. 

At  San  Antonio,  as  at  Adaes,  money  hav- 
ing little  circulation,  I  chofe  to  employ  a 
part  of  my  linen,  which  bears  a  higher  and 
more  convenient  value  with  the  Indians, 
for  the  payment  of  my  debts;  befides,  I 

wifhed 
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wifhed  to  be  fparing  of  what  money  was  in 
my  pofTeffion,  knowing  that  the  time  was 
at  no  great  diflance  when  that  article  would 
refume  its  ufual  confequence.  My  linen, 
however,  had  been  confiderably  diminifhed 
by  the  theft  of  a  Creole  native  of  Sartille, 
who  ftole  from  me  a  dozen  of  fhirts,  and 
fome  other  necelTaries  ;  but  at  the  fame  time 
I  acknowledge  that  I  received  from  an  in- 
habitant of  San  Antonio  a  bill  of  exchange 
upon  Mexico,  of  twenty  piaflres,  as  com- 
penfation  for  his  friend's  difhonefty.  I 
have  mentioned  the  place  of  this  Creole's 
nativity,  becaufe  in  the  little  misfortunes 
of  my  life  I  have  always  obferved  that  the 
malice  of  man  is  in  dired:  proportion  to  his 
birth,  education,  and  confequence  in  the 
world  ;  innocent  and  ingenuous  manners  di- 
minifliing  progreffively  from  the  native  of 
the  woods  to  the  villager,  Indian,  Creole, 
and  Spaniard;  the  lafl  of  whom  is  the  leaft 
friendly  and  fociable  of  the  whole.  From 
the  favage,  or  half-favage  Indian,  I  never 
received  injury  or  injuftice  of  any  kind; 
and  therefore,  in  my  peregrinations  through 
their  hamlets,  I  always  chofe  to  live  with 

the 
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the  Indian  in  preference  to  the  Spaniard  ;  a 
preference  v^hich,  while  it  adminillered  to 
nay  prefent  fatisfa(ftion,  by  means  of  the  in- 
tercourfe  I  enjoyed  with  men  unperverted 
by  art  and  refinement,  was  likewife  more 
agreeable  to  all  my  views  as  a  traveller, 


CHAP.      VI. 

A  Journey  from  San  Antotiîo,  by  Rheda, 
acrofs  Rio  Bravo  y  to  the  City  of  Sartille  ; 
and  my  Abode  in  that  Place, 

AVING  made  the  neceflary  prepa- 
rations for  our  departure,  we  began 
our  journey  on  the  17th  of  December;  but 
we  had  fcarce  proceeded  to  the  diftance  of 
five  leagues  when  we  were  advifed  by  a 
monk  to  be  on  our  guard  againft  a  party  of 
warlike  favages  who  infefted  the  roads,  and 
from  whom  he  himfelf  had  jufl  made  a  very 
narrow  efcape.   Our  convoy  having  quitted 

us 
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US  at  San  Antonio,  wd  found  that  in  cafe 
we  fliould  have  the  misfortune  to  be  at- 
tacked, we  were  entirely  without  the  means 
of  defence;  and  therefore  it  was  deemed  moft 
prudent  to  pafs  fome  time  at  the  houfe  of 
this  miffionary.  We  fent  out  fcouts  to  re- 
connoitre the  woods,  who  returned  to  us 
next  day  ;  when,  learning  that  the  favages 
had  difappeared  in  thofe  parts,  we  re  fumed 
our  march,  carefully  avoiding,  however, 
the  beaten  paths,  left  we  fhould  fall  in 
with  them  by  furprize.  We  traverfcd  large 
tracts  of  a  fliort  fpecies  of  the  mefquitte, 
the  only  refemblance  of  woods  we  had  met 
with  fince  we  pafTed  San  Antonio.  Thefc 
were  fucceeded  by  a  number  of  little  hilis 
abounding  in  fprings,  by  which  the  fubja- 
cent  grounds  are  rendered  almoft  impaflable. 
Following  the  diredlion  of  tlieir  ftreams, 
we  were  conducted  to  a  fmall  river  ;  but, 
on  account  of  rocks,  cavities  in  its  channel, 
and  rapidity  of  current,  extremely  diffi- 
cult of  paffage.  Hence  an  extenfive  fcene 
of  meadows  and  rivulets,  fkirted  v/ith  the 
mefquitte,   ilretches  to  Rio  Trio,  a  river 

which 
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which   v/e   pafTed   without   any    inconve- 
nience. 

We  met  with  feveral  lakes  abounding 
in  fiili  and  wild  fowl,  and  arrived  at  Rio  de 
les  Nukes  J  which  we  found  almoft  deftitute 
of  water,  but  whofe  channel,  containing  a 
deep  mud,  was  extremely  embarraffing  to 
our  march.  By  means,  however,  of  dif- 
ferent ftrata  of  earth  and  figgot,  after  much 
trouble  and  fatigue  we  accompliflied  our 
paifage.  Here  a  large  extent  of  beautiful 
meadow  introduced  us  to  an  open  cham- 
paign country  ;  and  after  a  journey  of  ten 
days  we  came  to  Rheda,  which  is  a  fmall 
village  coniifling  of  about  a  dozen  houfes, 
Rheda  is  fourfcore  leagues  diftant  from  San 
Antonio,  and  ftands  upon  a  river  called 
Rio  Grande,  or,  as  it  is  upon  the  maps,  Rio 
Bravo.  Next  to  the  Miflilippi  this  is  the 
moft  confiderable  river  in  thofe  regions,  and 
indeed  bears  fome  refemblance  to  it  both 
in  fize  and  ftrength  of  current. 

From  Rio  Grande,  which  we  crolTed  in 
a  ferry-boat,  the  country  becomes  much 
more  populous.     We  began  to  obferve  the 

tops 
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tops  of  high  mountains,  which,  as  I  had  not 
met  with  one  confiderable  hill  fmce  the  firfl 
day  of  my  travels,  had  fomewhat  the  air  of 
novelty.     The  country,  in  fome  places,  is 
well  cultivated,   and  prefents  the  traveller 
with  extenfive  fields  of  Indian  corn.     The 
atmofphere  fwarms  with  numberlefs  cranes; 
and  our  journey  lying  acrofs  a  beautiful  as 
well  as  plentiful  country,   compared  with 
the  former  part  of  it,  becomes  extremely 
pleafant.     We  pafled  the  rapid  currents  of 
Salt  River,  which,  a   little  higher,   takes 
the  name  of  Sabinas,     Here  we  caught  a 
violent  flux,  owing  to  the  mineral  waters  of 
the  country,  which  are  fo  powerful  in  their 
operation  that  even  our  animals  were  tor- 
mented with  the  fame  diforder.    We  palTed 
feveral  hot  fprings,  which  are  remarkably 
fait  and  bitter  to  the  tafte,  and  yet  fuch 
was  the  water  we  were  obliged  to  make 
ufe   of  over   the   whole   of  this  dry  and 
inhofpitable   diftrid:.      The   low   grounds 
abound  in  woods  of  the  mefquitte,  or  prickly 
currant,  under  which  is  a  neat  clean  foil; 
whilil  the  heights  are  covered  with  thorny 
Ihrubs  of  a  puny  growth,  of  which  there 
8  are 
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are  various  fpecies  curioufly  diverfified  in 
the  fhape  and  fize  of  the  prickle.  In  one 
it  refembles  a  dart;  in  another  a  faw;  in  a 
third  a  harpoon  -,  and  all  of  them  have  the 
point  of  the  niceft  needle.  They  enter  the 
flefh  upon  the  flighted  conta<5t;  but  are 
only  extrafted  by  tearing  the  fkin,  which 
gives  occafion  to  the  moft  acute  pain. 
This  is  one  of  thofe  cruel  taxes  which  Na- 
ture has  thought  proper  to  impofe  on  the 
patient  curiofity  of  the  traveller. 

Another  inconvenience  which  awaits  him 
in  this  country  is  the  abominable  fmell  of 
an  animal  without  the  agility  but  nearly  of 
the  fame  fize  with  a  rabbit.  This  creature, 
when  hard  prelTed,  and  finding  himfelf  in 
jeopardy  of  being  taken,  emits  a  moil:  into- 
lerable flench,  which  threatens  fuffocation 
to  his  purfuers,  and  is  only  eluded  by  a  pre- 
cipitate flight.  I  fawin  the  plains  of  Tegas 
an  "animal  about  the  fize  of  a  large  cat,  and 
refcmbUng  that  fpecies  in  his  mouth,  nofe, 
and  ears.  He  had  a  fliort  reddifh  fur,  his 
body  and  paws  thick  and  fhort,  with  the 
face  of  a  rabbit.  One  of  them  we  were 
lucky  enough  to  kill,  which  was  roafled, 

and 
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and  afForded  us  an  excellent  repaft.  His 
flefli  is  fair,  pleafant  to  the  tafte,  and  inter- 
larded with  fat  in  the  manner  of  pork.  The 
name  of  this  animal  in  the  Indian  language 
is  Taccouage.  I  heard  much  of  the  rattle- 
fnake,  but  never  faw  one  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  my  travels  through  this  country. 

At  a  (hort  diilance  on  the  left  appear  the 
mines  of  Sierra  and  Luiguana,  furrounded 
by  a  croud  of  hamlets.  We  pafTed  a  num- 
ber of  fcattered  villages  belonging  to  the 
Indians  of  Funta  Sant  Tago,  and  Caldera^ 
and  came  in  view  of  a  detached  mountain 
to  the  weilward,  which  is  named,  from  its 
ihape,  the  Table  of  Caldera.  This  moun- 
tain rifes  on  all  lides  in  the  form  of  a  fugar- 
loaf,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  inacceflible 
even  to  the  goat,  except  by  one  path,  which 
is  likewife  extremely  difficuh.  The  top, 
however,  flretches  into  a  fruitful  plain, 
which  being  well  fupplied  in  rich  fprings 
of  fine  water,  affords  excellent  pafture 
to  numerous  herds  of  cattle.  A  houfe 
built  acrofs  the  upper-end  of  the  path  pre- 
vents their  efcape,  and  confines  them  with- 
in 
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in  the  bounds  of  this  fingular  park  or 
terrace. 

The  territories  of  thofe  civilized  Indians 
who  fell  under  the  Spanish  yoke  upon  the 
death  of  Montezuma,  including  the  village 
of  Caldera,  begin  at  Salt  River.  We  had 
now  entered  the  mountains,  and  the  fair 
plains  of  Tegas  gave  place  to  rugged  and 
barren  rocks,  with  here  and  there  a  little 
valley,  which  produces  the  wild  aloe,  the 
Barbary  fig-tree,  and  a  naked  plant  of  a 
fingle  flem,  known  in  Europe  by  the  name 
Cierge  FafcaL  The  trunk,  fpringing  from 
the  ground  to  the  height  of  fifteen  feet, 
fends  oif  four  or  five  branches,  which,  di- 
verging between  three  and  four  feet  from 
the  ftem,  ilioot  together  to  the  elevation  of 
twenty  feet  ;  and  this  is  the  only  plant  or 
tree  found  in  the  whole  of  this  country. 

In  four  days  more  we  entered  among 
trees,  which,  in  the  form  of  their  leaves 
and  arrangement  of  their  branches,  ap- 
peared to  be  a  fpecies  of  date.  It  may  be 
clafTed  with  the  fig-bannan  of  India,  which 
is   known   in  the   Philippine  ifles  by  the 

name 
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name  Dedas  de  Dama,  or  Lady's  fingers. 
The  foil  in  this  diflrid  is  remarkably  light 
and  dry. 

We  left  the  ftation  of  Cu villa  to  the 
weft,  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  leagues,  and 
came  to  a  country  of  fheep  and  goats,  which 
are  in  fuch  abundance  as  to  be  often  killed 
for  the  value  of  the  fkin.  We  followed  the 
courfe  of  a  little  river  above  Montery,  which 
is  extremely  fait,  as  indeed  is  all  the  water 
we  have  hitherto  met  with  from  Rio  Sa- 
lado  or  Sabinas  :  its  borders,  however,  are 
cultivated,  and  peopled  with  Indians.  Hav- 
ing travelled  over  a  mere  defert,  confifting 
chiefly  of  high  and  favage  mountains,  we 
at  laft  came  in  view  of  a  beautiful  plain 
highly  cultivated,  in  which  is  fituated  Sar- 
tille  ;  and  here,  after  travelling  a  hundred 
and  lixty  leagues  fouth-weft,  we  arrived  on 
the  20th  of  January,  1768.  I  ought  to 
have  mentioned,  that  two  days  before  my 
arrival  at  Sartille,  we  had  an  eclipfe  of  the 
fun,  appearing  to  me  more  confiderable,  and 
more  exadtly  central,  than  that  of  the  i  ft  of 
April,  1764,  which  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  obferving  in  Provence. 

Vol.  I.  I  Sartiiîe 
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Sartille  is  a  pretty  large  town  of  very 
confiJerable  population,  of  Spaniards  and 
Indians.  The  churches  and  fquares  are 
tolerably  handfome  ;  the  ftreets  broad, 
clean,  and  lined  on  each  fide  with  houfes 
of  ftone.  In  general,  however,  it  is  built 
in  a  bad  tafte,  particularly  the  houfes  of 
the  Indians,  who  have  no  notion  of  con- 
venience in  the  diilribution  of  their  apart- 
ments. The  fountains  which  one  meets 
in  different  parts  of  Sartille  are  of  much 
ufe  in  allaying  the  violent  heat  of  the 
fun,  Sartille  contains  a  number  of  confi- 
derable  merchants,  and  is  the  chief  mart  for 
favage  produdions  imported  from  thofe 
countries  we  had  lately  vifited,  and  which 
are  afterwards  retailed  among  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  neighbourhood.  It  like- 
wife  ferves  as  a  repofitory  for  all  the  dif- 
ferent articles  of  apparel,  as  well  as  the  lux- 
uries of  life,  which  the  favage  s  take  in  ex- 
change for  their  horfes,  fkins,  and  dried 
provifions.  The  Indians  are  the  only  part 
of  the  community  who  avoid  the  low  de- 
bauchery of  the  multitude,  the  fatal  confe- 
quences  of  which  their  neighbours  expe- 
rience 
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fîence  without  knowing  by  what  means 
they  may  be  remedied.  The  characfler  of 
the  people  at  large  is  haughty,  fraudulent, 
and  deceitful.  .  Under  high  pretenfions  to 
generofity,  they  are  at  pains  to  conceal 
their  natural  fentiments,  which  are  parti- 
cularly illiberal  and  felfifh.  In  fine,  they 
have  all  the  pride  and  flatelinefs  of  Caftile, 
without  the  noble  and  generous  qualities 
of  the  true  Spaniard. 

One  diftrid:  of  Sartille  is  occupied  by 
Spaniards  only,  or  by  fuch  as  affeâ:  to  be 
of  that  nation  j  for  the  fadt  is,  that  by  far 
the  greater  number  of  thfem  have  not  one 
eighth  part  of  European  blood  in  their 
veins.  Their  colour  is  a  fort  of  mixture 
of  the  Indian,  negro,  and  European  com- 
plexions. The  firfl:  is  conlidered  here  as 
of  the  loweft  extracftion,  and  therefore  has 
little  connexion  with  thofe  who  either  are 
or  pretend  to  be  Europeans. 

The  fécond  diflriâ:  is  inhabited  by  Indians 
named  Trafcaltequas,  who,  in  proportion  as 
the  Spaniards  are  haughty  and  indolent,  are 
gentle,  affable,  and  induftrious.     It  is  this 

I  a  clafs 
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clafs  of  the  people  who  apply  themfelves 
to  the  labour  of  the  foil,  and  who  culti- 
vate thofe  fields  and  gardens  whence  the 
inhabitants  are  fupplied  with  wheat  and 
Indian  corn  in  abundance.  Here,  for  the 
firft  time  fince  my  departure  from  New 
Orleans,  I  had  the  pleafure  to  meet  with 
excellent  wheat  bread.  The  gardens  pro- 
duce apples,  figs,  grapes,  every  European 
plant,  and  a  fpecies  of  fhrub  from  the 
juice  of  which  the  natives  are  ufed  to 
make  a  pretty  tolerable  beverage.  This 
fhrub  is  frequent  all  over  New  Spain,  is 
named  maguey,  and  its  fap  pouchre. 

Though  it  was  now  in  the  month  of 
January,  we  enjoyed,  under  a  iky  ftill  more 
pure  and  ferene  than  that  of  San  Antonio, 
the  moft  delightful  weather  in  the  world. 
I  afiifted  at  the  feafl  of  Candlemas,  which 
is  celebrated  at  Sartille  with  much  fo- 
lemnity,  but  in  a  manner  fomewhat  new. 
In  the  morning,  immediately  after  mafs,  the 
image  of  the  Virgin  is  carried  with  great 
pomp  through  the  principal  ftreets,  and 
having  been  placed  on  a  theatre  clofe  to  a 
S  circus 
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circus  ereded  for  the  purpofe  of  bull- 
fighting, every  one  retires.  Upon  the 
company's  return  from  their  afternoon's 
nap,  bulls  are  brought  upon  the  ftage, 
and  the  fpeâiacle  begins,  accompanied  by  a 
ridiculous  kind  of  mufic  performed  in  an 
orcheilra  at  the  elbow  of  the  Virgin.  The 
exhibition  continues  till  the  approach  of 
night  ;  when  the  Virgin,  efcorted  by  a  fé- 
cond proceflion,  returns  to  her  ufual  refi- 
dence  in  the  church.  The  combat  of  the 
bulls  is  fucceeded  by  a  fair,  the  principal  ar- 
ticles in  which  are  fweetmeats,  wines,  con- 
fedions,  and  many  other  incitements  to  glut- 
tony. On  this  occafion  is  pradifed  every  fpe- 
cies  of  Spanifh  gallantry,  though  the  people 
are  in  general  fo  poor,  that  many  of  them 
pawn  their  laft  fhirt  in  order  to  entertain 
their  friends  with  the  delicacies  of  the  fair. 
I  was  diverted  to  obferve  with  what  folly 
and  extravagance  hulbands  ape  towards 
their  wives  all  the  little  arts  of  the  lover» 
I  faw  one  of  thofe  women,  a  perfon  appa- 
rently not  deflitute  of  good  fenfe,  who  chofe 
to  be  offended  with  her  hufband  becaufe, 

I  3  being 
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being  without  a  penny  in  his  pocket,  he 
wanted  the  civility  to  part  with  a  favourite 
çouteau-de-chafîe  for  the  gratification  of 
her  caprice.  It  is  the  fafhion  for  both 
parties  to  aftedl  a  grave  and  ferions  deport- 
ment ;  while  the  hufband  makes  it  his  bu- 
nefs  to  demean  himfelf  towards  his  mate  as 
if  it  were  only  the  dawn  of  his  courtfhip. 
This  feftival,  one  fimilar  to  which  I  faw 
at  San  Antonio  in  honour  of  the  Concep-. 
tion,  lafted  three  days.  On  the  eve  of  this 
lail  it  is  cuftomary  for  the  people  to  pay 
their  refped:s  to  the  Virgin  in  a  kind  of 
mafquerade,  in  which  fome  afFeâ:  the  cha- 
racter of  devils,  others  that  of  angels,  whilft 
the  greateft  part  appear  in  the  male  and 
female  dreffes  of  the  Moors.  The  image 
of  the  Virgin  is  conveyed  from  the  church, 
and  being  introduced  to  the  ball-room  at  the 
houfe  of  the  mailer  of  the  ceremonies,  the 
dancing  begins,  mean-while  the  maiks  are 
entertained  with  a  collation  -,  and  the  fefti- 
val  finally  clofes  with  a  rude  dramatic  per- 
formance. It  often  happens  that  ufages 
originally  inftituted  for  pious  purpofes,  at 

lafl 
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laft  degenerate  into  the  moil  ridiculous  and 
extravagant  abufes. 

Eafl:  and  fouth-eafl  from  Sartille  are 
fituated  the  provinces  of  Parras  and  Reyno, 
which  abound  in  good  wine,  fruit,  Indian 
corn,  wheat,  and  cattle.  On  the  coail  of 
Reyno  is  the  harbour  of  Tempic,  a  coaft 
well  fupplied  with  great  variety  of  excellent 
fifh.  The  province  of  New  Spain  produces 
a  fmall  quantity  of  cochineal,  a  fpecies  of 
infedt  which  feeds  on  a  prickly  plant,  re- 
fembling  in  fome  refpetfls  the  Barbary  fig- 
tree,  but  whofe  leaves  arc  much  fmaller, 
and  of  a  finer  texture.  This  infect,  after 
making  a  little  cod  attached  to  the  leaves, 
fhuts  itfelf  up  in  it,  and  dies.  By  degrees 
it  acquires  colour  and  confiftency,  and 
takes  the  form  of  cochineal  immediately 
before  its  laft  preparation.  In  due  feafoii 
the  Indian  fpreads  a  linen  cloth  under  the 
leaves,  and  fhaking  the  branches,  the  cods 
or  cochineal  fall  to  the  ground.  This  ufe- 
ful  commodity  grows  in  the  fields  like 
indigo,  without  the  aid  of  cultivation,  and 
is  gathered  by  the  Indians  alone,  few  of 

I  4  whom 
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whom  have  any  conception  of  its  aâ:ual 
value. 

My  fellow-traveller  had  been  unable  to 
accomplifh  his  bulinefs  fo  foon  as  he  expe<5L- 
ed;  but  now,  being  in  the  beginning  of  Fe- 
bruary, we  began  to  prepare  for  our  journey. 
We  were  informed  that  the  roads  were  tole- 
rably good,  and  therefore  hoped  to  proceed 
more  expedition  fly  than  it  had  been  hither- 
to in  our  power,  by  reafon  of  our  baggage. 
In  this  view  I  intruded  the  principal  part 
of  mv  neceflaries   to    a   Francifcan   friar, 
who  undertook  to  have  them  forwarded  to 
Mexico  as  foon  as  he  had  delivered  cer- 
tain articles  of  apparel  at  different  miffions, 
fome  of  which  we  had  vifited  on  our  way 
to  Sartille.    The  men  who  accompanied  us 
to  this  place  now  returned  to  their  own 
country  ;  and  here  I  had  the  mortification 
to  bid  adieu  for  ever  to  my  good  Indian  of 
San  Antonio.     His  unwearied  zeal. to  ac- 
commodate himfelf  to  my  aukwardnefs  and 
inexperience,  in  countries  entirely  deilitute 
of  every  convenience  of  life,  made  a  deep 
impreffion  on  my  mind,  and  ia  what  I  can- 
not 
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not  fufficiently  acknowledge.  Here  there- 
fore I  was  obliged  to  hire  another  fervant  to 
attend  me  in  the  further  profecution  of  my 
travels. 


CHAP,     VII. 


A  journey  from  Sartille,  by  the  Cities  Char- 
casj  Sa?i  Louis  Potoji,  San  Miguel  el 
Grande  y  and  San  Juan  del  Rio,  to  Mexico  -, 
and  my  Abode  in  that  City, 

WE  departed  from  Sartille  on  our  way 
to  Mexico  the  loth  day  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1768  i  and  as  we  were  now  enter- 
ing a  country  faid  to  be  liberally  fupplied  in 
all  the  neceflaries  of  life,  we  were  relieved 
from  the  hardfhip  of  carrying  our  provi- 
fions  along  with  us.  The  firft  three  days 
of  our  march  prefented  us  with  a  chear- 
ful  and  populous  country,  but  the  three 
fucceeding  led  us  over  a  dry  defart  foil,  co- 
vered 
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vered  with  a  kind  of  acrid  duft,  pofleffing 
certain  qualities  of  quick-lime.  Our  pre- 
fent  route  fupplies  little  water,  except  from 
wells  of  great  depth,  which  are  brackifh 
and  unpleafant  j  and  even  this  is  only  to  be 
obtained  for  money,  at  intervals  of  twenty 
miles  dillance  :  the  keeper  of  the  well 
lives  hard  by  it  in  a  miferable  hut,  which  is 
the  only  kind  of  habitation  I  faw  in  this 
country.  Having  pafTed  this  inhofpitable 
region,  and  about  the  fame  extent  of  mea- 
dow-ground, we  came  to  a  mine  named 
Ck areas,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  ftands  a 
little  neat  town  conliderably  lefs  than  Sar- 
tille,  but  in  proportion  to  its  fize  much 
more  populous. 

Here  my  fellow-traveller,  the  late  go- 
vernor of  Tegas,  fell  ill  ;  but  as  I  was  now 
become  impatient  of  delay,  and  as  the 
road  feemed  tolerably  frequented,  I  de- 
termined, though  reluctantly,  to  take  leave 
of  his  excellency.  He  expreffed  much  re- 
gret at'  my  departure,  and  even  complained 
that  I  deferted  him  upon  the  roadj  but  I 
was  under  the  neceffity  of  travelling  with 

the 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND.  123 

the  utmoft  expedition,  having  learned  that 
the  Manilla  galleon  had  arrived  at  Aca- 
pulco,  from  which  I  was  flill  diflant  no 
lefs  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  leagues.  It 
was  the  middle  of  February,  and  this  veiTel 
was  to  fail  for  Manilla  tov/ards  the  end  of 
March. 

I  had  enjoyed  good  health  fince  I  left 
San  Antonio,  except  a  rheumatic  affecflion 
in  my  knee,  which  I  cured  by  means  of 
exercife  and  a  cataplafm  of  bruifed  mint 
fried  with  goat's  greafe.  I  like  wife  fuf- 
fered  at  times  from  a  weaknefs  in  my  fto- 
mach,  occafioned  by  the  Indian  corn  I  had 
been  obliged  to  live  upon  all  the  way  from 
Sartille. 

We  now  arrived  at  the  village  of  Venau, 
compofed  entirely  of  Indians,  who  live  un- 
der the  jurifdicStion  of  their  chiefs;  and  I 
was  informed  the  Spaniards  had  juft  exe- 
cuted twelve  of  the  mofl  criminal  of  the 
people,  who  had  been  concerned  in  a  late 
infurredlion.  The  heads  of  the  offenders 
appeared  upon  poles  erecl^ed  on  the  fite  of 
their  houfes,  which,  after  fending  all  their 

relations 
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relations  into  banifhment,  the  vengeance  of 
public  juflice  had  razed  to  the  ground. 

Exile  is  a  punifhment  much  in  ufe  among 
the  Spaniards;  and  its  objedl  being  to  con- 
fult  the  fecurity  of  the  public,  by  feparating 
the  innocent  from  the  guilty,  and  by  pro- 
ducing a  change  in  their  condition,  perhaps 
equally  advantageous  to  both,  is  evidently 
derived  from  the  wifeft  policy.  The  friends 
and  adherents  of  the  fufFerers,  who  remain, 
tainted  with  dangerous  principles,  and  who, 
in  any  iituation  favourable  to  their  defigns, 
might  be  ready  to  imitate  their  condutft,  the 
probable  means  of  fuccefs  being  withdrawn, 
will  continue  quiet  in  their  obedience. 
Meanwhile,  in  their  intercourfe  with  the 
better  part  of  fociety,  they  obferve  the  happy 
tendency  of  temperate  and  well  regulated 
lives,  begin  to  open  their  eyes  to  the  falfe 
maxims  of  bad  education,  and  at  length 
gratify  their  defires  in  the  furer  paths 
of  good  example.  I  believe  it  will  be 
found,  that  great  crimes  in  almofl  every  in- 
ftance  originate  either  in  opportunity  or 
defpair;  and  hence  nothing  feems  better 
£tted  to  check  the  progrefs  of  vicious  prin- 
ciples 
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ciples  in  the  bud,  than  afToclating  with  the 
orderly,  charitable,  and  induflrious  part  of 
the  community. 

Befides,  exile  frequently  places  the  of- 
fender in   a  better  fituation  than  he  ever 
enjoyed  before;    a  circumftance    of  fuch 
importance  to  the  encouragement  of  good 
morals,    that    I  am   perfuaded   there    are 
few   men   fo   naturally   immoral   as    that, 
had  they  been  born  to  the  advantages  of 
a  fine    climate  and  foil,  would  not  have 
efcaped  that  fhame  and  mifery  which  un- 
fortunately terminate  many  of  their  mifer- 
able  lives  ;  moderate  and  profitable  labour, 
united   to   the  native    charms   of  a  good 
life,  would  have  retrained  the  greateft  part 
of  them  from  the  ruinous  confequences  of 
violence  and  injuflice. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  give  a  more 
ftriking  illuftration  of  thefe  obfervations, 
than  may  be  found  in  the  hiftory  of  our 
own  colonies;  whofe  manners,  confider- 
ing  the  diftances  of  time  between  their 
refpeâ:ive  colonization,  may  be  expedled 
to  be  a  good  deal  diiferent.  The  morals 
of  the  people  in  the  province  of  Louifiana 

and 
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and  the  Philippine  Ifles  are  much  more 
fimple  and  pure  than  either  in  St.  Do- 
mingo or  Mexico.  Now,  without  mean- 
ing any  refledion  on  the  extra(flion  of 
certain  Creoles  in  Louifiana  and  the  Phi- 
lippine Ifles,  every  one  knows  that  the 
anxiety  of  government  to  colonize  the 
firft,  gave  admiffion  to  men  of  all  defcrip- 
tions,  while  the  lall  have  long  been  the  or- 
dinary places  of  banifhment  for  all  manner 
of  conviais  from  the  kingdom  of  Mexico. 
I  have  feen  at  Manilla  opulent  merchants, 
officers,  and  indeed  men  of  every  condi- 
tion, who  after  wearing  chains  on  their 
limbs,  as  badges  of  their  infamy,  have,  in  a 
country  where  the  temptations  to  vice  are 
not  rare,  learned  to  conduct  themfelves  in  a 
manner  every  way  regular  and  exemplary. 

The  circumftances  of  the  country  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Venau  feemed  to  war- 
rant this  example  of  feverity  in  the  Spa- 
niards ;  and  fince  they  only  punifhed  the 
ringleaders  of  the  confpiracy  with  death, 
contenting  themfelves  with  the  banifh- 
ment of  the  inferior  infurgents,  it  is  but 
fair  to  admit  that  on  this  occafion   they 

tempered 
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tempered  the  rigour  of  the  law  with  the 
milder  precepts  of  humanity.     And  here 
I  mufl  remark,  that  either  Indian  popula- 
tion is  furpriiingly  rapid,  or  the  accounts 
we  have  received  from  hiilorians,  of  the 
horrid  malTacres  executed  by  the  Spaniards 
upon  the  natives  of  the  Mexican  empire, 
have  been  greatly  exaggerated.     I  am  an 
eye-witnefs  to  the  prefent  vajft  population 
of  this  kingdom,  as  well  as  to  the  eafy  cir- 
cumftances  in  which,  though  in  fubordination 
to  their  conquerors,  the  original  natives  in 
general  pafs  their  lives.    In  fome  places  the 
collection  of  the  public  revenue  and  the  ex- 
ercife  of  the  police  are  depofited  in  the  hands 
of  their  chiefs  ;  while  the  laws  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  government  upon  the  whole  have  a 
tendency  to  make  them  good  fubjeâs,  ra- 
ther than  miferable  and  difcontented  Haves. 
Among  the  inferior  orders  of  Indians,  many 
are  admitted  to  offices  in  the  church,  army, 
magiftracy;  and  in  all  the  principal  Spa- 
nifli   towns,   particularly  at  Manilla,   they 
are  invited  to  a  full  incorporation  with  the 
natives   of   Spain.     It   is   in    the  remoter 
parts  of  the  country  alone,  where  the  proud 
X  title 
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title  of  conqueror  infpiring  certain  vaga- 
bonds, whom  fortune  has  raifed  from  in- 
fignificance  to  better  circumftances,  with 
infolence  and  brutality,  that  the  poor  Indian 
is  made  to  feel  the  humiliating  ftate  of  his 
dependence.   In  fuch  fituations,  while  little 
intercourfe  prevails  between  the  two  na- 
tions, the  European  gives  free  fcope  to  all 
thofe   abfurd  prejudices   which  people  of 
different  countries  are  apt  to  entertain  re-. 
fpeâ:ing  each  other,  and  which  are  in  a 
peculiar  manner  incident  to  the  Spaniard. 
But  the  patient  and,  unafluming  fpirit  of 
the  Indian,  who  in  point  of  number  is  in- 
finitely his  mafter's  fuperior,   conforming 
to  the  proud  and  imperious  temper  of  the 
Spaniard,    the   character  of  both  jointly, 
though  accidentally,  contribute  to  order  and 
fubordination  in  the  flate. 

The  Spaniard  whom  I  took  into  my  fer- 
vice  at  Sartille,  and  who  fucceeded  to  my 
good  Indian  of  San  Antonio,  was  a  man  of 
very  bad  charaéler.  As  long  as  I  enjoyed 
the  benefit  of  the  governor's  company,  from 
whom  I  had  juft  parted,  1  confidered  my- 
felf  fecure  againft  injury  from  whatever 

quarter  ; 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND.  I29 

quarter  ;  but  we  were  now  alone,  and  with 
the  opinion  I  entertained  of  him  could  not 
help  being  a  good  deal  apprehenlive  of  dan- 
ger. Luckily,  however,  he  feemed  to  have 
no  arms  about  his  perfon,  while  I,  as  ufual, 
wore  a  couteau-de-chafTe  at  my  girdle.  My 
horfes  and  mules  had  been  always  kept  at 
grafs  with  thofe  of  the  governor,  and  confe- 
quently  had  hitherto  coft  me  neither  trouble 
nor  expence  ;  but  I  was  now  afraid  to  truft 
them  in  the  cuftody  of  my  Spaniard  during 
night,  left  he  ihould  decamp,  and  leave 
me  to  make  the  beft  of  my  way  on  foot  in 
the  morning. 

As  on  this  route  the  traveller  eafily 
finds  a  houfe  for  his  accommodation  in  the 
evening,  I  ufed  the  precaution  to  pur- 
chafe  from  my  hoft  the  provender  necef- 
fary  for  my  animals  over-night  ;  but  as  in 
thefe  inns  there  is  no  fuch  convenience  as 
a  ftable,  I  ordered  the  Spaniard  to  fleep 
within  doors,  while  I  lay  in  the  field,  at  the 
foot  of  the  ftake  to  which  my  mules  were 
made  faft.  Befides,  as  I  was  always  more 
careful  of  my  beafts  than  myfelf,  I  knew 
by  this  means  in  what  manner  they  fed. 

Vol.  L  K  and 
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and  in  what  condition  they  were  to  travel 
next  day.  It  is  furpriling  how  much  they 
feemed  hampered  and  dilTatisfied  with  their 
confinement.  The  three  firft  nights  they 
would  eat  nothing  but  a  little  cut  grafs^ 
and  it  was  with  the  utmoil  difficulty  I 
could  make  them  chew  their  corn,  after 
taking  the  pains  to  moiften  it  for  them  in 
water.  On  the  morning  fubfequent  to  the 
firft  night  they  pafled  in  this  unnatural 
lituation,  fuch  was  thje  benumbed  condi- 
tion of  their  limbs,  that  it  was  impoffible 
to  fay  from  their  motions  that  they  had  a 
fingle  joint  in  their  bodies.  However,  what 
with  pulling  them  after  us  by  force,  and  a 
fevere  application  of  the  whip,  at  length 
they  began  not  to  walk  but  to  leap,  drag- 
ging their  hinder  legs  as  if  they  had  been 
tied  in  their  halters  ^  thus,  and  by  means 
of  difcipline  and  exercife,  their  blood  be- 
came warm,  and  they  gradually  recovered 
the  ordinary  ufe  of  their  limbs. 

On  the  fécond  day  of  my  journey,  I  ar- 
rived at  the  celebrated  mines  of  gold  and 
iilver  at  San  Louis  Potofi,  the  richeft  of 
which  is  that  of  Serro  San  Pedro.     Potofi 

is 
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IS  a  handfome  well-built  town,  confider- 
able  in  fize^  populous,  and  fituated  amidfl 
beautiful   gardens.     The   ilreets  are  neat, 
and   run  in   parallel   lines  ;  the    churches 
magnificent;   the   people   opulent,   and  in 
pofTeflion  of  all  the  comforts  and  conve- 
niencies  of  life^   The  Indians,  however,  ap- 
pear  to  be  of  a   melancholy  humour  all 
over  this  province  ;  for,  befides  the  ordinary 
hardfhips  of  a  yoke  to  which  they  have  ever 
fubmitted  with  reluâiance,  the  impofition 
of  new  taxes^  and  the  abolition  of  the  order 
of  the  jefuits,  were  recent  caiifes  of  much 
diffatisfadlion.    The   Indian  chiefs   to  the 
diftance  of  Venau,  mindful  of  former  in- 
juries, and  in  refentment  of  what  they  con- 
fider  as  additional  opprefiion,  engaged  their 
vaflals  in  a  kind  of  revolt,  which,   as  the 
natives  are  twenty  to  one  Spaniard,  without 
the  prompt  interference  of  authority,  and 
the  feverities  exercifed  for  its  fuppreffion, 
might  have  been  of  ferions  confequence  to 
the  Spanifli  government. 

I  purchafed  a  horfe  at  Potofi,  this  coun- 
try being  eminently  diftinguiihed  in  a  fine 
breed  of  that  animal,  as  well  as  in  rearing 
K  2  cows 
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COWS  for  the  confumption  of  Mexico.  The 
method  employed  by  the  people  of  this 
province  to  catch  their  wild  cattle  is,  per- 
haps, peculiar  to  themfelves  :  the  cattle  are 
generally  permitted  to  roam  at  large  over  the 
fields  ;  but  in  cafe  of  a  fale  are  hunted  down 
in  the  following  manner.  The  mafter  com- 
ing up  to  a  herd  on  horfeback  and  at  full 
fpeed,  forces  them  to  a  gallop;  but  in  a 
fhort  time  they  are  worn  out  with  fatigue, 
and  fink  to  the  ground  on  their  knees; 
he  then  alights  from  his  horfe,  and,  exert- 
ing all  his  ftrength,  raifes  the  animal  ob- 
liquely by  the  tail;  by  which  means  fhe 
îofes  her  balance,  and  drops  upon  her  nofe  ; 
an  attitude  fo  aukward  and  confounding 
to  the  cow,  that  fhe  will  remain  a  whole 
day  without  attempting  to  recover  her  li- 
berty. Having  now  feleâ:ed  from  among 
them  fuch  as  he  can  immediately  difpofe 
of,  the  refl  are  relieved  from  their  confine- 
ment. 

We  left  to  the  weflward  of  this  route  the 
provinces  Guadalaxara  and  Zacatecas,  with 
their  different  towns,  in  the  neighbourhood 
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of  which  are  mines  of  confiderable  value*. 
This  country  is.  full  of  mineral  riches,  and 
jdill  there  is  a  great  deal  of  real  though  con- 
cealed poverty  ;  for  the  Creoles  in  general 
diffipate  their  money  with  the  fame  facility 
as  they  acquire  it.  After  fpending  two 
days  at  Potofi,  I  refumed  my  journey,  and 
palled  through  a  country  pleafantly  diver- 
fified  with  hills,  villages,  and  fields  of 
wheat  and  Indian  corn  :  a  fack  of  wheat  is 
fold  here  for  two  and  fix  pence  when  the 
market  price  is  at  its  higheft  ftandard. 
In  refpeâ:  of  culture  and  population  this 
country  is  very  much  the  fame  with  that 
fituated  between  Charcas  and  Potofi.  The 
Indians,  at  whofe  houfes  I  always  chofe  to 
lodge,  are  fimple  and  hofpitable  in  their 
manners  -,  good  health,  gentlenefs  of  dif- 
pofition,  eafe,  and  innocence  of  life,  are 
nothing  more  in  them  than  the  natural 
confequences  of  that  temperance  and  love 
of  induftry  to  which  they  are  devoted. 
They  are  plain  in  their  drefs,  and  wholly 
unaddided  to  the  proud  and  luxurious  man- 

*  I  was  told  there  are  many  more  to  the  fouth-well  of 
Potofi . 

K  3  ners 
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ners  of  their  conquerors.  A  few  of  them 
have  adopted  a  little  of  the  Spanifh  fafhions; 
but  by  far  the  greateft  part  adhere  to  the 
tafte  and  modes  of  their  anceftors.  The 
ordinary  drefs  of  the  men  is  a  goat-fkin, 
and  confills  in  breeches  and  a  kind  of  fhirt 
defcending  to  the  girdle,  with  a  hat  in  the 
flile  of  an  European.  The  women  wear  2, 
piece  of  cloth  tied  about  the  waift,  which 
falls  down  to  the  middle  of  the  leg,  and  a 
fhort  cloak  over  the  neck  and  fhoulders. 
Their  hair  is  formed  into  treifes,  and  knot- 
ted in  different  modes  on  the  back  part  of 
the  head,  which  they  have  conftantly  un- 
covered. 

Befides  the  alcades,  who  compofe  a  kind 
of  confulate,  in  which  reiides  a  certain  por- 
tion of  civil  and  military  jurifdidion,  the 
commandant  of  the  province,  the  king's 
courts  of  juflice,  the  bifhops,  chapters,  an4 
monks,  jfbrm  an  extenfive  fyjftem  of  magif- 
tracy.  This  rich  champaign  country  is  di^ 
vided  into  baronies  under  different  titles; 
and  from  thefe  the  public  offices  are  en- 
dowed with  large  eflates,  upon  which  they 
have  ereded  beautiful  feats,  and  from  which 

they 
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they  derive  very  opulent  revenues.  The 
luxury  and  magnificence  of  the  higher  or- 
ders of  the  inhabitants  are  in  all  refpedts 
equal  to  v^hat  you  find  among  our  firft  no- 
bility in  Europe, 

Four  days  after  my  departure  from  Po- 
tofi  I  arrived  at  San  Miguel  el  Grande,  a 
city  much  more  beautiful  and  confiderable 
in  extent  than  any  I  had  hitherto  vifited. 
The  houfes,  ftreets,  and  gardens,  are  in  a 
better  fi:ile,  have  a  much  nobler  efFeâ:,  and 
announce  to  the  eye  the  fuperior  wealth 
and  confequence  of  the  inhabitants.  Next 
day  I  took  lodging  in  the  fuburbs  of  Que- 
retano,  a  place  famous  for  the  excellence 
of  its  manufacflures  in  cloth,  hats,  and  other 
branches  of  merchandize.  Thence  I  pro- 
ceeded to  a  pretty  populous  town,  named 
San  Juan  del  Rio,  near  a  beautiful  river,  on 
whofe  banks  are  public  walks  fliaded  with 
feveral  rows  of  fine  trees  5  thetrees,  how- 
ever, of  this  country  are  few  in  number, 
and,  except  fuch  as  are  found  fcattered  on 
the  borders  of  rivers,  have  a  very  bleak  and 
difmal  appearance.  They  confifl  chiefly  of 
the  B^rbary  fig-tree,  which  feldom  grows 
K  4  taller 
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taller  than  from  twenty-iive  to  thirty  feet. 
The  foil,  however,  is  in  a  ftate  of  good  cul- 
tivation, extremely  populous,  and  furnifhed 
with  a  great  number  of  large  towns.  Soon 
after  Juan  del  Rio,  the  traveller  comes 
upon  mountains  of  confiderable  height;  and 
during  the  three  fucceeding  days  he  fees 
nothing  but  large  commodious  villages, 
which  give  intimation  of  his  approach  to  a 
great  metropolis. 

Accordingly,  on  the  28  th  of  February, 
having  travelled  a  hundred  and  fifty  leagues 
fouth  from  Sartille,  I  had  the  pleafure  to 
difcover,  from  the  heights,  at  the  diftance  of 
about  a  league,  a  very  extenfive  lake,  in  the 
centre  of  which  is  placed  the  city  of  Mex- 
ico. It  has  the  eifedl  of  an  immenfe  mafs 
of  building  conneded  with  the  land  by 
caufeways  or  embankments  raifed  to  a  great 
height  above  the  water.  At  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  and  on  the  borders  of  the  lake,  is 
fituated  the  village  of  Noftra  Senora  de 
Guadeloupe,  which  one  might  miftake  for 
a  little  European  town.  Here  the  only 
curiolities  worth  the  traveller's  notice  are  a 
beautiful  church  andaqueduâ:,  which,  with 

the 
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the  whole  kingdom  of  Mexico,  are  confe- 
crated  to  the  fame  Noftra  Senora.  He  now 
proceeds  to  the  capital  by  a  caufeway  at 
leafl  a  hundred  feet  in  breadth,  and  three 
miles  in  length,  which  refis  upon  a  feries 
of  arches  kept  in  excellent  repair,  and 
meant  to  give  free  pafTage  to  the  briny 
waters  of  the  lake.  Five  caufeways  of 
equal  magnificence,  leading  to  the  different 
quarters  of  this  great  city,  facilitate  its  com- 
munication with  the  adjacent  country.  It 
is  about  fix  leagues  in  circumference,  and 
defended  only  by  barriers  in  the  nature  of 
turnpike-gates. 

The  lake  containing  a  bottom  of  deep 
mud,  which  is  every  where  impaffable  on 
foot,  anfwers  all  the  purpofes  of  artificial 
fortifications  ;  whilfl  an  .extreme  fcarcity 
of  wood  in  the  neighbouring  country  equally 
fecures  the  Mexicans  from  every  fpecies  of 
invafion  by  water.  The  flreets  in  general 
are  broad,  run  in  parallel  lines,  and  have 
their  names  infcribed  on  the  wall,  with  the 
number  of  each  houfe  on  the  door  j  a  cir- 
cumilance  of  great  advantage  to  flrangers, 
who  otherwife  would  be  in  confiant  danger 

of 
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of  loiing  their  way.  The  inns,  as  in  all 
the  circumjacent  country,  are  large  hand- 
fome  buildings  ;  but  the  traveller  is  not  a 
little  mortified  upon  entering  them,  to  find 
they  contain  nothing  but  empty  apartments, 
deftitute  both  of  furniture  and  provifions. 
The  houfes,  confifting  for  the  greateft  part 
of  three  or  four  ftories,  are  good  5  and  the 
places  of  public  refort,  fuch  as  walks, 
fquares,  and  gardens,  are  delightful.  The 
cathedral,  the  caftle  of  the  Spanifh  viceroy, 
and  the  fimple  remains  of  the  palace  and 
baths  of  the  ancient  emperors  of  Mexico, 
occupy  three  fides  of  the  principal  fquare. 
Next  to  thefe  buildings,  the  mint  is  an 
objedl  of  curiofity  to  the  traveller,  on  ac-» 
count  of  the  vafi:  piles  of  ingots  with  which 
its  courts  are  conilan t^y  replenifhed,  and 
which  are  brought  hither  in  order  to  have 
their  weight  and  finenefs  afcertained.  The 
metal,  after  paffing  the  aflay-office,  fuffers 
a  deduâ:ion  of  the  king's  fifth,  in  confi-» 
deration  of  liberty  granted  to  work  the 
mines,  which  in  general  are  the  property 
of  private  perfons. 

The  Baratillo,  a  fpecies  of  exchange,  by 

reafor; 
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reafon  of  the  regularity  and  rich  ornaments 
of  the  building  merits  alfo  the  attention  of 
the  traveller;  and  if  he  is  not  tired,  he 
will  find  the  piazzas  allotted  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  a  flower-market,  millinery,  and 
paftry  fliops,  as  well  as  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  clothier  and  jeweller,  in  the 
fame  flile  of  highly  ornamented  archi- 
tecture. 

Some  of  the  fine  arts,  particularly  paint- 
ing and  fculpture,  which  are  chiefly  em- 
ployed in  adorning  the  churches,  are  cul- 
tivated by  the  Indians  with  very  confix, 
derable  fuccefs.  But  of  all  other  trades 
in  this  city,  the  myftery  of  the  goldfmith 
is  held  in  the  highefl  repute,  and  his  work- 
manfhip,  though  heavy,  is  far  from  being 
deficient  either  in  tafl:e  or  finifhing.  Silver, 
efpecially  in  the  churches,  is  applied  to 
an  infinity  of  different  purpofes.  But  in 
order  to  have  an  idea  of  the  immenfe 
riches  of  this  metropolis,  the  traveller 
ought  to  be  here  the  day  on  which  they 
commemorate  the  conquefl:  of  Mexico.  In 
honour  of  this  great  feflival,  every  Mexican 
vjes  with  his  neighbour  in  an  oilentatipus 

difplay 
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difplay  of  whatever  is  mofl  coftly,  rare,  and 
fplendid  in  his  pofTeflion  ;  and  indeed  it 
would  be  difficult  to  eflimate  the  value  of 
the  prodigious  quantity  of  gold  and  filver 
in  different  forms  which  on  this  occafion 
meets  the  public  eye.  Silver  is  efteemed 
little  above  a  common  metal,  and  hence 
is  frequently  fubflituted,  by  the  fumptu- 
ous  Mexican,  for  the  purpofe  of  fhoeing 
the  wheels  of  his  carriage,  as  well  as  the 
hoofs  of  his  horfes. 

The  Spaniards  and  Creoles  of  the  firft 
clafs,  having  loft  all  deiire  of  refiding 
on  the  oppofite  fhore  of  the  Atlantic, 
where  they  would  have  many  fewer  enjoy- 
ments, and  much  lefs  confequence,  live  at 
Mexico  in  a  flate  of  fplendour  and  magni- 
ficence. Elegant  and  fafhionable  drefs  is 
very  dear;  but  modeft  and  decent  apparel, 
and  all  kinds  of  provifions,  are  remark- 
ably cheap.  A  diftance  of  two  hun- 
dred leagues  is  little  regarded  by  the  inde- 
fatigable Indian,  who  for  a  fmall  profit 
imports  the  necefFaries  of  life  from  all 
corners  of  the  country.  By  his  vir- 
tuous  toil  and  induftry  he    efcapes   that 

fordid 
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fordid  indigence  and  mifery  which  devour 
the  lower  clafs  of  the  Spaniards.  The 
luxury  of  the  great  families,  their  gaming, 
the  grandeur  of  their  houfes,  the  fplendour 
of  their  furniture,  the  number  of  their 
domeftics,  their  carriages  drawn  by-  four 
perhaps  fix  mules — every  thing,  in  fine, 
confpires  to  imprefs  the  traveller  with 
the  higheft  idea  of  Mexican  wealth.  But 
in  proportion  as  men  of  the  firft  condition 
are  rich,  thofe  of  the  meaner  f<prt  among  the 
Spaniards  are  poor  and  wretched;  info- 
much  that,  under  a  great  coat  hanging  in 
a  thoufand  tatters,  you  will  frequently  find 
neither  {hirt  nor  breeches.  In  one  word 
drunkennefs,  debauchery,  card-playing,  and 
cock-fighting,  confiiitute  the  habitual  oc- 
cupations of  all  fexes  and  conditions  of  the 
people. 

I  obferve  the  Mexicans  in  converfation 
frequently  apply  the  term  Mecos  to  the 
northern  favages,  and  fpeak  of  them  with 
every  fign  of  extreme  averfion  and  terror. 
And  Chychymecos,  when  applied  by  one 
Mexican  to  another,  feôms  to  denote  the 
higheft  degree  of  infiilt  and  reproach.  Now 

are 
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are  the  Chychymecos  a  particular  natio':^ 
of  favages,  flill  more  cruel  and  ferocious 
than  the  Mecos  ?  ar  is  Chychy  only  an 
aggravation  of  what  is  implied  in  the 
word  Mecos  ?  As  to  all  this  I  confefs  my- 
ielf  entirely  at  a  lofs.  One  thing  is  certain, 
however,  that  the  Indians  who  inhabit  the 
northern  regions  of  this  kingdom  have 
long  renounced  the  patient  and  fubmiffive 
charaâier  of  their  anceflors  ;  and  hence  the 
Spaniards  are  obliged  to  mamtain,  at  a  great 
expence,  a  ftrong  body  of  Creoles,  who  are 
conftantly  employed  in  carrying  on  holli- 
lities  againfl  thofe  v/arlike  tribes.  Upon  my 
arrival  here  a  detachment  of  thefe  troops 
were  difpatched  to  the  province  of  Sonora, 
and  thé  objecft  of  this  expedition  was  to 
clear  the  roads  leading  from  Mexico  to 
the  mines  of  Serro  Prietto,  as  well  as  Ma- 
tanchel,  and  other  fea-ports,  by  means  of 
which  their  trade  is  carried  on  with  Cali- 
fornia. Thefe  wars  all  tend  to  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Spanifh  dominions,  already  al- 
mofl  without  bounds  ;  and  one  may  fafely 
affirm,  that  the  number  of  great  towns, 
vaft  population,  fertility  of  foil,  mines,  and 

X  other 
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Other  rich  produdlions,  peculiar  to  this 
country,  render  Mexico,  though  not  one  of 
the  moft  powerful,  yet  the  moft  magnifi- 
cent empire  in  the  world*. 

During  my  abode  here  the  Mexican  in- 
quifitors,  whofe  difcipline  is  exereifed  with 
great  feverity,  ordered  feveral  perfons  to  be 
whipped  through  the  ftreets,  among  whom 
V/ere  a  couple  of  unhappy  women,  the  vic- 
tims of  an  abfurd  and  cruel  fuperftition. 
The  crime  for  which  they  fuffered  was  that 
of  creating  ulcers  and  fores  on  the  bodies 
of  their  enemies,  by  means  of  certain  in- 
cantations, and  particularly  by  fcarifying 
the  correfponding  parts  of  a  doll,  which 
they  were  faid  to  preferve  with  much  care 
for  the  diabolical  myfteries  of  witchcraft. 
The  witches  appeared  with  thefe  deadly  en- 
gines of  magic  hanging  round  their  necks; 
while  their  fellow- criminals  wore  each  a 
kind  of  mitre,  on  the  front  of  which  was  a 
label  infcribed  with  the  names  of  their  fe- 

*  Not  having  had  it  in  my  power,  however,  to  vifit  it  as 
extenfively  as  I  could  have  wiihed,  I  will  readily  admit  that 
my  knowledge  of  this  kingdom  muft  be  in  many  refpe^s 
lame  and  imperfedl. 

veral 
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veral  offences.  All  punifhments  inflicfled 
by  this  ghollly  tribunal  are  regarded  by  the 
Mexicans  as  a  fervice  peculiarly  acceptable 
to  the  Deity,  and  therefore  held  in  the 
higheft  veneration.  Among  the  good  and 
charitable  offices  we  owe  our  neighbour, 
and  recommended  in  the  Spanifh  catechifm, 
I  took  particular  notice  of  one,  which  is 
that,  not  of  perfuading  him  to  embrace  the 
truth,  but  of  chaftifing  him  with  flripes  if 
he  fhould  be  found  in  error. 

Upon  my  arrival  here  I  found  the  at- 
mofphere  moift  and  cold,  but  afterwards  I 
was  inclined  to  think  it  by  no  means  un- 
wholefome  ;  for  though  Mexico  is  fur- 
rounded  by  a  lake,  yet  having  a  high  iltu- 
ation  in  a  mountainous  country,  the  air  fel- 
dom  or  never  lofes  its  elafticity.  In  this  city 
I  gave  myfelf  up  wholly  to  recreation,  and 
the  enjoyment  of  thofe  innocent  pleafures 
which  this  happy  fpot  abundantly  fupplies. 
I  lived,  however,  on  a  falutary  diet,  fuch  as 
roots,  vegetables,  and  certain  European 
^  fruits,  which  are  equally  common  in  the 
gardens  of  Mexico  as  thofe  of  its  own  con- 
tinent. I  was  careful  to  make  ufe  of  cooling 

draughts, 
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draughts,  confifting  chiefly  of  water  and  the 
meal  of  Indian  corn,  which,  after  being 
boiled  to  a  certain  point,  acquires  the  con- 
fiflency  of  chocolate,  and  is  named  by  the 
Spaniards  atollé. 

I  proceeded  once  more  to  vilit  the  cu- 
rioiities  of  Mexico,  the  churches,  palaces, 
public  walks,  the  gardens  of  Almeyda,  and 
the  aquedudl  and  gardens  of  Tacuba.  But 
in  the  mean  time  the  day  of  the  galleon's 
failing  from  Acapulco,  being  'CaQ  25th,  or 
at  lateft  the  30th  of  March,  was  drawing 
near,  and  I  began  to  be  anxious  for  the 
arrival  of  my  baggage,  which  I  had  delivered 
to  the  monk  at  Sartille.  I  had  been  three 
weeks  at  Mexico,  when  I  received  a  letter 
from  Queretano,  informing  me  that  the 
Francifcan  had  unluckily  fallen  ill,  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  would  protradt  the  arrival 
of  my  things  for  foine  timej  but  that,  upon 
his  recovery,  they  ihould  be  forwarded  to 
me  with  all  poffible  difpatch.  Dcb.y,  how- 
ever, was  now  impradiicable  without  loling 
the  opportunity  of  the  galleon  ;  and  there- 
fore, rather  than  fubmit  to  the  ri/k  of  fo 
ferions  a  difappointment,   I  determined  to 

Vol.  I.  L  leave 
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leave  them  behind  me.  I  defired,  how- 
ever, a  merchant  of  my  acquaintance  to 
fell  them  as  foon  as  they  came  to  hand,  and 
to  remit  whatever  money  they  might  yield 
as  a  prefent  for  my  good  Indian  of  San  An- 
tonio. I  was  not  a  little  diflatisiied  with 
the  negligence  of  the  monk;  but  in  my 
prefent  fituation  I  had  no  other  alterna- 
tive. 


CHAP.    viir. 

A  "Journey  from  the  City  of  Mexico]  by  Rio 
de  las  Balfas,  and  the  Village  of  Chilpin- 
fmgo,  to  the  Fort  of  Acapulco  -,  and  my 
Abode  in  that  Place, 

ON  the  1 8  th  of  March  I  fet  out  alone 
with  my  two  mules,  on  the  road  to 
Acapulco;  for  the  Spaniard  I  hired  at  Sar- 
tille,  refolved,  it  feems,  I  fhould  not  enter- 
tain a  bad  opinion  of  him  without  reafon, 
difappeared  foon  after  my  arrival  at  Mexico, 

with 
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with  the  horfe  I  purchafed  at  Potofi.  I 
had  engaged  a  French  fervant  in  his  place, 
whom  I  found  in  the  moil  indigent  circum- 
ftances  ;  but  after  Hving  at  my  expence  for 
feveral  days,  he  Hkewife  chofe  to  abfcond 
the  evening  before  my  departure.  My  im- 
patience to  get  to  Acapulco  was  fo  great, 
that,  though  entirely  alone,  I  could  not 
brook  the  delay  of  a  moment  longer.  The 
roads,  however,  being  broad,  and  much 
frequented,  I  did  not  find  myfeif  in  any 
danger  of  lofing  my  way.  After  pafling  a 
caufeway  equally  magnificent  as  that  of 
Guadeloupe,  I  afcended  a  very  high  hill, 
and  flept  amidft  the  huts  of  Indians,  who 
were  employed  in  making  charcoal  from  a 
wood  of  pines,  at  a  place  called  Tchufco. 
Next  day,  having  travelled  acrofs  feveral 
fmall  lliunted  woods,  I  came  to  lleep  at  the 
villa2:e  of  Cuernavaca,  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
a  hilly  ridge  ;  whence,  as  early  as  I  awak- 
ed, I  v/as  delighted  with  the  profpedt  of 
gardens,  interfperfed  with  pieces  of  water, 
and  producing  every  kind  of  European  as 
well  as  American  fruit.  As  my  road  the 
following  day  lay  over  wild  and  barren 
L  2  mountains, 
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mountains,  with  here  and  there  a  ftraggling 
fir,  it  was  confiderably  bleak  and  melan- 
choly ;  in  the  little  bottoms,  however,  the 
traveller  obferves  fmall  plantations  of  In- 
dian corn,  which  contribute  in  fome  de- 
gree to  diverfify  and  enliven  the  fcene. 
Defcending  from  the  heights  I  met  an  In- 
dian under  a  load  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  on 
his  way  to  Mexico ,  he  had  his  afs  to  ac- 
company and  affifl  him  ;  but  in  pity  to  the 
fatigue  and  infirmities  of  the  afs,  his  hu- 
mane mafler  had  fhifted  the  burden  to  his 
own  {houlders,  leaving  his  aged  fervant  to 
walk  before  him  at  his  eafe;  a  cuftom  pre- 
valent, I  am  told,  all  over  the  country. 
The  two  firll  days  I  enjoyed  the  company 
of  the  Indians,  as  they  paiTed  between  the 
neighbouring  villages  ;  but  at  laft  I  found 
myfelf  under  the  neceffity  of  hiring  a  guide 
from  one  place  to  another. 

I  left  on  the  right  the  mines  of  Tafcou, 
or  Real  del  Monte  ;  and  having  llept  at 
Cannobial,  or  the  village  of  Reeds,  on  the 
fifth  day  fince  my  departure  from  Mexico 
I  palTed  a  deep  and  rapid  river,  called  Rio 
de  las  Balfas,  or  the  River  of  Rafts,  which 

are 
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are  here  made  of  the  fweet  calamus,  kept 
afloat  by  means  of  gourd  bottles.  The  flies 
rife  in  fuch  fwarms  from  this  river,  and 
are  fo  extremely  troublefome,  that  the  tra- 
veller finds  it  convenient  to  continue  his 
journey  during  the  night;  here  the  road 
enters  a  feries  of  narrow  vallies,  and  after- 
wards leading  acrofs  a  very  difficult  rivulet, 
I  was  obliged  to  hire  a  negro  for  my  con- 
du6lor.  This  African  gave  me  a  very  early 
fpecimen  of  his  cunning  and  dilhonefl:y; 
for  we  had  no  fooner  come  to  an  oh  (cure 
part  of  the  road,  than  he  gave  his  horfe  the 
fpur,  and  rulhcd  into  a  dark  narrow  lane. 
I  faw  it  was  his  intention  to  run  oft*  with 
one  of  my  mules,  which  was  tied  behind 
him,  and  I  palled  him  in  a  inoment  at  full 
gallop.  He  was  obliged  to  flop  and  excufe 
himfclf  in  the  beil  manner  he  could,  en- 
deavouring to  make  mc  believe  it  v/as  an 
accident  occafioned  by  the  unruly  temper 
of  his  horle.  I  rode  ciofe  by  his  fide,  how- 
ever, during  the  remainder  of  our  jour- 
ney, holding  my  couteau-de-chafi'e  ready  to 
ilrike  him  upon  the  Imallefi;  appearance  of 
a  fimilar  accident;  but  he  wanted  courage 

L  3  tp 
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to  repeat  an  experiment  which  had  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  ill  in  the  firft  attempt.  I  was  now 
heartily  fick  of  my  guide  ;  and  therefore, 
on  our  arrival  at  the  firfl  village,  I  gave 
him  his  difcharge,  and  we  parted,  equally, 
I  have  no  doubt,  difgufted  with  each  other. 
Having  entered  a  flat,  but  fertile  and  well 
cultivated  country,  I  came  to  a  town  called 
Chilpinfmgo,  which  confifls  entirely  of  In- 
dians, with  whom,  except  a  very  few  Spa- 
niards, this  whole  country  is  peopled.  Hi- 
therto the  foil  produces  only  a  fmall  quan- 
tity of  oil,  pitch,  Indian  corn,  fugar,  cocoa, 
and  fruit  ;  but  now  all  thofe  produ6lions 
begin  to  appear  in  abundance,  whilil  the 
roads,  extremely  rugged,  and  in  fome  places 
almoft  impayable  among  the  mountains, 
become  much  lefs  difficult.  The  climate 
is  immoderately  hot,  and  every  tree  on  the 
road  feems  alive  with  fquirrels.  Mexico 
receives  a  great  part  of  its  provifions  from 
this  province,  with  a  frefh  aflbrtment  of 
oriental  luxuries  from  Acapulco  upon  every 
arrival  of  the  galleon. 

The  drefs  of  the  Indians,  and  manners  of 
the  country,  are  nearly  the  fame  as  in  the 

more 
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more  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom,  except 
that  they  have  a  kind  of  reed-grating  in- 
flead  of  walls  to  their  houfes,  as  a  precaution 
againfl  the  intemperate  heat  of  the  fun.  I 
purfued  my  way  to  Rio  Papagallos  or  Per- 
roquet River,  and  put  up  at  the  houfe  of  a 
good  Indian,  who  received  mc  with  much 
hofpitality.  Next  morning,  as  there  re- 
mained now  only  twenty  leagues  to  Aca- 
pulco,  I  was  refolved  to  acçomplifli  them 
without  fleeping.  I  travelled  ten  of  them 
alone  ;  but  the  road  turning  in  among  the 
mountains  which  overlook  Acapulco,  I 
refled  two  hours  at  a  little  village,  and  took 
a  guide  for  the  enfuing  night.  We  had 
proceeded  half  way  in  our  journey,  when 
my  guide  becoming  extremely  tired,  and 
earneftly  defiring  a  little  refpite,  though 
his  mafter  was  amply  paid  for  his  atten- 
dance the  v/hole  way  to  Acapulco,  I  was 
obliged  to  leave  him  on  the  road,  and  tra- 
vel alone.  Having  learned  that  a  meffenger 
with  the  galleon's  laft  difpatches  from  the 
viceroy  of  Mexico  had  paffed  two  days 
fmce,  and  obferving  that  the  lofs  of  one 
hour  might  prove  fatal  to  my  intended 
L  4  voyage, 
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voyage,  I  would  on  no  account  whatever 
fubmit  to  delay.  But  I  was  now  in  a  nar- 
row path,  intricate  and  much  incumbered 
with  large  flones,  and  therefore  found  my- 
felf  under  the  neceffity  of  proceeding  with 
caution.  Befides,  Iwasapprehenfive  of  loiing 
myfelf  in  the  darknefs  ;  but  having  learned 
from  experience  that  the  mule  always  ad- 
heres to  the  beaten  path,  I  laid  the  bridle 
on  his  neck,  and  left  him  entirely  to  his  own 
difcretion.  A  little  pafl  one  in  the  morn- 
ing I  reached  the  top  of  a  very  high  moun- 
tain; where  to  my  infinite  joy  I  began  to 
hear  the  breakers  on  the  weftcrn  fliore,  and 
gave  thanks  to  that  merciful  Providence 
which  had  conduced  me  in  fafety  to  the 
end  of  a  very  painful  and  arduous  journey. 
My  defcent  from  the  mountain  prefenting 
me  with  a  view  of  the  wide  ocean,  I 
again  fell  upon  my  knees,  and  adored  Hea- 
ven for  tlie  enchanting  profped;  of  the 
ih'ip  and  element  below  me;  a  profpeâ:, 
the  very  idea  of  which  had  fupported  my 
flrcngth  and  fpiiits  in  many  a  difficult  and 
difmai  fituaticn.  In  fine,  at  fix  in  the 
morning,  after  travelling  a  hundred  league? 

fouth- 
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fouth-fouth-weft  from  Mexico,  and  eight 
hundred  from  New  Orleans,  I  arrived  at  the 
port  of  Acapulco,  which  the  natives  name 
Portou,  or  by  way  of  eminence  the  Port. 

Acapulco  is  only  a  miferable  little  town, 
which  however  is  dignified  with  the  name 
of  city  J  and  being  furrounded  with  volca- 
nic mountains,  the  atmofphere  is  conftantly 
thick  and  unwholefome.  The  inhabitants 
are  few,  and  alrnoft  entirely  Africans.  The 
harbour  is  fafe,  beautiful,  and  extenhve: 
befides  its  being  the  ordinary  port  for  the 
Manilla  galleon,  it  ufjd  to  be  frequented 
by  Peruvian  veiTels,  which  Came  hither  to 
buy  pitch  and  tar,  as  well  as  the  difi^rent 
commodities  of  Cliina  and  Europe.  This 
trade,  however,  the  company  of  Lima 
thought  proper,  fom.e  time  fince,  entirely 
to  abolifh.  Nov/  the  inhabitants  are  be- 
come totally  idle,  and  deflitute  of  every 
fpecies  of  traiiic  ;  and  hence  the  fair  pearls, 
which,  v/ith  a  iittlc  induilry,  might  be 
obtained  from  their  own  coafts,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  Caliiornia,  iie  wholly  neglected. 
The  tov/n  ftands  on  a  bay  north-wefl 
from  the  road,  formed  by  the  curvature  of 

the 
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the  coaft,  and  a  fmail  promontory  on  which 
is  an  old  fort  in  miferable  repair.  Ships 
may  ride  at  anchor  two  cables  length  from 
the  fhore,  and  be  fheltered  from  the  ftorm 
by  a  point  of  land  fituated  under  the  fort. 
There  is  another  little  bay  in  the  quarter 
of  the  fouth  -  eaft  under  a  mountainous 
ftrip  of  land,  which  feparates  and  protects 
the  road  from  the  open  fea.  This  ftation 
is  ftill  fafer  than  the  former,  and  therefore 
frequented  by  fuch  veffels  as  have  occafion 
to  winter  at  Acapulco.  There  is  befides, 
without  the  road,  and  about  half  a  league 
from  the  town,  a  creek  of  confiderable  ca- 
pacity, which  I  imagine  might  afford  good 
harbour  for  Shipping,  at  leaft  during  the 
line  feafon.  The  road  of  Acapulco  is 
about  three  leagues  in  breadth,  but  the 
entrance  to  it  is  too  wide  to  be  put  in  a 
proper  pofture  of  defence. 

Sonfonate,  Acapulco,  Matanchel,  and 
San  Jofeph,  are  the  only  ports  frequented 
by  the  Spaniards  on  this  part  of  the  fouth 
fea.  Sonfonate  is  the  port  of  Peruvian 
veffels,  which  relort  thither  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  buying  pitch  and  wood  j  Acapulco 

of 
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of  the  Manilla  galleon,  which  imports  all 
forts  of  Indian  and  Chinefe  commodities, 
and  returns  with  their  value  in  fpecicj 
Matanchel  is  a  rnart  for  the  trade  of  Cali- 
fornia; and  San  Jofeph  is  little  more  than 
a  watering-place  for  the  Manilla  fhip  at 
her  firfl  arrival  on  the  coaft  of  New  Spain 
or  California. 

During  the  time  I  fojourned  at  this 
place  we  had  three  ihocks  of  an  earthquake. 
As  it  was  my  confiant  pradiice  to  live  in 
the  houfes,  and  conform  myfelf  to  the  man- 
ners, of  the  Indians,  I  happened  to  be  lying 
on  the  floor,  and  in  a  moment  of  drowli- 
nefs  preceding  found  lleep,  which  how- 
ever is  compatible  with  the  confcioufnefs 
of  external  motion,  when  I  perceived  the 
ground  tremble  under  me,  and  heard  a  noife 
like  the  rattling  of  a  heavy  carriage  over 
the  rough  pavement  of  a  narrow  lane.  In 
my  reverie  I  fancied  myfelf  ftill  at  Mexico, 
which  is  kept  in  a  ftate  of  confiant  tre- 
mour  by  the  vafl  concourfe  of  coaches  and 
other  machines  ;  but  I  could  not  account 
for  the  violent  imprefTion  they  made  on 
the   walls   of  the   houfe.     Such   was  the 

reafoning 
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reafoning  of  my  clouded  faculties,  ,when  I 
was  completely  awaked  by  the  fcreams 
of  women  and  children,  who  ran  about  in 
the  ftreets  crying,  pouring  forth  prayers  to 
the  Almighty,  and  exclaiming  in  one  voice, 
Ave  Maria  !  Ave  Maria  Santiflima  !  I  was 
no  longer  at  a  lofs  for  the  meaning  of  the 
trem^ulous  motion  I  had  felt^  and  I  ob- 
ferved  that  the  noife,  ilill  heard  at  times  in 
the  dired:ion  of  the  mountains,  was  always 
fucceeded  by  a  fliock,  which  appeared  to 
m.e  nothing  more  than  the  diffulion  of 
its  vibrations.  The  eruption  of  a  volcano 
contained  in  the  bowels  of  a  mountain 
produces,  I  prefume,  a  concuffion  in  the 
contiguous  parts  of  the  earth,  whofe  vibra- 
tions, propagated  to  a  greater  or  lefs  dif- 
tance,  according  to  the  quantity  and  ac- 
tivity of  the  volcanic  matter,  we  denominate 
a  fliock. 

The  principal  part  of  the  galleon's  car- 
go having  been  forwarded  to  Mexico,  the 
annual  fair  of  Acapulco,  which  happens  at 
this  feafon,  was  confined  to  the  little  ar- 
ticles of  a  few  pedlars,  v\dio  have  been  ufed 
to  fupply  the  officers   and  clerks    in   the 

Chinefe 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND.  1 57 

Chinefe  trade  with  certain  necelTaries  for 
the  voyage.  We  had  three  milUons  of 
piaftres  on  board,  partly  deftined  to  purchafe 
the  galleon's  next  cargo,  and  partly  to  defray 
the  expences  of  government  in  the  Philip- 
pine Ifles.  In  ihort,  having  feen  no  fewer 
than  a  hundred  pafTengcrs  embark,  at  leaft 
forty  of  whom  were  monks,  I  went  on 
board  the  galleon. 


CHAP.      IX. 

A  Voyage  from  Acapiilco  to  the  Philippine 
I/lands — A  Vijit  to  Guam  y  one  of  the  Marian 
IJles — An  Excurfon  on  fome  of  the  moji 
eaflerly  of  the  Phiiippines  -^  and  my  Abode 
in  the  City  of  Manilla. 

WE  fet  fail  from  the  road  of  Aca- 
pulco,  on  our  paffage  to  Manilla, 
the  2d  of  April  1768,  with  the  wind  in  the 
north-weft,    fleering    towards   the    S.    and 
S.  S,  W. — One  muft  have  had  the  mortifi- 
cation 
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cation  to  be  a  pafTenger  in  a  Spanish  gaU 
leon,  in  order  to  have  an  idea  of  the  horrid 
confufion  which  now  prefented  itfelf  ^  and 
yet  I  was  afiured  her  prefent  condition  was 
every  thing  that  is  quiet  and  orderly,  com- 
pared with  her  crouded  and  tumultuous 
plight  on  her  laft  voyage  from  Manilla. 
Though  a  vefTel  of  only  five  hundred  tons, 
{he  carried,  befides  the  fliip's  company,  con- 
vins, monks,  women,  merchants,  officers 
civil  and  military,  with  ^  large  detachment 
of  clerks.  The  emoluments  of  an  officer 
in  the  fervice  of  the  galleon,  exclufive  of 
the  advantages  of  trade,  are  very  confider- 
able  ;  and  his  place,  faleable  at  the  end  of 
each  voyage,  is  often  vefted  in  a  perfon  who 
has  not  the  fmallefl  pretenfions  to  the  cha- 
racter of  a  failor.  The  pilots  alone  are  en- 
trufted  with  the  failing  of  the  fhip,  and  have 
the  rank  of  major  in  the  king's  fervice.  I 
found  it  was  a  regulation  on  board  that  each 
perfon  fhould  lay  in  his  own  water  and 
flores,  and  eat  apart  by  himfelf.  The 
crew  were  not  even  provided  in  a  common 
kettle,  whilft  certain  individuals  had  each 
one  for  his  own  particular  ufe.  As  a  com- 
o  mon 
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mon  failor  on  board  the  galleon  may  have 
a  couple  of  fervants  to  attend  him,  our 
domeflics  were  more  numerous  than  their 
mafters,  and  being  without  all  order  and 
difcipline,  gave  occafion  to  intolerable  up- 
roar. Not  having  had  it  in  my  power  to 
purchafe  proviuons  for  my  paiiage  at  Aca- 
pulco,  fome  days  after  our  departure  I  made 
an  agreement,  in  confequence  of  which  I 
meffed  with  one  of  the  pilots.   . 

Having  reached  the  thirteenth  degree  of 
latitude,  we  ftocd  W.  and.S.  W.  with  a  faint 
breeze  at  E.  and  E.  N.  E.  the  wind  was  fcarce 
in  fufficient  quantity  to  fill  our  fails,  but 
what  little  we  had  Vvas  fleady,  and  we  made 
conliderable  way.  In  thofe  regions,  as  at 
Acapulco,  the  horizon  is  constantly  hazy, 
and  the  heat  of  the  atmofphere  clofe  and 
opprefTive.  We  had  frequent  lightning 
during  the  night,  accompanied  with  loud 
claps  of  thunder.  Having  arrived  at  the 
tenth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  we  con- 
tinued our  courfe,  varying  betv/een  the 
ninth  and  eleventh,  and  were  upwards  of  fif- 
teen days  without  touching  a  fail.  The 
wind  frefhening  a  little  in  the  fame  quarter 

of 
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of  the  eaft,  the  iTcy  became  perfeâ;]y  ferene, 
and  the  rate  of  our  going  was  accelerated 
with  the  fineft  weather,  and  the  moft  beau- 
tifjî  fea  in  the  wqrld. 

On  the  15th  of  May  we  began  to  ob- 
ferve  flyin^-fifn,  with  wings  of  a  reddifh 
colour,  whereas  the  wings  of  fuch  as  I 
had  hitherto  met  with  were  of  a  dufky 
white.  On  the  20th  we  faw  feveral  kinds 
of  fea-fov/1;  and  fro^n  the  20th  to  the  30th 
we  were  admonifhed  by  thunder,  lightning, 
and  flocks  of  fmall  birds,  to  be  on  our 
guard  againft  certain  rocks  and  fand-banks 
lituated  about  four  hundred  leagues  eaft  of 
the  Marian,  or  Ladrone  iQands. 

Standing  for  fome  days  between  the 
twelfth  and  thirteenth  degree,  on  the  9th 
of  June,  with  the  wind  always  E.  and 
E.  N.  E.  we  dlfcovered  mountains  in  the 
E.  N.  E.  of  the  ifland  Guam.  This  is  the 
only  one  of  the  Marian  ifles  on  which 
the  Spaniards  have  a  fettlementj  and  their 
new  governor  being  in  the  galleon,  we 
came  to  anchor  the  following  day  fouth  of 
the  iiland,  in  thirty  fathoms  water.  We  lay 
at  the  diftance  of  a  cannon-fhot  from  land, 

rippofite 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND.  l6l 

oppofite  to  a  fmall  fort,  and  a  village  of  In- 
dians. This  fort  is  only  three  leagues  from 
the  principal  town,  which  is  the  ordinary 
refidence  of  the  governor,  as  well  as  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  inhabitants.  It  is  of  a 
certain  extent,  and  ftands  on  the  border  of 
a  little  river,  at  the  mouth  of  which  is  a 
road  for  ihipping,  tolerably  fafe  during  the 
fummer  months.  The  place,  however, 
where  we  dropped  anchor  being  protected 
from  the  north-weft  winds,  which,  as  the 
rains  had  begun  to  fall,  were  now  prevalent^ 
we  deemed  ftill  more  fecure.  In  the  Ei 
and  N.  E.  we  faw  a  little  illand  covered 
with  cocoa-trees,  and  feparated  from  the 
mainland  by  a  large  ilioal  of  a  whitifli  co- 
lour. It  had  been  ufual  to  fend  a  vefTel 
from  Manilla  to  this  illand  once  in  two  or 
three  years  ',  but  owing  to  fome  accident  it 
was  now  eight  fince  the  inhabitants  had 
feen  a  ft  ranger  on  ftiore. 

The  natives  of  Guam  are  tall  and  well 
made  ;  and,  as  far  as  one  is  warranted  to 
judge  from  the  expreffion  of  the  face,  are 
of  an  open,  confidential,  and  generous  cha- 
raâer.     It  was  here  I  firft  met  with  the 

Vol.  L  ■  M  cuftom 
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cuftom  of  chewing  betel,  which  is  the  leaf 
of  a  ihrub  of  the  fame  name.  This  leaf, 
when  fmeared  over  with  flaked  lime,  and 
wrapped  round  a  parcel  of  a  fpecies  of  chefl- 
nut  obtained  from  a  tree  named  areca^ 
is  placed  in  the  mouth,  and  after  being 
chewed  for  fome  time  produces  an  irrita- 
tion on  the  palate,  and  a  reddifli  faUva, 
It  affords  the  Indian  a  very  fenlible  de- 
gree of  pleafure;  and  the  ufe  of  it  to  many 
in  thofe  regions  becomes  equally  neceifary 
as  that  of  fnuff  to  an  European.  The  more 
coarfe  and  fenfual  among  the  people  mix 
it  up  with  tobacco,  opium,  and  other  rank 
drugs  :  but  in  the  mouth  of  the  Indian 
this  compofition  exhales  a  very  grateful 
odour,  which  he  has  much  fatisfadion  in. 
imparting  to  his  companions  ;  and  when 
a  woman  chufes  to  favour  her  admirer 
with  a  portion  of  her  maflicated  betel,  he 
receives  it  as  a  pledge  of  peculiar  intimacy 
and  friendship.  For  my  part,  belides  its 
extreme  heat  and  pungency  on  the  palate 
of  a  novice,  and  the  difgufting  effed:  of  per- 
petually fpitting  a  kind  of  reddifli  vifcous 
matter,  it  never  gave  me  the  fmailefl  plea- 
fure. 
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fure,  nor  do  I  believe  I  fhould  ever  be  able 
to  acquire  the  habit  of  ufing  it.  We  met 
here  vi^ith  an  excellent  kind  of  brandy,  ma* 
nufaAured  from  the  fermented  juice  of  the 
cocoa- tree.  I  remember  to  have  feen  brandy 
of  an  equally  good  quality  in  New  Spain, , 
made  with  the  fap  of  a  fpecies  of  aloes, 
whofe  fibres  are  ftrong  and  ufeful  to  the 
natives  for  the  purpofes  of  thread. 

The  natives  of  the  Philippine  Ifles  pre- 
tend, that  the  inhabitants  of  Guam.,  and 
the  other  Marian  Iflands,  are  originally  de- 
fcended  as  colonies  from  them  -,  an  opinion 
which  I  think   by  no  means  improbable^ 
The  Indians  on  this  ifland  may  be  in  all 
about  ten  thoufand,  and  are  diftributed  in- 
to {even  or  eight  villages.     The  foil  is  ex- 
tremely fertile,  producing  rice,  Indian  corn, 
and  vegetables  in  abundance.     They  have 
fome  cows,  plenty  of  poultry,   and  many 
different  kinds  of  fruit.     The  only  fpecies, 
however,  of  this  laft  I  was  not  acquaint- 
ed with  before,   is  in  this  country  named 
rima  *,    or   the    fruit    of  the   bread-tree. 

*  AtTinian,  near  Guam,  Anfon  and  his  crew  lived  feve- 
ral  weeks  on  the  fruit  of  the  rima.— See  his  Voyages. 

M  2  The 
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The  bread-fruit  is  between  five  and  fix 
inches  in  diameter,  has  a  rough  ikin  Hke  the 
coarfefi:  fhagreen,  and  confifts  internally  of  a 
yellowifh  fubfiance,  which  the  Indians  pre- 
pare for  their  ufe  by  boiUng,  and  afterwards 
roafting  on  the  embers.  The  bread-tree, 
the  cocoa,  and  fig-bannan,  are  very  com- 
mon in  the  woods  of  Guam  ;  and  the  face 
of  the  country  prefents  numberlefs  beauti- 
fully diverfified  landfcapes,  confifiiing  of 
lawns,  high  woody  hills,  and  vallies  in  ex- 
cellent cultivation.  The  principal  town, 
at  the  diflance  of  four  leagues  in  the  coun- 
try, is  fituated  on  the  north -wefi:  of  the 
ifland,  on  the  border  of  a  confiderable  river, 
at  the  mouth  of  which  fhips  may  come  to 
anchor,  but  the  road  is  by  no  means  one 
of  the  beft. 

Having  taken  in  frelh  water  and  provi- 
fions,  and  received  the  late  governor  on 
board,  the  1 5th  of  June  we  again  put  to  fea  ; 
and  as  it  was  now  the  feafon  of  unremit- 
ting rain,  we  quitted  Guam  with  little  re- 
gret. We  flood  weft  and  a  quarter  north- 
wefl,  with  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  eafl, 
but  on  the  25th  the  wind  changed  to  the 

north. 
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north,  accompanied  with  frequent  calms. 
We  had  hitherto  enjoyed  an  excellent  pal- 
fage,  and  were  now  only  a  hundred  leagues 
from  the  Philippine  îflesj  but  here  the 
fky  became  fuddenly  overcaft,  and  the  wea- 
ther rough  and  tempeftuous.  On  the  30th 
the  wind  blew  with  increafmg  violence, 
the  fqualls  were  more  frequent,  and  the 
atmofphere  appeared  every  where  loaded 
with  low  and  difmal  clouds.  Early  on 
the  8  th  of  July  the  wind  fliifted  to  the 
fouth,  and  for  the  fpace  of  fcven  days  blew 
a  mofl  furious  ftorm,  in  the  courfe  of 
which  we  lofb  a  part  of  our  rudder,  and 
fuffered  in  other  refpeds  confiderable  da- 
mage. I  may,  on  other  occafions,  have 
been  expofed  to  winds  of  equal  violence, 
but  in  my  experience  as  a  feaman  I  ne- 
ver faw  them  convulfe  the  elements  in 
the  fame  fublimely  great  and  aweful  man- 
ner. On  the  27th  the  florm  abated,  and 
the  weather  becoming  flivourable,  we  found 
we  had  been  carried  greatly  to  the  north- 
ward of  our  courfe.  Having  regulated  our 
failing  in  the  beil  manner  we  could,  con- 
iidering  the  Hate  of  the   atmofphere,   on 
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the  24th  we  difcovered  land,  which  we 
took  for  the  ifland  Samar,  where  it  bor- 
ders on  the  ftreights  of  San  Juannico.  It 
was  now  a  month  fince  we  had  been  able 
to  take  an  obfervation  of  the  fun  ;  and  we 
perceived  we  were  much  to  the  fouth  of 
Cape  Spiritu  Santo,  according  to  which 
we  intended  to  have  direded  our  courfe. 
Upon  our  approaching  land  we  had  at  one 
time  a  dead  calm,  at  another  a  perfed:  ftorm, 
the  current  meanwhile  hurrying  us  rapidly 
towards  the  fouth-fouth-weft.  The  weather 
becoming  again  violently  tempeftuous,  we 
were  obliged  to  ftand  out  to  fea,  and  contend 
with  a  fécond  florm  ;  which  however  lafled 
only  five  days,  and  was  in  no  refpedt  to  be 
compared  with  the  former.  Having  at 
length  come  in  view  of  Cape  Spiritu  Santo, 
we  made  towards  the  fliore;  and  as  it  was 
now  the  time  of  the  boifterous  weft  winds, 
and  being  ftill  a  hundred  leagues  from 
Manilla,  acrofs  a  dangerous  Archipelago,  it 
was  thought  unadvifeable  to  attempt  this 
navigation  fo  late  in  the  feafon.  It  was 
therefore  refolved  to  put  in  and  winter  on 
the  il]and  Samar  3  and  accordingly,  on  the 

ift 
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I  ft  of  Auguft,  having  entered  a  fpacious 
road  formed  by  three  iflands  at  the  mouth 
of  a  river  which  is  named  Palapa,  from  an 
adjacent  village,  we  came  to  anchor  in  fe- 
ven  fathom  water. 

The  landing-place  at  Cape  Spiritu  Santo, 
is  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  m^eans  of  a  high 
flat-topped  mountain,  which  appears  in  the 
weft  of  it,  and  is  named  Menfa,  or  the 
Table  of  Palapa.  Here  the  land  recedes 
from  the  eye  towards  the  place  where  we 
a(5tually  moored,  which  is  about  fix  leagues 
weft  from  the  cape.  As  the  ihip  ap- 
proaches the  fhore,  the  pilot  may  obferve 
a  clufter  of  little  hills  in  the  fhape  of  fugar- 
loaves  on  the  mainland,  and  clofe  to  the 
ifland  Quiprau,  the  moil  eaftward  of  the 
three  above-mentioned.  The  ifland  Ca^ 
gayaga?i  is  fituated  to  the  weft,  and  that  of 
Lawan  to  fhe  fouth  of  it,  and  confequently 
nearer  the  mainland.  Between  Quiprau 
and  the  fliore  is  the  north- eaft  mouth  of 
the  Palapa,  which  is  indeed  the  wideft; 
but,  befides  being  deficient  in  depth  of 
water,  it  is  much  embarrailed  with  many 
dangerous  rocks.  It  is  therefore  advileable 
M.  4  to 
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to  go  on  keeping  the  land  at  the  diftance 
of  three  leagues  5  and  as  foon  as  you  have 
paiTed  the  ifland  Quiprau,  the  proper  en- 
trance to  the  road  opens  to  the  view. 
Two  prominent  points,  however,  extending 
from  thefe  iflands  in  funk  rocks  and  fand- 
banks  •  about  a  league  into  the  fea,  which 
may  be  feen  from  the  maft's  top,  fometimes 
of  a  light  and  fometimes  of  a  dark  colour, 
render  it  neceffary  to  flretch  a  little  more 
to  the  north-eaft.  Steering  fouth-fouth- 
eaft,  you  will  prefently  enter  between  the 
two  iilands,  when  you  muft  keep  the  cape 
immediately  over  a  little  uninhabited  ifle, 
which  is  employed  as  a  burying-ground 
by  the  Indians.  Here  the  fhip  enters  a 
noble  road,  four  leagues  in  length  and  two 
in  breadth;  but  if  it  is  her  purpofe  to  win- 
ter at  Samar,  fhe  ought  to  proceed  to  the 
fouth-eaft  mouth  of  the  Palapa,  where  fhe 
will  lie  in  equal  fecurity  as  in  any  harbour 
in  the  world.  The  watering  place  is  fouth 
from  the  entrance,  and  upon  the  iiland 
Lawan,  the  only  one  of  the  three  that  is 
inhabited. 

The   firft  provifions  we  received  from 

this 


BY    SEA    ANP    LAND.  169 

this  ifland  we  might  be  properly  faid  to 
devour;  for  as  foon  as  it  began  to  blow 
we  were  reduced  to  the  fhort  allowance  of 
five  ounces  of  bifcuit,  and  a  fmall  portion 
of  rain-water,  which  was  corrupted  by  the 
waves  breaking  over  the  fhip,  and  mixing 
with  our  flores  during  the  florm.  As  we 
were  entirely  uncertain,  in  cafe  we  Ihould 
mifs  the  road  of  Palapa,  of  the  duration  of 
our  palTage,  the  galleon's  company  found  it 
their  intereft  as  well  as  duty  to  acquiefce  in 
this  diminution  of  their  fubliftence.  But 
this  country,  fo  abundant  in  every  good 
thing,  foon  effaced  the  remembrance  of  all 
thofe  dangers  and  hardfhips  from  which 
we  had  but  lately  efcaped.  The  galleon 
was  now  furrounded  with  numberlefs  ca- 
noes, mingled  with  little  vefTels  named 
champan,  which  contained  a  plentiful  fup- 
ply  of  provifions  from  Samar. 

The  champan  is  a  kind  of  veflel  in  ufe 
among  thefe  Indians,  as  well  as  the  inha- 
bitants of  that  whole  coaft, which  borders 
on  the  Chinefe  gulph,  I  mean  from  China 
to  the  kingdom  of  Malacca,  and  from  Su- 
matra to  the  iflands  of  Japan.     It  is  flo or t, 

broad. 
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broad,  and  very  high  in  the  wood,  having 
one  mail:  towards  the  head,  and  another 
towards  the  {tern.  The  rudder,  hollow  in 
the  heart  with  a  view  to  prevent  its  being 
heavy  and  unweildy,  has  more  furface  than 
that  of  a  hundred-and-twenty  gun  fliip. 
Little  cots  of  bamboo  appear  in  three  divi- 
fions  on  deck,,  but  difpofed  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  leave  a  clear  fpace  before  each 
maft.  Thefe  velTels,  however,  the  largeft 
of  which  had  three  mails,  and  was  made 
to  carry  five  hundred  tons,  are  much  bet- 
ter failors  than  an  European  would  be  apt 
to  imagine.  The  natives  of  thefe  iHands 
are  "ftill  ftrangers  to  the  ufe  of  flags,  and 
content  themfelves  with  a  fort  of  ilreamer 
at  the  top  of  the  main-mail. 

We  were  now  riding  fafely  at  anchor  in 
the  mouth  of  the  Palapa  -,  and  I  began  to 
think  of  proceeding  by  the  moll  expeditious 
means  in  my  power  diredlly  to  Manilla; 
and  had  I  been  able  to  accompliih  my  firll 
idea,  I  Ihould  have  been  obliged  to  travel 
thither  chiefly  by  land.  Upon  enquiry  I 
found  that  the  wellern  point  of  Samar  is 
feparated  from  the  call  coall  of  Luconia 

only 
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only  by  a  ftreight  of  five  leagues;  and 
there  being  among  the  canoes  which  firft 
joined  the  galleon  one  belonging  to  the 
natives  of  a  little  ifle  in  the  vicinity 'of  this 
flreight,  I  propofed  to  avail  myfelf  of  their 
contiguity  to  Luconia;  and  accordingly,  hav- 
iiJg  obtained  leave  to  accompany  them  on 
their  return,  I  immediately  went  on  board 
their  canoe.  This  little  bark  was  of  the 
moil  homely  conflrudion,  and  by  far  too  low 
in  the  wood  for  the  open  fea.  A  fplit  bam- 
boo, whofe  two  limbs  united  above,  reiled 
in  a  plank  of  wood  fartcned  to  the  boat, 
ferved  them  for  mail  and  (lirouds.  The  fail 
was  a  fheet  of  leaves  coarfely  fewed  toge- 
ther ;  and  the  tackling  had  been  wholly 
obtained  from  the  bark  of  trees.  A  rude 
branch  having  two  wooden  claws,  and  in 
fome  degree  the  iliape  of  our  own,  was  in 
lieu  of  an  anchor.  The  cables  confifted 
in  different  flioots  of  the  routan  plant  laid 
together,  and  bound  or  hooped,  not  bruifed 
and  twifted  Hke  thofe  made  ufe  of  by  the 
Chinefc.  A  hand-fpike,  with  a  piece  of 
board  fixed  on  the  end  of  it,  performed  the 
pfHce  of  an  oar.     Four  large  bamboos,  dif- 

pofed 
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pofed  in  the  form  of  a  pidure-frame,'  and 
placed  acrofs  the  canoe,  were  intended  to 
regulate  her  motion;  and  a  mafTy  ftone 
in  each  extremity  of  the  hull  ferved  for 
ballaft.  But  itill  this  very  Ample  piece 
of  mechanifm  tended  to  the  fame  purpofe 
with  that  of  the  moil  iinproved  tranfpcart 
in  Europe. 

Having  put  off  from  the  galleon,  I  be- 
gan to  reflect  on  my  fituation;  and  was  ex- 
tremely at  a  lofs  whether  I  had  moft  rea- 
fon  to  admire  or  dread  the  rude  induilry  of 
my  companions.  Î  got  rid  of  the  firft  fur- 
mifes  of  dUquietude  as  foOn  as  poffibie, 
and  at  laft  becam^e  charmed  with  the  no- 
velty of  the  objeds  around  me.  We  had 
reached  the  open  fea,  and  were  rowing 
weftward  upon  a  point  of  land  about  the 
diftance  of  tv^^o  leagues,  when  we  were  all 
of  a  fudden  overtaken  in  a  ftorm  :  happily 
it  was  of  fhort  continuance,  but  it  ended 
in  an  abundant  fall  of  rain,  which  in  a  few 
moments  had  almoft  filled  the  canoe.  We 
emptied  her  of  the  water  with  all  pofTible 
expedition;  and  efcaped  without  fuffering 
any    other   hardfliip,   than   that   of  being 
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drenched  to  the  fkin  5  meanwhile  our  Uttle 
bark  went  well  through  the  waves,  and  it 
was  not  long  before  we  arrived  at  our  in- 
tended point. 

Here  we  joined  a  number  of  canoes,  and 
a  crowd  of  Indians  on  the  beach,  who  like 
ourfelves  had  been  glad  to  make  the  beft 
of  their  way  from  the  violence  of  the  florm. 
Some  of  thefe  favages  had  ilripped  off  their 
ihirts  in  order  to  prefcrve  them  from  the 
wet,  and  rolled  up  their  large  breeches 
above  the  loins.  Others  were  drefled  in  a 
fort  of  bodice,  defcending  from  the  arm- 
pits to  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  and  a  wide 
cloak,  which  ferved  as  a  covering  to  their 
flioulders.  The  whole  was  obtained  from 
a  fort  of  ftuff  confilling  of  woody  fibres, 
woven  in  the  loom  of  nature,  and  found  in 
their  forefts  adhering  to  the  bark  of  the 
cocoa-tree.  On  their  heads  was  a  kind  of 
round  hat,  refembling  the  fcale  of  a  balance, 
only  a  little  more  convex.  It  was  compofed 
of  nipe-leaves,  attached  by  their  twigs,  as 
edging  to  the  circumference  of  a  hoop,  in 
fuch  manner  that  all  their  points  united  in 
the  center.    The  fkin  of  the  routan  twifl- 

ed 
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ed  into  a  fillet,  and  applied  to  the  lower 
furface  of  the  fcale,  embraced  the  head, 
and  formed  the  crown  of  the  hat.  In 
fliort,  what  with  the  frefh  verdure  of  the 
hat,  and  the  dulky  brown  hue  and  coarfe 
fabric  of  the  cloak  and  bodice,  prefenting 
in  fcaly  feries  the  arrangement  of  the  va- 
rious parts,  thefe  Indians  might  have  pafled 
in  a  warm  imagination  for  the  Genii  of 
the  woods. 

Their  armour  was  a  kind  of  fword  or 
couteau-de-chafTe,  which  is  named  cris,  or 
campilariy  and  a  long  target,    intended  for 
the  defence  of  the  whole  body.    They  now 
prepared  to  exhibit,  by  way  of  amufement, 
a  /liam  fight,  in  which,  as  they  evaded  or 
repelled  the  blows  of  the  enemy,  they  dif- 
played  a  thoufand  ilrange  contorfions  behind 
their  fliields.    The  retreat,  as  well  as  the 
afi^ault,  were   accompanied  with  leaps  and 
fcreams  of  a  moil  extraordinary  and  inhuman 
nature.   The  noife  and  tumult  of  the  fiiorm 
feemed  to  infpire  them  with  an  extafy  of 
joy }  for,  having  fixed  their  eyes  on  a  cloud 
whence  had  jufl  ifiued  a  flafli  of  lightening 
or  peal  of  thunder,  they  fet  up  a  yelling 

and 
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and  clamour,  which  probably  denoted  a  cer- 
tain fatisfadion  in  them,  but  which  were 
little  calculated  to  excite  fimilar  fentiments 
in  my  breaft.  During  all  this  time  I  fat 
under  a  rock,  where  I  had  taken  flielter 
from  a  heavy  fall  of  rain,  and  opened  my 
eyes  wide  to  gaze  on  fo  wonderful  a  fpec- 
tacle.  A  peculiar  novelty  in  the  appear- 
ance and  behaviour  of  thefe  favages,  joined 
to  my  total  ignorance  of  their  language, 
fufpended  in  fome  degree  the  ufual  exer- 
cife  of  my  faculties.  I  now  av/aked  as 
from  a  dream,  and  afked  myfelf  the  mean- 
ing of  thofe  enthuflaftic  expreffions  of  joy. 
Are  they  the  wanton  eifufions  of  cruel  and 
barbarous  difpofitions  ?  or  are  they  merely 
the  idle  and  intemperate  bluftcr  of  levity 
and  courage  ?  I  flattered  myfelf  1  had  been 
able  to  diftinguifh  the  peculiar  fymptoms 
of  the  latter,  and  began  to  be  under  lefs 
concern  for  my  perfonal  fafety.  Still, 
however,  I  could  not  help  recolledling  the 
jealoufy  I  had  feen  entertained  of  them  by 
the  galleon's  company  ;  a  jealoufy  which 
prevented  their  being  admitted  on  board,  * 
except  in  Very  fraail  numbers,  and  which 
9  I  found 
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I  found  to  originate  in  their  fuppofed  alli- 
ance with  the  wild  Mahometans  and  favage 
Indians  of  the  Philippine  Archipelago. 
Hitherto  they  had  not  deigned  to  take  the 
fmallefl:  notice  of  me,  and  therefore  I  be- 
came afraid  they  might  be  ftill  in  a  bar- 
barous and  wandering  ftate  of  favage  life, 
and  enemies  to  the  Spaniards,  and  that  all 
I  had  yet  feen  was  only  the  prelude  to  a 
human  facrifice. 

By  and  bye,  however,  there  came  others 
in  lefs  extraordinary  apparel,  who,  after 
furveying  me  from  head  to  foot,  prefented 
me  with  a  difh  of  rice.  My  mind  v^^as  ftill 
in  a  ftate  of  great  agitation,  but  in  my  pre- 
fent  fituation  I  had  too  much  occafion  for 
a  friend,  not  to  take  what  was  offered  me 
with  every  poflible  expreffion  of  grati- 
tude. 

This  rice  was  dreifed  in  a  piece  of  bam- 
boo, pierced  in  the  manner  of  a  iieve, 
which  being  covered  with  a  lid  is  inclofed 
in  another  larger  in  fize,  and  containing 
a  certain  quantity  of  water.  The  outer 
vefTel  being  made  clofe  in  like  manner,  the 
whole  is  placed  over  a  flow  fire  5  and  as 

the 
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the  water  is  abforbed  by  the  rice  in  the  adtioii 
of  boiling,  fo  the  furface  of  the  bamboo, 
which  is  appHed  to  the  fire,  is  prevented 
from  being  confumed  by  the  humidity  it 
imbibes  from  within.  Whenever  they  have 
occafion  for  a  fire,  it  is  obtained  by  the 
fimple  method  of  rubbing  two  pieces  of 
bamboo  againft  each  other. 

The  ftorm  abated,  and  we  again  em- 
barked   in    our    canoe,    quitting   a   defart 
iiland,    my  fhort   abode  on    v/hich    made 
fuch  an  impreffion  on  my  mind,  that  at 
this  moment  it  occurs   to  my  recolled:ion. 
like  a  fairy  tale.     We  proceeded  weftward, 
through  a  canal  formed  by  this  and  another 
ifland  nearer  the  mainland;  but  though  I 
faw  many  canoes   pafiing   and  re-pafTmg 
between    the    galleon    and    the    adjacent 
iflands,  I  could  not  perceive  a  fmgle  hut, 
Bor    the    fmallefl    veflige   of    cultivation. 
Having  pafTed  a  flreight  lying  between  tvv b 
contiguous  points  of  thefe  illands,  we  en- 
tered the  main  fea,  and  coafted  weftward. 
We  were  deterred  from  venturing  to  any 
confiderable  diftance  from  land,  by  reafon 
of  the  fmall  fize  and  frail  condition  of  our 
Vol.  I.  N  canoe  ^ 
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canoe  ;  and  this  confideration  inducing  us 
to  keep  near  the  breakers,  we  were  at  times 
in  jeopardy  of  being  overfet  by  the  waves. 
We  rowed  round  a  (harp  point  of  land,  and 
faw  through  the  trees  a  village  named 
Lawan,  which,  with  a  church  and  con- 
vent, is  protected  by  a  little  fort  eredled 
on  an  eminence  near  the  fhore.  The  huts 
of  the  Indians  appear  fcattered  over  a 
neighbouring  wood,  which,  by  reafon  of  an 
extreme  luxuriance  of  foil,  was  become 
thick  and  difficult  of  accefs.  Thefe  In- 
dian habitations  I  could  compare  to  nothing 
with  equal  propriety  as  to  fo  many  bird- 
cages ;  which  being  either  fquare  and 
grated  with  the  bamboo,  or  oblong  and 
open  to  the  day,  were  perched  upon  flakes  ; 
and,  owing  to  the  motion  of  the  people 
within,  in  a  confiant  flate  of  vacillation, 
whereby  they  produced  to  the  eye  of  a 
•fpeélator  the  aâiual  effed:  of  a  cage. 

Upon  my  landing  I  went  to  pay  my  re- 
fpeifls  to  the  parifli  priefl,  who  was  a  jefuit, 
as  indeed  at  that  time  were  all  the  eccle- 
fiaftics  of  thefe  iflands.  He  received  me 
with  feme  civility,  and  here  I  ate,  for  the 
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ûrù.  time,  the  eggs  of  a  bird  named  fa6o/2, 
which  are  as  large  as  thofe  of  a  goofe, 
though  laid  by  an  animal  no  bigger  than  a 
turtle-dove.  When  the  female  tabon  is 
about  to  lay,  flie  makes  a  deep  winding 
hole  in  the  fand,  and  having  depofited  her 
egg,  inftantly  fills  it  up,  and  fmooths  ' 
over  the  furface  as  before.  In  procefs  of 
time  the  heat  of  the  fun  having  hatched 
the  eggs,  the  chicks  begin  to  fcratcli 
their  way  towards  the  light  ;  but  as  it 
often  happens  that  in  this  effort  they 
fcratch  either  downward,  or  horizontally, 
they  are  found  in  numbers  fufFocated  in  the 
fand. 

Departing  from  Lawan  at  fun-fct,  in 
order  to  have  the  calm  of  the  evening,  v/e 
rowed  ftill  weftward  along  the  (liore,  di- 
refting  our  courfe  to  Catarman.  My  In- 
dians were  excellent  rovv^ers,  and  the  canoe 
making  good  way,  we  accomplifhed  twelve 
leagues  before  the  dawn  of  the  morning. 
Still,  however,  I  was  by  no  means  at  my 
eafe  with  refpedl  to  my  companions  ;  for 
though  a  ftranger  to  their  language,  I  could 
eafily  perceive  their  converfation  often  had 
N  2  a  refer- 
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a  reference  to  me  ;  and  at  one  time,  under 
the  colour  of  their  ufual  figns  and  geftures, 
preffing  upon   me  with   rude  familiarity, 
they  feemed,  as  I  apprehended,  to  have  a 
delign  upon   my  pockets.     It  is  poflible, 
however,  that  in  the  then  feverilh  flate  of 
my  mind  I  may  have  mifniterpreted  this 
odd  behaviour  of  the  Indians  -,  at  the  fame 
time  I  mufl:  fay,  it  ftill  appears  to  me  a 
little  more  than  equivocal.     Refolved,  ne- 
verthelefs,  to  perfevere  in  my  purpofe  of 
failing  in  the  only  velTel  which  goes  from 
Manilla  to  the  harbour  of  Canton  during 
the  feafon,   I  was  prepared  to  meet  with 
patience   and   conftancy   every   fpecies   of 
danger.     Soon  after  my  arrival  at  Catar- 
man,  I  learned  that  in  the  courfe  of  the 
jiight   we  had   made  a  moft  providential 
efcape  -,  for  that  near  certain  rocks,  and.  at 
the  precife  hour  we  muft  have  pafled  them, 
the  Mahometan  pirates  had  taken  and  pil^ 
laged  three  canoes,  and  carried  their  crews 
into   captivity.     This  news  was  reported 
by  a  few  of  the  hands,  who,  favoured  by 
the  obfcurity  of  the  night,  had  been  able  to 
make  their  efcape  by  fwimming.     I  was 
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befides  informed,  that  the  Indians  by  whom 
I  was  accompanied  were  natives  of  Capul, 
an  ifland  v/hich  for  a  long  time,  v/ithout 
either  prieft  or  governor,  had  renounced 
all  manner  of  intercourfe  with  Europeans» 
It  was  added,  that  thefe  iflanders  not  only 
afford  an  afylum  to  Mahometans,  but 
even  aflift  them  in  committing  depreda- 
tions on  their  neighbours  ;  and  hence  I 
conjeâ:ured  that  the  enemy's  having  ob- 
ferved  and  recognized  their  companions, 
might  be  adually  the  reafon  why  we  had  . 
not  fhared  in  the  unhappy  fate  of  the  other 
canoes. 

At  Catarman  î  was  lodged  in  the  houfe 
of  an  ecclefiaftic,  who  was  of  the  fame 
order  with  the  former  ;  and  though  I  can- 
not fay  the  reception  I  met  with  was  un- 
civil, yet  it  was  accompanied  with  a  dif- 
agreeable  flatelinefs  of  manner.  He  feem- 
ed  bufily  employed  in  giving  audience  to 
his  people,  in  fettling  the  differences  of 
the  Indians,  and  in  prefcribing  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  good  order  of  his  flock. 
Towards  evening  a  little  boy,  who  feemed 
to  ferve  him  as  a  domeftic,  came  to  requeft 

N  3  that 
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that  I  would  pafs  into  an  adjacent  room, 
and  repofe  myfelf  on  the  fofa.     I  obeyed, 
and  followed  hinij  but  we  had  no  fooner 
entered  the   apartment,  than  he  took  his 
leave,  and  locked  the  door  behind  him.     I 
prefently  heard  much  noife  and  buftle  of 
company  in  the  parlour  I  had  juft  quitted, 
and  above  all  the  voice  of  my  friend  the 
jefuit^    who    having   made    an   harangue, 
obliged,  I  could  perceive,   certain  perfons 
to  make  an  apology  to  others,  advanced,  as 
appeared  by  the  tremulous  tone   of  their 
voice,  to  the  infirmities  of  old  age.     His  ad- 
drefs  became  ilill  more  animated,  while  his 
queftions  generally  terminated  in  the  word 
mangateaUy  which,  in  the  language  of  the 
natives,  fi unifies  thim.     The  whole  ended 
in  a  very  fevere  cafligation,  the  report  of 
which  was  fufficiently  audible  in  the  next 
room.     The    idea   of  the    inquifition    in- 
ftantly  prefented  itfelf  to  my  mind,  and  I 
remained  not  a  little  confounded.     At  fup- 
per,  however,   in  rendering  fome  account 
of  his  judicial  functions,  he  gave  me  an 
opportunity  of  enquiring  whether  the  dif- 
cipline  he  thus  infUded  on  his  flock  re- 
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garded  matters  of  religion,  or  merely  their 
temporal  concerns.  He  allured  me,  and 
from  the  apparent  probity  of  his  charadler 
I  am  not  inclined  to  fufpedt  his  lincerity, 
that  it  was  nothing  more  than  the  exercife 
of  civil  police,  and  had  no  concern  whatever 
with  the  objefts  of  their  belief. 

Catarman  in  the  native  language  of  Sa- 
mar  fignifies  cape  or  promontory  ;  and 
being  only  fourteen  leagues  from  Palapa, 
there  flill  remained  eight  or  ten  to  Luco- 
nia.  It  was  now  my  earnefl  defire  to  fail 
direâily  to  this  ifland,  but  the  ftreights  of 
San  Bernardino,  which  I  was  neceffarily 
to  pafs,  being  infefted  by  the  cruifers  of 
the  Mahometans  and  Indians  of  Mindanao,  > 
Holo,  Borneo,  Paragoa,  and  other  places 
lituated  between  the  Philippine  and  Mo- 
lucca ides,  no  perfon  was  to  be  found 
who  would  undertake  to  be  my  conductor. 
Here  I  difmilfed  my  Indians  of  Capul,  for 
after  the  accounts  I  had  jufl  received  of 
their  countrymen,  I  would  not  venture 
to  truft  myielf  longer  in  their  hands. 
The  very  name  of  the  Mahometans  who 
infefl  the  coafls  of  the  BilTayan,  as  well  as 
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thofe  of  the  Luconian  ifles,  feem  to  infpire 
the  catholic  Indians  v/ith  extreme  terror, 
^ence  the  pirates  have  the  infolence  to 
prefent  themfelves  on  fhorej  and  frequently 
carry  off  the  inhabitants  of  Luconia  from 
under  the  very  walls  of  Manilla  without 
oppofition.  But  befides  the  imminent  dan* 
ger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  fero- 
cious MulTulmen,  I  received  many  accounts, 
probably  exaggerated,  of  the  extreme  dif- 
ficulty of  travelling  by  land  from  San  Ber- 
nardino to  the  city  of  Manilla.  This  was 
reprefented  as  a  journey  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  leagues,  through  a  country  which, 
in  the  prefent  feafon  of  the  year,  would 
fcarce  be  attempted  even  by  a  native,  who 
is  commonly  little  fcrupulous  of  purfuing 
his  way  up  to  the  girdle  in  mire.  As  an 
additional  aggravation,  it  was  alledged,  that 
in  the  whole  of  that  country  not  a  finglc 
beail;  is  to  be  found  for  the  purpofe  of 
the  faddle,  except  fome  buffaloes,  and  they 
only  in  very  few  places.  But  on  the  other 
hand,  if  I  waited  the  failing  of  the  gaU 
Icon   in   the  end  of  winter,   I  renounced 

all 
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all  hopes  of  going  in  the  only  vefTel  which 
fails  from  Manilla  to  Canton  in  the  courfe 
of  the  f?  ifon.  Such  were  the  refledions 
which  engaged  my  mind,  when  the  fenti- 
Tiels  Rationed  on  the  cape,  as  well  as  the 
adjacent  heights,  gave  notice  by  their  bell- 
drums  that  the  Moorifh  canoes  were  in 
view.  The  bell-drum,  better  known  per- 
haps in  Europe  by  the  name  tamtam,  con- 
iifts  in  a  fheet  of  metal  about  half  an  inch 
in  thicknefs,  and  refembles  the  tambour- 
de-bafque,  only  the  furface  of  the  former 
has  a  certain  fpace  in  the  middle,  concave 
on  one  fide  and  convex  on  the  other  ^  and 
though  inaudible  beyond  the  diftance  of 
four  hundred  paces,  owing  perhaps  to  the 
vaftly  greater  number  of  vibrations,  its  found 
is  more  univerfally  difFufed  within  thofe 
bounds  than  if  it  were  adiually  a  bell.  This 
inflrument  hangs  fufpended  from  the  neck, 
and  is  beaten  on  the  convex  fide  with  a 
kind  of  drum-ftick  muffled  in  a  flip  of 
cloth.  The  appearance  of  the  Mahome- 
tans, or  Moors,  as  they  are  named  by  the 
Spaniards,  at  different  times  fmce  my  ar- 
rival, had  excited  much  conffernation  in 

the 
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the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and  now, 
having  no  option  but  to  abandon  my  defign 
of  proceeding  immediately  to  Manilla,  after 
a  fliort  ftay  on  this  illand  I  returned  to  my 
friends  at  Palapa. 

Upon  my  arrival  at  Samar,  I  found 
that,  except  the  crew,  not  one  perfon  re- 
mained in  the  .qalleon,  and  therefore  the 
village,  which  might  conlifl:  of  a  hundred 
houfes,  overflowed  with  the  fliip's  paf- 
fengers.  I  v/as  fortunate  enough,  how- 
ever, to  find  tolerable  accom.modation,  and 
was  enabled  to  pafs  my  time  on  this  ifland 
in  a  manner  much  to  my  liking.  Palapa 
is  fituated  on  a  river,  as  above-men- 
tioned, of  the  fame  name,  at  the  diftance 
of  two  leagues  from  the  fea  ;  and  the  fight 
of  the  galleon  having  attradled  the  Indians 
of  Catarman,  Lawan,  Catuby,  Ubi,  and 
other  villages  to  the  extent  of  fifteen 
leagues,  it  Vv'as  feen  at  prefent  to  great  ad- 
vantage. 

On  the  fouthern  fliore,  oppofite  to  the 
ifle  of  LeytCy  flands  the  capital  of  the 
ifland,  named  Cabalo7tgua,  which  is  the 
refidcnce  of  the  governor,  commonly  the 

only 
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only  lay  Spaniard  in  Samci: .  I  met  with 
nothing  particular  in  the  productions  of 
Cabalongua,  except  a  fpecies  of  St.  Ig- 
natius's  bean,  called  in  the  language  of  the 
natives,  pepitas  de  Cabalongua.  The  houfes 
of  the  inhabitants  are  conftrudied  of  the 
bamboo,  and  thatched  with  the  leaves  of 
the  nipe^  a  ihrub  as  common  as  it  is  ufeful 
in  thofe  parts.  The  leaves,  being  doubled 
and  fewed  to  a  fmall  reed,  are  difpofed  on 
the  roof  in  imitation  of  European  Hating. 
The  body  of  the  building  is  raifed  to  a 
certain  height  above  the  ground,  and  refis 
on  a  floor  of  fplit  bamboos,  the  arrange- 
ment of  which  is  fo  contrived  as  to  have 
the  appearance  of  a  clofe  grating.  One 
objed:  of  this  floor  is,  to  permit  the  free 
circulation  of  air,  as  well  as  the  efcape  of 
vapours  exhaled  from  the  foil,  circum- 
ftances  of  great  benefit  to  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants. 

From  the  arrival  to  the  failino:  of  the 
galleon  my  time  was  chiefly  fpent  at  Ca- 
tarman,  Lav/an,  or  Pabpa,  which,  like  all 
the  other  villages  in  thofe  iflands,  have  each 
a  little  fortrefs,  in  ordier  that  upon  the  firil 

appearance 
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appearance  of  the  Moors  the  inhabitants, 
with  their  moil  valuable  effects,  may  refort 
thither  for  fafety. 

The  natives,  efpecially  fuch  as  refide  on 
the  fea  coaft,  were  formerly  Mahometans  ; 
but  the  miffionary  jefuits  having  converted 
them  to  the  religion  and  allegiance  of 
Spain,  now  exercife  over  them  an  authority 
almoil  unlimited.  For  the  moil  trivial 
offences,  infants,  children,  men,  women, 
old  and  young,  without  diflindlion  of  rank, 
age,  or  fex,  are  fubjedled  to  the  difcipline 
of  the  whip  ;  and  the  afcendency  acquired 
by  the  clergy  over  the  minds  of  the  people 
in  their  refpeâiive  parifhes  is  fuch,  that 
the  Indian,  having  received  his  ilripes  with 
the  moil  humble  fubmiiîion,  thanks  the 
jefuit  for  his  good  offices,  and  departs  fully 
iatisfied  of  the  neceflity  of  a  punifhment 
v'hich  nothing  but  an  honeil  zeal  for  his  wel- 
fare could  have  induced  him  to  infli(5l.  The 
cenfure  of  the  church  is  in  general  attended 
with  real  penitence  on  the  part  of  the  of- 
fender ;  who,  as  I  was  affured,  is  rarely 
known  to  relapfe  into  the  fame  fault.  Pu- 
niihment  is  always  executed  in  public  ;  and 

each 
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each  Individual  being  aware  that  by  reafoa 
of  human  fraihy  he  is  equally  liable  to  the 
rod  of  difcipline  with  his  neighbour,  it 
ftamps  no  difgrace,  in  the  eftimation  of 
others,  on  the  charaâier  of  the  delin- 
quent. The  jefuits  are  at  great  pains  to 
inftrudl  them  in  matters  of  religion  3  and 
hence,  befides  the  ordinary  feftivals  of  the 
church,  two  days  of  the  week  are  fet  apart 
for  divine  fervice,  in  which  the  Indian 
celebrates  the  praifes  of  his  Creator  with 
fuch  melody,  unâion,  and  ingenuous  fim- 
plicity,  as  beflow  real  fublimity  on  the  ex- 
ercifes  of  his  devotion.  I  happened  to  be 
prefent  at  the  parochial  feaft,  which  was 
obferved  with  much  apparent  piety  by  the 
Indians,  though  in  a  manner  confonant  to 
the  genius  of  the  Spaniards.  In  the  morn- 
ing the  banners  of  the  Virgin,  St.  Ignatius, 
and  St.  Francis,  are  difplayed  from  the 
baftions  of  the  caftle,  and  faluted  at  the 
riiing  and  fetting  of  the  fun  by  a  difcharge 
of  artillery.  On  this  occafion  it  had  been 
formerly  cuftomary  to  give  the  Indians  a 
ball  in  the  church,  but  this  religious  dance 
having  been  found  to  terminate  fometimes 
2  in 
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in  certain  irregularities,  it  was  now  abo- 
lished.  1  return  to  the  character  of  the 

parochial  clergy. 

The  jefuit,  by  means  of  confefhon,  has 
accefs  to  the  mofl  fecret  thoughts  of  the 
Indian;  who  repairs,  in  the  fimplicity  of  his 
heart,  to  fubmit  not  only  his  offences,  but 
every  thing  that  is  either  the  object  of  his 
hope  or  fear,  to  the  ear  of  his  paftor.  Ad- 
vice and  admonition  on  the  part  of  the 
prieft,  is  always  accompanied  with  fome 
fmall  prefent,  confifting  in  wine,  medicine, 
liquor,  or  animal  food;  and  thus,  by  min- 
gling kindnefs  with  feverity,  and  rewards 
with  punifhment,  the  natives  are  gradually 
reclaimed  from  their  ignorance  and  mifcon- 
duâ:.  Like  good  children,  they  learn  to 
regard  the  miffionary  as  one  fent  from 
heaven  to  con  dud;  them  by  the  path  of 
peace  and  innocence  to  temporal  as  v/ell 
as  eternal  happinefs.  He  acquires  in  their 
minds  all  the  rights  and  confequence  of  an 
earthly  parent,  whom  nature  authorizes  to 
eftablilh  the  principles  of  virtue  and  good 
order  in  his  family.  Hence,  in  fituntions  of 
common  danger,  he  is  their  leader  by  fea 

and 
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and  land  ;  and,  on  account  of  his  fuperior 
wifdom  and  courage,  is  looked  up  to  as  a 
flrong  tovv^er  againfl  the  invaHon  and  in- 
roads of  the  Mahometans.  It  is  coinpe^ 
tent  to  each  miffionary  in  his  own  parifh 
to  iffue  orders  for  building  or  repairing  the 
fort,  for  providing  it  in  cannon  and  am- 
munition, and  for  the  conllruélion  of  war- 
canoes,  which  he  frequently  commands  in 
perfon.  He  appoints  all  fubordinate  of- 
ficers, prefides  over  the  difcipline  of  the 
militia,  regulates  the  number  of  the  guards, 
and  even  di redis  the  fentinel  to  his  proper 
poft.  In  fine,  the  clergy  of  Samar  are  the 
friends  as  well  as  the  paflors,  the  temporal 
as  well  as  the  fpiritual  leaders  of  the  liock; 
amongfi;  whom  I  was  unable  to  difcover 
either  the  imperious  bigot,  or  the  low  Lé- 
vite who  earns  the  emoluments  of  his  pro- 
feffion  by  a  ftudied  accommodation  of  his 
life  to  the  tafle  and  humour  of  his  fupe- 
rior s . 

I  am  no  friend  to  the  exorbitant  power 
of  the  church  ;  but  whatever  be  the  ulti- 
mate views  of  monaflic  policy,  good  per- 
haps in  fome  refpefts,  and  bad  in  others, 
3  I  muil 
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I  muft  fay,  that  on  this  ifland  it  feems  to 
have  a  happy  influence  on  the  real  interefls 
of  the  people.  The  maxims  of  the  jefuits 
condud  here  feem,  in  matters  both  of  a  ci- 
vil and  fpiritual  nature,  much  to  refemble 
thofe  exerciLd  by  their  brethren  in  the 
miffions  of  Paraguay;  though  the  produd: 
of  the  people's  induftry  being  permitted  to 
remain  in  their  own  hands,  and  at  their 
own  difpofal,  is  a  circumftance  much  to 
the  credit  of  the  former.  I  cannot  con- 
clude the  jufi:  encomium  of  thefe  men, 
without  obferving,  that  in  a  fituation 
where  the  extreme  attachment  of  the  na- 
tives to  their  paflors  might  with  little 
encouragement  have  given  occafion  to  ail 
the  evils  of  violence  and  infurreâ:ion,  I 
faw  them  meet  the  edid  for  the  abolition 
of  their  order  with  the  deference  due  to 
civil  authority,  but  at  the  fame  time  with 
a  ftrength  and  firmnefs  of  mind  truly 
manly  and  heroic.  There  now  only  remain 
in  the  dominions  of  Spain  the  jefuits  of 
the  Marian  ifles,  whom  we  had  no  autho- 
rity to  moleft  ;  and  in  America,  thofe  of 
California,  whom  the  natives,  under  dif- 
ferent 
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ferent  pretences,  had  hitherto  contrived  to 
retain  in  the  country.  As  to  fuch  as  were 
formerly  fcattered  over  the  other  parts  of 
New  Spain,  they  had  long  iince  taken  their 
pafTage  for  Europe. 

In  this  iiland  the  foil  is  extremely  fertile^ 
eafily  cultivated,  and  rewards  the  induftry  of 
the  labourer  with  at  leaft  forty  fold.  Befides 
other  grain,  the  Indians  fow  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  rice,  but  which  is  wholly  in- 
tended for  the  ufe  of  the  parochial  clergy^ 
the  fettlement  of  Manilla,  and  the  gover- 
nor of  the  province.  The  common  food 
of  the  natives  confifts  chiefly  in  a  fpecies 
of  potatoe,  yams,  and  a  root  named  gaby. 
Agreeably  to  the  example  of  the  Indians,  I 
lived  here  intirely  on  roots,  whofe  fugary 
tafte  is  much  more  pleafant  than  the  uni- 
form inflpidity  of  boiled  rice.  At  firil: 
they  feemed  heavy  and  flatulent,  but  they 
foon  became  familiar  to  my  ftomach  j  and 
I  was  fatisfied  in  the  end  that  they  are  more 
nutritious  to  the  constitution,  as  well  as 
more  relifliing  to  the  tafte.  I  ate  like  wife 
a  good  deal  of  pork,  which  is  lefs  in  fize, 
and   runs   more  in    filaments,  than   ours. 

Vol.  I.  O  Thiâ 
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This  ûeùi,  though  black,  and  confifting  of 
ftrong  fibres,  like  thofe  of  the  ox,  is  much 
fweeter,  and  by  no  means  difficult  of  digef- 
tion.  The  Indian  has  a  furprifmg  dexterity 
at  difcovering  the  tabon's  neft,  and  is  fome- 
times  fo  lucky  as  to  light  upon  no  fewer 
than  forty  in  one  hoard;  but  from  the 
fhort  experience  I  had  of  this  aliment,  I 
thought  it  heavy  and  indigeftible.  From 
the  fap  of  the  cocoa,  nipe,  and  cabonegro- 
trces,  they  obtain  the  materials  for  an  ex- 
cellent fpecies  of  brandy.  The  laft  of  thefè 
owes  its  name  to  the  black  colour  of  its 
fibres,  which  are  manufadured  by  the  na- 
tives into  cables,  and  different  kinds  of 
cordage.  Another  article  of  Indian  food,  is 
the  fubftance  of  the  cocoa-nut,  which  is 
eaten  in  the  firft  ftage  of  congelation  ,•  for 
after  it  becomes  folid,  and  acquires,  in  fomc 
degree,  the  tafte  of  a  frefh  almond,  it  ceafes 
to  be  equally  digeftible. 

The  only  inilrunient  ufed  by  the  Indian, 
either  for  the  purpofes  of  war  or  induftry, 
is  a  kind  of  couteau-de-chajfcy  named,  as  is 
above  mentioned,  cris,  or  campilan;  an 
inflrument  which,  after  fcrving  him  againil 
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the  enemy,  enables  him  to  cut  down  the 
largeft  tree  of  the  wood,  to  be  formed  into 
a  canoe,  or  fplit  into  deals  for  more  or- 
dinary ufes.  When  the  campilan  has  been 
fo  much  worn  as  to  be  of  little  further  fer- 
vice  to  him,  it  is  flill  employed  by  his  wife 
to  grub  up  a  light  foil,  in  which  fhe  plants 
yams,  potatoes,  and  other  roots.  In  the 
ipace  of  two  months  they  are  dug  up  in 
a  ftate  of  maturity,  and  of  a  wonderful 
iize,  infomuch  that  within  the  compafs  of 
eighty  yards  the  Indian  finds  his  annual 
fupply  of  thefe  articles  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  numerous  family. 

The  fugar-cane,  cabbages,  garlic,  onions, 
melons,  the  Chinefe- orange,  lemons,  ve- 
getables, and,  though  in  fmall  quantity,  fe- 
veral  other  kinds  of  fruit  little  known  in 
Europe,  are  cultivated  on  this  ifland.  It 
abounds  in  figs,  of  which  I  reckoned  no 
fewer  than  thirteen  or  fourteen  different 
ipecies,  with  a  great  variety  of  perfumes. 
The  natives  are  inftruded  to  give  particular 
attention  to  the  culture  of  the  cocoa-tree, 
which  grows  here  to  an  uncommon  fize. 
Their  woods  produce  the  pampkmous,  a 
O  z  fpecies 
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fpecies  of  orange  near  five  inches  in  dia- 
meter, pepper,  honey,  and  wax.  Indeed, 
all  thefe  iflands  are  eminently  diftinguifhed 
by  the  labours  of  the  bee  ;  and  hence,  I 
have  feldom  made  an  excurfion  into  the 
woods  without  meeting  numbers  of  bee- 
hives, fufpended  in  the  form  of  oblong 
gourds  from  the  branches  of  the  trees. 

The  bounty  of  Nature  in  Samar  is  no 
lefs  vifible  in  the  variety  and  excellence  of 
its  game.  The  woods  fwarm  with  birds 
of  almoft  every  defcription,  particularly  the 
common  fowl,  which  is  diftinguifhed,  how- 
ever, from  ours  by  the  Shortened  propor- 
tions of  her  body  and  legs.  The  colour  of 
the  hen  is  grey,  with  feathers  fpotted  like 
a  partridge.  There  are  three  different 
fpecies  of  turtle-dove  ;  the  firfl  grey,  and 
as  large  as  a  pullet  3  the  fécond  feems, 
however,  to  be  only  a  dwariiih  breed  of  the 
firll  'y  the  third  is  green,  and  when  prepared 
for  the  table  affords  delicate  eating.  I  met 
with  a  kind  of  bird,  peculiar,  I  believe,  to 
thefe  iflands,  named  calao,  as  large  as  a 
goofe,  and  agreeable  to  the  tafle,  but  ex- 
tremely lliy  and  difficult  of  approach.     He 

frequents 
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frequents  low  fenny  grounds,  perches  on 
the  talleft  tree  in  their  vicinity,  and  flits 
through  the  air  with  a  flight  Angularly  ra- 
pid.    This  bird  may  be  diftinguiflied  by  a 
large  red  oblong  crown,  which  feems  to  be 
of  the  fame  fubilance  with,  and  indeed  only 
a  continuation  of,  his  bill.    This  ornament, 
added  to  his  lize,  gives  him  a  kind  of  ma- 
jeftic  air.     The  feathers  are  black,  mixed 
with  a  dufky  red.     I  had  the  good  fortune 
to  obtain  a  very  beautiful  head  of  the  calao, 
which  I  had  the  honour  to  prefent  to  the 
academy  of  fciences  at  Paris.    The  parro- 
quet,  cockatoo,   and  another   pretty  little 
fpecies  of  the  fame  genus,  no  larger  than  a 
linnet,  are  furprifmgly  common.     There  is 
alfo  found  here  a  very  fmall  bird  of  the 
diminutive  fize  of  a  wafp,  whofe  colours, 
conlifting  in  a  (hade  of  yellow,  mixed  with 
red  and  blue,  are  peculiarly  vivid  and  beau- 
tiful. Many  kinds  of  jnonkies,  one  of  which 
is  remarkably  large,  roe-bucks,  wild  buf- 
faloes, and  other  quadrupèdes,  abound  in 
the  woods.     I  was  told  a  great  deal  con- 
cerning the  difference  of  fize,  and  peculiar 
qualities,  of  their  ferpents  -,  but  I  confbfs  I 
O  3  faw 


19^       TRAVELS  ROUND  THE  WORLD, 

faw  none  either  fo  extremely  large,  or  fur* 
prifingly  fmall,  as  to  juflify  the  reports  of 
the  natives. 

In  thefe  favoured  ifles.  Nature  feems  to 
have  been  providently  mindful  of  the  cloath- 
ing,  as  well  as  of  the  fubfiilence  of  the  in- 
habitants. The  foot  of  a  tall  fpecies  of  the 
fig-bannan  cor.liils  in  numberlefs  folds  of 
bark,  which,  in  a  certain  period  of  putre- 
faction, are  feparable  without  art  or  dif- 
ficulty. Thefe  pieced  together  afford  them 
a  fpecieç  of  fine  linen,  harfh  indeed,  and 
difagreeable  to  the  fkin,  in  its  natural  ftate, 
but  which  they  have  learned  to  render  fuf- 
ficiently  foft  and  pliable,  by  a  preparation 
pf  lime.  Befides  ferving  them  as  the  ma- 
terials of  linen  cloth,  it  is  likewife  ufeful  to 
them  for  the  purpofes  of  cordage. 

Man,  in  fine,  is  fed,  cloathed,  and  lodged, 
in  Samar,  at  little  expence  of  toil,  either  in 
mind  or  body.  His  rivers  are  every  where 
fhaded  with  the  bamboo,  and  his  woods 
fupply  him  with  the  nipe  and  routan,  two 
fhrubs  which  are  made  to  anfwer  all  the 
purpofes  of  nails  ;  and  fuch  is  the  dexterity 
pf  the  Indians  in  uniting  the  different  pieces 

^  of 
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of  bamboo,  that  in  the  whole  conftrudion 
of  his  hut  neither  iron  or  any  other  metal 
is  to  be  found.  Two  months  induflry  in 
the  courfe  of  the  year  fuffice  to  provide 
for  the  wants  of  a  people,  whofe  innocent 
and  gentle  manners  are  to  me  the  ftrongeft 
proofs  of  the  real  happinefs  they  enjoy. 

The  deportment  of  the  men  is  eafy,  open, 
and  affable  ;  the  women  arc  gay  and  lively, 
and  pofTefs  in  fome  degree  the  flippancy  of 
the  coquette,  without,  however,  being  in- 
clined to  the  vice  of  proûitution.  The 
Indian  has  little  propenfity  to  labour,  but 
he  cannot  be  accufed  of  avoiding  it  when 
any  emergency  renders  it  expedient.  Vanity 
and  lying  are  the  only  immoralities  I  could 
difcover  among  them  ;  and,  though  I  have 
not  found  them  prone  either  to  jealoufy  or 
theft,  they  feemed,  however,  confiderably 
keen  in  their  dealings  with  Europeans.  I 
am  difpofed  to  believe  that  fenfibility  of 
mind  in  the  Indian  is  particularly  nice  and 
delicate,  having  obferved  in  the  exercife 
of  his  friendfhips  a  warmth  and  opennefs 
of  heart  which  I  have  not  difcovered  in  an 
equal  degree  in  any  other  people. 

0  4  A  falute, 
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A  falute,  the  common  token  of  love  be-i 
twixt  the  fexes,  and  of  affecftion  among  re- 
lations, is  here  preceded  by  a  gentle  afpira- 
tion  of  incenfe  on  that  part  of  the  face  to 
which  the  lips  are  meant  to  be  applied. 
The  BiiTayan  Indians  in  general  difcover  a 
natural  tafte  for  mufic,  and  a  propenfity  to 
the  mechanic  arts  -,  and  I  am  convinced 
nothing  but  want  of  experience  prevents 
their  attaining  a  very  high  degree  of  emi- 
nence in  thefe  purfuits.  The  flexibility  of 
their  nerves  and  mufcles  may,  perhaps, 
fcarcely  be  credited  ;  but  the  faâ:  is,  that 
they  handle  fmall  objecfts  with  their  feet 
with  equal  eafe  and  dexterity  as  we  do  with 
our  hands;  and  can  exert  a  force  in  pinching 
with  their  toes,  not  lefs  than  that  of  a  Eu- 
ropean when  he  pinches  with  his  fingers. 
With  the  affiftance  of  his  campilan  alone  the 
Indian  makes  his  fiddle  or  guitar,  cuts  down 
the  large  ft  tree  in  the  foreft,  and  fliapes 
and  excavates  it  into  the  form  of  a  canoe. 
At  one  time  it  is  ufed  to  carve  on  the 
bamboo  defigns  of  no  meain  efFedl,  for  the  | 

ornament  of  his  houfe  ',  at  another,  it  is 
turned  againft  thç  enemy  for  his  perfonal 

defence» 
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defence.  This,  in  fhort,  feems  to  be  the 
only  edged  tool  known,  or  at  leafl  in  ufe, 
among  the  Indians  of  Samar. 

Among  their  produ6lions  of  art,  the  In- 
dian mat  merits  particular  hotice,  which 
is  a  fpecies  of  manufacture  of  fuch  finenefs, 
that  a  piece  of  fix  feet  went  eafily  into  my 
pocket.  It  is  executed  in  various  hand- 
fome  defigns,  and  painted  with  very  lively 
and  elegant  colours,  which  they  have  the 
art  of  extracting  from  different  trees. 

Silk,  cotton,  and  the  fibres  of  the  fig- 
bannan  above-mentioned,  furniih  the  In- 
dian with  the  raw  materials  of  his  beft  ma- 
nufactures in  cloth.  He  makes  a  kind  of 
Jace,  and  embroiders  his  filk  fluffs  with 
furprifing  elegance  and  addrefs.  Each  fa- 
mily is  provided  in  a  loom,  for  its  own  do- 
meilic  purpofes.  At  fea  you  find  the  In- 
dian a  fhip's  carpenter,  fail-maker,  and 
caulker  j  on  land,  a  rope-maker  and  fhip- 
builder:  but  though  he  exercifes  occa- 
fionally  almofh  all  the  mechanic  arts  for  his 
own  amufement  or  convenience,  he  is  never 
found  to  profecute  any  one  of  them,  ex- 
clufively  of  the  reft.     I  was  informed,  but 

with 
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with  what  degree  of  certainty  I  will  not 
pretend  to  fay,  that  even  the  art  of  writing 
with  a  kind  of  pencil  on  the  leaves  of  the 
cocoa-tree,  once  exifted  in  this  ifland. 

They  have  a  cuilom,  implied  in  the  word 
majarer,  of  cracking  the  joints,  and  pinch- 
ing the  flcfh  in  different  parts  of  the  body, 
which,  as  they  conceive,  tends  to  promote 
the  free  circulation  of  the  blood  and  hu- 
mours. That  of  rubbing  the  children's 
limbs  with  oil  is  likewife  common  ;  ufages 
which,  as  they  are  not  peculiar  to  them, 
but  prevalent  over  the  whole  continent  of 
Alia,  may  be  prefumed  to  have  long  been 
found  to  have  a  falutary  effed.  In  place 
of  cupping  they  ufe  fevere  pinchings  on  the 
neck  and  fliouiders,  which  they  continue 
to  exercife  until  they  are  fatisfied  they  have 
attained  their  end.  They  let  blood  by 
means  of  incifions  made  in  the  fkin  ;  and 
as  to  phyfic,  they  are  wonderfully  verfant 
jn  the  virtues  of  many  flowers,  balms,  and 
plants,  the  ufe  and  application  of  which 
they  owe  to  nature  and  their  own  expe- 
rience alone. 

Large  breeches,  which  defcend  below  the 

calf 
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calf  of  the  leg,  a  fhirt  falli.^g  over  them  to 
the  middle  of  the  thigh,  and  a  handker- 
chief twifled  round  the  hcrid  in  the  man- 
ner of  a  tarban,  conftitut^  their  ordinary 
drefs.  On  occalïons  of  ceremony  they  ap- 
pear in  their  round  hat,  and  a  kind  of  bed- 
gown, confifting  of  filk  and  cotton.  Thick 
fhort  fingers,  and  long  nails  on  the  middle 
and  little  ones,  are  efteemed  highly  becom- 
ing, inlbmuch  that  I  have  obferved  them  on 
different  perfons  full  two  inches  in  length. 
The  women  wear  a  kind  of  apron,  which, 
after  paffing  feveral  times  round  the  waift, 
falls  down  to  the  toe  ;  and  fome  of  them  a 
petticoat  of  fo  very  fine  and  tranfparent  a 
texture,  that  a  fenfe  of  n>odefl:y  obliges 
them  to  tuck  up  a  corner  of  it  to  the  fore 
part  of  the  girdle,  whereby  one  leg  is  com- 
pletely expoied.  Their  fliift  defcends  only 
to  the  too  of  the  hip  ;  and  the  head-drefs 
differs  but  little  forn  that  of  the  men,  ex- 
cept that  they  roll  their  hair  high  on  the 
head,  io  as  iii  fome  degree  to  give  it  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  crown.  If  to  thefe  we  add  a 
gown  worn  only  on  extraordinary  occafions, 

}  have 
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I  have  mentioned  every  article  of  their  ap- 
parel. 

The  hair  of  both  fexes  is  remarkably  fine, 
particularly  that  of  the  women,  which  they 
are  accuftomed  to  comb  with  great  care, 
and  to  anoint  frequently   with  oil  of  the 
cocoa-nut,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  and  ren- 
der it  of  a  deep  black.    Their  nofe  is  fliort 
and  depreffed,  btft  the  noftrils  are  by  no 
means  dilated  like  thofe  of  the  negro  -,  nor, 
indeed,  have  I  often  obferved  an  ugly  or 
ill-favoured  woman  on  thofe  iflands.     The 
features  are  fmall,  and  not  always  regular  ; 
but  they  have  beautiful  eyes,  and  faces  un- 
.commonly  interefting  and  expreffive.  They 
ufe  pitchers  of  the  bamboo  3  and  fome  of 
them  have  a  light  fort  of  leaf-hat,  fimilar 
to  what  is  worn  by  Indians  of  the  firfl  dif- 
tinâ:ion.    One  of  the  moft  beautiful  objeds, 
in  my  opinion,  that  can  meet  the  eye  of  a 
painter,  is  a  fine  young  Indian  on  her  way 
to  fetch  water  from  the  well.     The  large 
leaf-hat,   the  delicate  arrangement  of  the 
thin  tranfparent  petticoat,  and  a  light  bam- 
boo-pitcher in   each  hand,  beflow  a  fur- 

prifing 
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prifing  grace  and  dignity  on  her  perfon.  In 
the  remote  parts  of  the  country,  and  efpe-  , 
cially  at  a  diftance  from  the  miflionaries, 
perfons  of  both  fexes  appear  almoft  naked. 

The  natives  of  Samar  have  fifh  in  plenty 
and  variety  from  their  rivers,  as  well  as 
the  fea-coafl,  the  latter  of  which  fupplies 
them  likewife  in  very  elegant  pearls  ;  and 
their  manner  of  ii filing,  from  its  lingula- 
rity,  merits  notice  : — There  is  a  certain  pea 
of  an  intoxicating  quality,  named  coco,  found 
in  the  ifland,  which  being  reduced  to  a 
powder,  is  fcattered  by  the  Indian,  at  low 
water,  all  over  the  fand.  Upon  the  return 
of  the  tide,  the  fifh  which  have  eaten  the 
bait  appear  floating  in  a  flate  of  infenfibi- 
lity  on  the  furface  of  the  water,  and  are 
picked  up  with  eafe  in  what  numbers  the 
fifherman  judges  convenient. 

The  iron- tree,  ebony,  and  dying- wood, 
grow  in  every  part  of  the  ifland  ;  and  gold- 
dufl  is  found  in  fome  quantity  in  its  more 
interior  regions  j  but  the  monks,  in  their 
concern  for  the  morals  of  the  people,  have 
been  careful  to  get  this  dangerous  branch 
of  traffic  into  their  own  hands.  The  Spa- 
niards 
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niards  themfelves  are  forbidaen  to  refide  in 
the  Indian  villages,  under  th'^.  pretext  of  pro** 
tefting  the  innoceiics  of  Lie  natives  againft 
the  corruption  of  European  manners.  The 
council  at  Manilla,  however,  has  lately  re- 
ilrained,  by  various  regulations,  the  exor- 
bitant power  aflumed  t  y  the  clergy  in  thofe 
iilands. 

It  would  require  ♦•he  elegant  genius  of  a 
Virgil  or  Theocritus,  to  make  the  reader 
conceive  the  natural  advantages  of  Samar — 
the  country,  of  all  thofe  I  have  yet  feen,  or 
that  perhaps  exifl:  in  this  planet,  the  moft 
eminently  beautiful.  How  often  have  I 
envied  the  Biflayans  (for,  except  the  na- 
tives of  Luconia,  it  is  thus  they  name  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Philippine  ifles)  the  happy 
retirement  of  this  little  infular  paradife  !  If 
in  the  province  of  Tegas  the  mind  of  the 
traveller  is  conftantly  rouzed  and  agitated 
by  objeds  of  grandeur  and  magnificence, 
in  the  illand  Samar  he  is  focthed  and  en- 
chanted with  an  elegant  and  rich  difplay  of 
fniiple  beauty.  In  the  former  the  eye 
flits  in  fucceflion  over  Nature's  ftupcndous 
works,  fiom  the  noble  but  gloomy  foreft 

to 
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to  the  widely  extended  plain,  bounded  by 
the  diftant  horizon  ;  and  thence  to  rivers 
and  lakes,  the  noife  and  vaft  furface  of 
whofe  waters  are  formed  to  imprefs  the 
mind  with  the  awful  majefly  of  the  Creator. 
In  the  latter  are  the  emanations  of  his 
goodnefs,  fprings,  fountains,  and  rivulets; 
landfcapes  elegantly  compofed  by  various 
blendings  of  woods  and  lawns,  curioufly  in- 
terfering each  other  as  they  feem  to  float 
over  the  varied  afpeâ:  of  the  foil.  Woods, 
it  is  true,  without  the  extent  and  magni- 
tude  of  the  Tegan  foreft,  but  which,  en- 
livened by  the  bloflbms  of  fpring,  or  loaded 
with  their  autumnal  fruits,,  yield  balfani 
for  the  wounds,  and  odours  for  the  refrefh- 
ment  of  the  natives.  The  wild  bee-hive 
hanging  from  the  branches  3  the  air  highly 
perfumed  with  a  very  fragrant  fpecies  of 
wild  jeffamy,  and  the  fweet  rofes  of 
China  ;  every  thing,  in  fine,  prefents  Na- 
ture in  adolefcence,  fuch  as  fhe  exifts  be- 
fore the  folly  and  caprice  of  rsan  have 
learned  to  disfigure  or  efface  her  native 
charms.. 

Here 
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Here  I  was  often  at  a  lofs  to  determine 
which  had  the  moft  claim  to  my  admira- 
tion, the  beauty  of  the  country,  or  the 
gentle  and  innocent  manners  of  the  natives. 
Having  continued  my  travels  half  round 
the  globe,  I  had  become  lefs  addidled  to 
local  and  illiberal  partialities,  and  in  fome 
meafure  fenlible  how  little  the  narrow  pre- 
judices of  education  accord  with  the  fen^ 
timents  of  an  open  and  candid  mind. 
Hence,  if  I  envied  the  BifTayan's  coun- 
try, I  was  flill  more  covetous  of  his  fociety, 
of  that  fmcerity  vifible  in  the  whole  tenour 
of  his  condud;,  and  above  all  of  that  calm 
ferenity  of  mind  but  little  exhibited  by 
the  more  poliflied  circles  in  modern  Eu- 
rope. I  furveyed  with  fatisfacftion  the 
fmallefl:  of  Nature's  works,  which  the  le- 
vity of  a  refined  imagination  has  in  no  in- 
ilance  taught  the  Biifayan  either  to  impair 
or  deflroy.  My  heart  was  enchanted  in 
my  attendance  on  their  religious  worihip, 
which  is  accompanied  with  a  very  fimple 
but  interefting  and  expreffive  fpecies  of 
mufic.     Under  thefe   and  fimilar  impfef- 

fions 
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fions,  I  became  particularly  difpofed  to  ac- 
Jknowledge  the  goodnefs  of  divine  Provi- 
dence, which  had  led  me  as  it  v/ere  by  the 
hand  through  all  my  wanderings  ;  and  my 
thoughts  being  turned  towards  religion  in 
general,  I  gave  more  attention  tiian  ufual 
to  the  conlideration  of  my  own. 

The  language  of  Chrillianity  teaches  us 
to  afcribe  to  the  Divine  Mind  an  attribute 
of  excellence  unknown  in  any  other  reli- 
gious fyftem.  In  the  New  Teftament  he  is 
reprefented  equally  tranfcending  in  meek- 
nefs,  gentlenefs,  and  humility,  as  in  power^ 
wifdom,  and  majefty  ;  and  not  lefs  great 
and  adorable  for  the  examples»  of  his  con- 
defcenfion,  than  for  that  aftonifliing  gran- 
deur difplayed  in  the  number  and  magni- 
tude of  his  works.  By  other  religions  he 
has  been  pourtrayed  as  the  object  of  awe 
and  terror  -,  by  this  he  is  revealed  in  the 
amiable  charader  of  brother  and  friend,  as 
well  as  of  law-giver  and  judge.  Qualified, 
therefore,  to  quiet  the  fears,  to  encourage 
the  hopes,  and  in  one  word  to  conftitute 
the  happinefs  of  all  v/ho  fubmit  to  its  pre- 
cepts in  the  fame  honefty  and  fimplicity 

Vol.  L  P  with 
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with  the  good  BifTayans,  the  elements  of 
the  Chriflian  fcheme  eftablifh,  in  their  uni- 
form fpirit  and  tendency,  an  unquefbionable 
claim  to  the  univerfal  behef  and  acceptance 
of  mankind. 

The  Moors,  or  Pvlahometan  Indians,  have 
little  other  employment  than  that  of  com- 
mitting depredations  on  the  Spaniards. 
At  Borneo,  and  fometimes  Batavia,  thefe 
pirates  find  a  market  for  their  prifoners  ; 
and  hence  I  faw  with  no  little  furprize,  on 
a  Dutch  fettlement,  the  free  fubjed:s  of 
Spain  reduced  to  the  wretched  condition  of 
flaves.  The  Mahometan  in  his  hoftile  pur- 
fuits  is  a(ft:uated  by  a  moft  daring  and  in- 
trepid fpirit  ;  and  as  he  is  generally  the 
Spaniard's  fuperior  in  numbers,  an  attempt 
to  board  him  always  accompanies  the  firft 
onfet.  In  order  to  clear  the  deck  of  his  an- 
tagonift,  the  Moor  begins  the  battle  by 
pouring  a  fliower  of  zigays,  or  fmall  darts, 
upon  the  heads  of  the  enemy,  and  inftantly 
fprings  on  board  with  his  campilan  or 
fword  in  hand.  Thefe  barbarians  are  but 
little  acquainted  with  the  ufe  of  fire-arms, 
and  have  only  a  few  cannon,  which  have 

accidentally 
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riCcidentally  fallen  into  their  hands  in  ths 
courfe  of  their  wars  with  Europeans.     In 
this  refpe(fl  they  are  widely  different  from 
their  brethren  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Dutch  fettlements,   who  have   eftablifhed 
a  rude  manufacture  of  mufkets  on  feveral 
of  their  iflands,  and  are  in  general  greatly 
before  them  in  improvement.    I  was  much 
pleafed  in  obferving,  as  often  as  it  was  in 
my   power,     the    infant    induflry    of  this 
archipelago,    whofe    inhabitants   are    only 
emerging  from  a  total  ignorance  of  the  arts, 
by  means  of  the  information  they  derive 
from  Europeans  and  Chinefe.     The  veffel 
employed    by    the    Mahometans    in   their 
cruifes    againft    the    Spaniards    is    named 
bouanga,  and   is   probably  the    fame    with 
the  -proa  of  Commodore  Anfon,  which  he 
faw  in  the  Marian  iiles,  and  which  is  par- 
ticularly defcribed  in  his  voyage.     Conjec- 
turing from  the  velocity  with  which  it  was 
feen  to  crofs  the  horizon,  he  could  not  fup- 
pofe  the  rate  of  the  bouanga  or  proa's  fail- 
ing to  be  lefs  than  feven  or  eight  leagues 
an  hour. 

The  Chinefe  in  their  commercial  pur- 
P  2  fuits 
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fuits  were  ufed  to  vifit,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
fine  feafon,  the  principal  iflands  of  this 
archipelago  -,  but  the  Europeans  having 
been  long  at  war  with  the  natives,  the 
necefTity  of  being  in  a  flate  of  preparation 
has  corrupted  the  charader  of  the  Indians, 
and  taught  them  to  prefer  a  kind  of  piratical 
jnduflry  to  the  exercife  of  fair  trade.  The 
Moors  are  attached  to  the  fervice  of  cer^ 
tain  chiefs,  who  pay  tribute  to  Holo,  Borneo, 
or  fome  other  confiderable  iflands  ;  and 
many  of  them  have  their  refidence  and  pof- 
feffions  in  the  iflands  of  a  fmall  archipelago, 
which  occupies  a  fpace  laid  down  on  the 
maps  as  unknown,  fituated  between  Borneo, 
Holo,  the  Molucca,  and  New  Philippine 
ifles.  According  to  the  bell  information 
I  was  able  to  obtain  in  the  Philippine  ifles 
and  at  Batavia,  thefe  iflanders  have  a  ftrik- 
ing  refemblance  to  the  people  of  Otaheite, 
as  defcribed  by  Monlieur  Bougainville,  and 
indeed  to  the  natives  in  general  of  thofe 
more  fouthern  regions. 

The  inhabitants  of  all  the  iflands  above 
mentioned  having  in  their  manners,  cuf- 
toms,  language,  and  features,  much  more 

analogy 
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analogy  to  one  another  than  to  the  people 
of  the  continent,  I  think  it  natural  to 
infer,  that  their  intercourfe  with  the  Allatics 
is  comparatively  of  a  recent  date,  and  that 
their  firft  emigration  from  the  old  world 
muft  have  happened  at  a  very  ancient  pe- 
riod ;  and  hence  it  is  that  the  race  of  men 
in  thofe  regions  of  the  globe,  their  lan- 
guage, manners,  and  ufages,  have  acquired 
fo  peculiar  a  caft.  They  fpeak  in  foft 
tones  of  voice  ;  and  I  was  told  the  Biffayan 
language  in  general  is  fmooth  and  modu- 
feted.  Like  the  favages  of  New  Spain^ 
however,  they  frequently  utter  guttural 
founds,  by  prefling  the  tongue  againft  the 
palate.  Vowels  in  their  origin  feem  to  be 
the  fimple  cries  of  animal  nature  -,  and  for 
this  reafon  the  language  of  a  folitary  favage 
confifls  in  the  mere  emiffion  of  inarticulate 
founds,  a  faculty  in  common  to  man  with 
the  greateft  part  of  other  animals.  Confo- 
nants  are  conventional,  and  like  the  flops  of 
a  mufical  inftrument  mark  the  diil:ind:ion 
or  articulation  of  found,  and  are  of  ^fubfe- 
quent  and  curious  invention.  Their  num- 
ber inçreafes  with  the  progrefs  and  im- 
P  3  provements 
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provements  of  fociety;  and  that  language 
in  which  mutes  and  vocal  founds  come  to 
be  moft  happily  combined,  will  be  deemed 
the  mofk  agreeable  vehicle  of  our  ideas. 
I  conceive  this  to  be  the  reafon  why  the 
languages  of  all  barbarous  tribes  contain 
many  mere  inarticulate  founds  than  that  of 
any  even  partially  civilized  nation  with 
which  I  am  acquainted.  I  fairly  own,  how- 
ever, that  my  knowledge  of  the  Bifiayan 
language  is  but  imperfeâ;,  having  fpent  too 
little  time  in  thefe  iflands  to  be  able  to  fpeak 
it  with  great  fluency.  -<^ 
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CHAP.      X. 

Voyage  from  Samar  to  the  IJland  of  Luco- 
nia  ;  and  my  Abode  in  the  City  of  Ma^ 
nilla, 

THOUGH  we  had  been  favoured 
with  many  intervals  of  iine  weather, 
the  wefterly  winds  continued  to  blow  till 
the  end  of  September,  but  then  the  wind 
fhifting  to  the  N.  N,  E.  we  began  to  pre- 
pare for  our  departure  ;  and  on  the  7th  of 
October,  every  thing  being  on  board,  we 
failed  with  an  easterly  wind  for  Manilla. 
We  fleered  W.  N.  W.  in  order  to  enter 
the  Philippine  Archipelago  ;  but  towards 
evening  we  were  obliged  to  fhorten  fail, 
being  deterred  by  the  violence  of  the  cur- 
rent from  attempting  the  paflage  of  San 
Bernardino  during  the  night.  Next  day 
we  pafTed  the  ftreights,  leaving  the  little 
iile  San  Bernardino  in  the  middle  of  a  paf- 
fo-ge  about  three  leagues  in  breadth,  formed 

P  4  by 
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by  the  illand  Luconia  and  a  number  of 
fmaller  ones  contiguous  to  Samar.  Here 
the  fea  has  a  mofl  rapid  current,  attended 
with  whirlpools,  which  retarded  our  pro- 
grefs  ;  but  the  direâ:ion  of  the  ftream  be- 
ing generally  in  our  favour,  and  the  wind 
increafing,  we  foon  pafled  the  ifland  Capul, 
and  the  Narangean  ifles.  I  faw  the  ifland 
San  Hyacyntho,  or  Ticao,  where  the  gal- 
leon takes  in  water  and  provifions  before 
her  final  departure  for  Acapulco.  After 
San  Hyacyntho,  continuing  to  coafl  the 
mainland,  we  palled  in  view  of  Mafbate 
and  Burias,  and  entered  a  kind  of  bafon 
twenty  leagues  in  extent.  We  left  Ma- 
rindouque  on  the  larboard,  and  fleering  into 
a  fécond  bafon,  we  came  in  view  of  an  Eu- 
ropean veffel,  but  as  ihe  had  a  great  deal  of 
wood  upon  deck,  and  carried  little  fail,  wc 
were  unable  to  afcertain  to  what  country 
ihe  belonged  -,  confidering  that  thefe  feas 
are  but  rarely  frequented  by  European  mer- 
chantmen, we  gave  her  chafe.  She  proved 
to  be  the  San  Carlos,  a  Manilla  galleon, 
v/hich,  in  her  paflage  to  Acapulco,  had  met 
with  a  fevere  gale  of  wind  north  of  the 

Marian 
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Marian  illes,  and  after  rolling  away  her 
main  and  mizen  mails,  was  on  her  way 
back  to  be  repaired. 

Purfuing  the  fame  direâion,  we  dif- 
covered  Mount  Calapan,  in  the  ifland 
Mindoro,  which  we  foon  left  to  the  fouth. 
This  ifland  and  the  mainland  form  a  canal, 
in  paffing  through  which  a  frefli  wind 
fpringing  up  we  made  good  way,  and  at 
length  defcried  the  mountains  of  Mari- 
beiles,  fituated  S.W.  from  the  bay  of  Ma- 
nilla. Two  pafîages  lead  into  the  bay; 
the  firft,  though  wider  than  the  other,  is 
more  difficult,  on  account  of  the  bank  of 
Saint  Nicolas  ;  and  therefore  we  proceeded 
diredly  towards  the  one  more  remote. 
They  are  formed  by  the  ifland  Corregidor, 
and  on  the  flde  of  the  fea  by  a  number  of 
fmall  iflands,  and  a  clufler  of  rocks  named 
Cavallo  Puercas.  The  wind  blowing  frefli 
at  E.  and  E.  N.  E.  we  anchored  off  Cor- 
regidor till  next  morning  in  fifteen  fathoms 
water,  with  a  bottom  of  fand  ;  and  on  the 
15th  of  Odlober  we  dropped  anchor  in  the 
Port  Cavité,  fituated  N.  E.  from  the  Bay 
of  Manilla,     Cavité  is  the  harbour  chiefly 

frequented 
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frequented  by  the  king's  fliips  while  in  the 
philippine  iîles.  The  fhallow  water  of  the 
,  river,  it  being  only  twelve  or  fifteen  feet 
at  flood,  obliges  large  vefTels  to  lie  here, 
though  at  two  leagues  diftance  from  Ma- 
nilla. As  high  as  the  city  the  tide  feldom 
rifes  above  fix  feet.  The  harbour  is  form- 
ed by  a  tongue  of  land,  v/hich  flielters  it 
from  the  S.  W.  and  N.  W.  winds,  the  moft 
formidable  to  navigation  in  thofe  feas  ;  and 
as  it  is  a  bold  fliore,  the  fliips  rhoor  clofe  in, 
in  perfedl  fafety.  On  the  point  of  this 
tongue  of  land  flands  an  arfenal,  which  is 
defended  by  excellent  batteries,  is  of  great 
extent,  and  well  provided  in  dock-yards 
and  naval  flores.  The  arfenal  towards  Ma- 
nilla is  prote(5ted  by  a  fort  erected  on  the 
fame  tongue  of  land  ;  and  the  whole  is  co- 
vered with  very  llrong  walls  on  the  fide 
of  the  fea.  The  town  at  the  port  of  Ca- 
vité is  named  Saint  Roch,  and  peopled  with 
Indians,  who  make  excellent  failors,  as  well 
as  workmen  for  the  arfenal. 

I  was  extremely  fatisfied  to  find  myfelf 
in  a  city  whofe  contiguity  to  the  European 
fçttlements   in    the   eaft  has    confiderably 

I  çorred;ed 
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correded  the  harlh  fpirit  of  national  pre^- 
judice  in  the  Spaniards;  prejudices  which 
on  various  occafions,  during  my  refidence 
in   New  Spain,  as  wqU  as  on  my  pallage 
from  Acapulco  to  the   Philippine  ifles,  I 
own  difconcerted  me  not  a  Httle.   From  the 
Dominicans,  who  often   fend  miflionaries 
hence  to  China,!  expeded  (but  I  am  forry 
I  muft  add  in  vain)  fuch  documents  and 
ânflruâ:ions  to  their  friends  in  that  empire, 
as  might   facihtate  my   intended   expedi- 
tion to  Tartary.      The  inveterate  averlion 
of  that  people  to  admit  ftrangers  into  the 
interior   parts   of  their  countiy,  rendered 
this  the  only  expedient  from  which  I  could 
hope  for   fuccefsj  but  finding  my  views 
difappointed  in  this  part  of  my  plan,  by  the 
indifférence,  perhaps  policy,  of  the  Domi- 
nican miflionaries,  I  refolved  to   continue 
my  travels  round  the  globe  by  the  way  of 
India. 

As  I  never  loft  fight  of  one  great  objed:, 
the  fjudy  of  fimple  and  uncultivated  man, 
Jn  whatever  part  of  the  world  I  might 
find  him,  the  circumflances,  of  my  refi- 
^ence  at  Manilla  were  happily  chofen.     I 

was^ 
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was  lodged  on  the  edge  of  the  river,  whofc 
gentle  ftream  glided  filently  under  my  win- 
dows, between  rows  of  the  mangoe,  man^ 
goiifiarii  and  Chinefe  orange-trees,  and  only 
one  mile  diftant  from  Manilla,  a  fpace  in- 
tirely  covered  with  huts,  gardens,  and  coun- 
try feats.  The  road  leading  to  the  city  by 
land  paiTes  through  five  villages,  which 
may  be  confidered  as  the  fuburbs  of  Ma- 
nilla, and  prefents  a  profped  chiefly  con- 
lifting  in  rice-grounds,  equally  beautiful. 
About  a  hundred  paces  from  my  door  ftands 
an  eminence  Hoping  gently  into  a  plain, 
which  affords  a  common  of  paflure  to  all 
the  cattle  in  the  neighbourhood.  It  being 
the  cuftom  of  the  inhabitants  to  travel  as 
well  as  to  tranfport  their  goods  by  water, 
numbers  of  boats  and  canoes,  employed  in 
conveying  the  produce  of  the  fields  and 
gardens  to  market,  were  inceflantly  pafling 
under  my  eye  -,  and,  indeed,  no  ftreet  of  any 
city  can  pre  fen  t  a  more  gay  or  crouded 
profped  than  the  river  of  Manilla.  My 
hoft  had  taken  advantage  of  the  gentlenefs 
of  the  current,  and  built  one  half  of  his 
houfe  within  the  verge  of  the  water,  while 
2  fom* 
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fome  of  his  neighbour  Indians  had  eredted 
theirs  on  feeble  pillars  of  the  bamboo,  from 
two  to  four  yards  in  the  channel,  a  circuin- 
jflance  which  contributes  to  render  their  ha- 
bitations eminently  clean  and  wholefome. 
The  ilile  of  building  is  nearly  the  fame 
with  that  in  the  Biflayan  iflands.  The 
houfes  of  the  Spaniards  are  of  ftone,  fpa- 
cious,  and  in  a  tafle  intirely  different  from, 
that  of  the  Indian  cottage  -,  inftead  of  glafs- 
panes  for  their  windows,  they  ufe  a  kind 
of  tranfparent  fhell,  limilar  to  mother-of- 
pearl,  which  admits  light  in  fufficient  quan- 
tity to  anfwer  eveiy  ufeful  purpofe. 

On  the  ifland  Luconia  my  time  was  de- 
voted as  ufual  to  the  company  and  conver- 
fation  of  the  natives.  I  lodged,  boarded, 
and  llept,  juft  as  they  did,  which  I  efteem 
the  only  method  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  real  charader  and  difpolition  of 
the  people.  Though  the  Indians  hers 
feem  to  have  the  fame  good  qualities  of 
the  heart  with  the.  inhabitants  of  the  other 
iflands,  they  are  not  equally  free  from  a 
certain  tihdure  of  whim  and  caprice.  The 
natural  turn  of  their  mind  is  gay,  lively, 

and 
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and  adroit;  but  fuch  as  inhabit  the  more 
northern  parts  of  the  ifland  are  extremely 
coarfe  and  ruftic,  both  in  their  perfons  and 
manners.  From  the  natural  richnefs  of  the 
foil  the  natives  feem  to  have  imbibed  a 
kind  of  vanity,  which,  joined  to  the  uni- 
verfal  practice  of  mutual  charity  and  bene- 
ficence, makes  them  averfe  to  any  laborious 
occupation.  The  expence  of  maintenance 
is  an  objeâ;  beneath  their  notice  ;  and 
hence  ftrangers  from  the  diilant  villages  of 
their  own  tribe  often  make  vifits  of  three 
or  four  months  at  their  houfeSé  This  na- 
tional hofpitality  is  exercifed  in  a  more 
eminent  degree  in  favour  of  their  own  im^- 
mediate  connedions  j  and  therefore  an  In- 
dian frequently  entertains  the  '  whole  fa- 
mily of  a  poor  relation  as  long  as  they  are 
difpofcd  to  continue  under  his  roof.  The 
members  of  a  family  feldom  feparating  upon 
the  marriage  of  the  younger  branches,  four 
or  ilve  different  heads,  with  their  refpec- 
tive  children,  often  live  together  in  the 
fame  hut.  I  have  frequently  admired  this 
little  community  afl'embled  in  good-hu- 
mour, and  fitting  down  together,  without 

one 
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one  grain  of  envy  or  jealoufy,  to  partake 
their  meal  out  of  the  fame  difli.  It  might 
be  fuppofed  that  families  thus  conftituted 
would  require  many  different  apartments. 
This,  however,  is  not  the  cafe:  every  indi- 
vidual, flrangers  themfelves  not  excepted, 
lleep  on  a  mat  which  is  fpread  on  the 
ground  in  the  fame  apartment;  and  yet 
it  rarely  happens  that  any  adt  of  im- 
propriety is  known  to  take  place  betwixt 
the  fexes.  I  have  fometimes  found,  when 
I  awaked  in  the  morning,  that  I  had  bor- 
rowed the  half  of  a  fine  young  Indian's 
mat,  who  was  fail  afleep  by  my  fide,  with- 
out giving  offence  to  her,  or  promoting 
fcandal  in  the  family.  I  underftand  the 
fame  habits  of  doineftic  life  obtain  in  many 
countries  remote  from  this  ifland,  without 
being  attended  with  any  inconvenience  to 
good  morals.  Indeed,  the  very  exiftence  of 
this  perilous  cuftom  is  a  proof,  in  my  judg- 
ment, of  eminent  purity  as  well  as  fim- 
plicity  of  manners  in  the  people  among 
whom  it  prevails. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  during  the  whole 
time  I  fpent  on  the  iiland  Luconia,  I  never 

met 
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met  with  a  fingle  inftance  of  wrangling  be- 
tween hufband  and  wife,  a  circumftance  that 
is  but  too  common  in  the  moft  civilized  na- 
tions of  Europe.  The  manners  of  even  the 
richefl  Spaniards  have  been  improved  by  the 
exemplary  lives  of  the  natives  ;  and  hence 
there  is  fcarce  one  family  of  condition  at 
Manilla,  which  has  not  two  or  three  ere- 
anfas,  or  poor  orphans,  in  the  houfe,  fed, 
cloathed,  and  lodged,  in  all  refpeds,  like 
their  own  children.  It  is  conceived  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  patron,  as  foon  as  their 
orphans  arrive  at  the  age  of  puberty,  to  get 
the  females  married,  and  the  males  into 
fuch  employments  as  are  fuited  to  their 
refped:ive  geniufes  and  capacities.  I  have 
feen,  among  the  objeds  of  this  domeftic 
charity,  women  who  had  been  portioned 
from  the  bounty  of  their  benefactors  to 
the  amount  of  five  or  fix  thoufand  piaftres. 
At  Manilla  there  are  likewife  public  foun- 
dations or  convents,  into  v^^hich  poor  girls 
are  admitted  ;  who  after  being  properly 
reared  and  educated,  are  difmifiîed  with  a 
competent  portion. 

.   The  children  of  the  natives,  to  the  age  of 

ten 
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ten  or  twelve  years,  uiually  run  about  in 
their  fliirts,  without  any  other  covering 
whatever.  I  think  this  improper  even 
in  boys  ;  and  to  permit  girls  of  the  fame 
age,  in  a  warm  climate,  to  appear  conftantly 
with  fo  flender  a  covering,  borders  upon 
indecency,  and  feems  to  imply  a  culpable 
negligence  in  the  parents.  I  am  of  opi- 
nion, however,  that  in  young  people  naked- 
nefs  is  not  perceived  to  be  the  caufe  of 
fhame  until  the  pafTion  of  fex  begins  to  be 
excited  by  the  prefence  of  a  particular  per- 
fon.  This  idea  was  firfl  fuggefted  to  my 
mind  by  the  tv/o  following  incidents. 

I  had  walked  one  day  into  a  wood  about 
a  league's  diftance  from  Manilla,  where,  hap- 
pening to  meet  with  an  Indian  cottage, 
I  found  a  girl  of  ten  or  twelve  years 
of  age  before  the  door,  fitting  on  her 
hams.  She  rofe  the  inftant  flie  faw  me, 
and  was  at  fome  pains  to  replace  her  fliift, 
which  fhe  had  gathered  up  to  her  arms. 
Still,  however,  {he  remained  completely 
expofed  where  modefly  is  ever  moil  anxious 
to  draw  her  veil;  but  her  Ihoulders  being 
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now  covered,  fhe  feemed  fatisfied  that  alt 
was  well,  and  in  a  moment  every  fymptom 
of  embarralTment  vanillied. 

I  had  occafion  to  obferve  for  feveral  days 
the  fon  of  my  hoft,  aged  eleven  years,  and 
the  daughter  of  a  neighbour  Indian,  about 
ten,  who  began  in  their  childilh  fports  ta 
betray  a  certain  uneafinefs.  They  were 
mutually  fond  of  each  other,  mingled  lit- 
tle with  their  companions,  and  every  kind 
of  play  but  their  own  was  evidently  tire- 
fome  and  infipid;  into  which,  without  de- 
iign  or  confcioufnefs  in  them,  fomething 
myfterious  feemed  to  be  infufed.  They 
were  clothed  only  in  their  fhirts  ;  but  I 
could  obferve,  that  when  the  heart  felt  a 
particular  emotion,  they  inftinc^ively  drew 
it  over  that  part,  which,  on  ordinary  occa- 
lions,  and  in  the  prefence  of  indifferent  per- 
fons,  they  feemed  wholly  unmindful. 

My  hoflcfs,  who  had  entered  the  matri- 
monial career  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  had 
gone  in  the  raiment  of  nature  till  only  the 
year  preceding  her  marriage.  Savages,  ex- 
cept in  cold  climates,  the  Indians  of  the 

Philippine 
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t^hilippine  ifles,  the  natives  in  many  parts 
of  India,  and  the  Arabs,  generally  go  na- 
ked, or  at  leaft  with  but  a  flight  covering 
round  the  loins,  without  being  confcious 
of  the  fmallefl  impropriety  in  their  appear- 
ance. The  tawny  colour  o£  the  fl^in,  like 
a  thin  mantle,  iliades  their  perfons  ;  but, 
what  is  of  more  confcquence,  they  are  ufed 
to  view  with  indifference,  or  in  the  modelly 
of  nature,  that  part  of  the  human  frame 
to  which,  in  refined  ages,  the  unbridled 
and  inflamed  imagination  of  man  attaches 
ideas  of  intemperate  and  criminal  fenfuality* 
In  civilized  fociety  we  often  meet  with  an 
afFedation  of  modefty,  which  almofl  in- 
variably betrays  a  latent  corruption  of  mo- 
rals; whereas  the  thoughtlefs  indifference 
of  the  Indian  or  favage,  as  to  his  out- 
ward appearance,  is,  in  my  eftimation,  a 
ftrong  proof  of  the  purity  and  innocence 
of  his  mind. 

The  city  of  Manilla  is  of  very  confidera- 
ble  extent*  The  flreets  are  handfome,  and 
built  in  a  good  ftile,  and  the  houfes  better 
and  more  convenient  than  may  be  difcover- 
ed  at  firfl:  fight  by  a  ftranger.     The  inha- 
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bitants  of  the  firll  diftindtion  are  rich,  and 
thofe  of  the  inferior  orders  are  generally  in 
eafy  circumflances.    Here  the  tafle  for  ex- 
pence,    luxuiy,   and  debauchery,   is   much 
lefs  than   that  which,   as   I  have  already 
remarked,  prevails  at  Mexico.     Every  ob- 
jedl  around  me  feems  to  have  affumed  the 
air  of  the  gay,  fimpie,  and  ingenuous  In^ 
dian  ;  infomuch,  that  even  the  haughty  and 
arrogant  temper  of  the  Spaniard  appears  in 
fome  meafure  to  have  been  fubdued  by  the 
mild  example  of  his  more  amiable  neighbour. 
The  river  flows  under  the  city-v\^alls,  is 
the  harbour  for  merchant  fhips,  and  fepa- 
rates  Manilla  from  the  town  of  Saint  Croix, 
Saint  Croix  is   in   part  equally  well-built 
with  the  capital,  is  populous  in  Indians  and 
Spaniards,  and  furrounded  by  three  villages 
of  the  natives,  which  may  be  regarded  as 
fuburbs.     At  a  fhort  diftance,  on  the  op* 
pofite  bank  of  the  river,  but  on  the  fame 
fide  with  Manilla,  are  feveral  confiderable 
towns,  alfo  belonging  to  the  natives.     Few 
inerchants,   and  flill  fewer  mechanics,  re- 
fide  within  the  walls  of  Manilla.      The 
great  feat  of  their  manufactures,  as  well  as 

the 
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the  place  of  fale  for  all  manner  of  mer- 
chandize, is  a  town  named  Parian,  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  river,  which  is  pretty  re- 
gularly built,  and  inhabited  chiefly  by 
Chinefe.  The  Chinefe,  who  in  former 
times  ufed  to  come  only  once  a  year  from 
Canton  or  Quemoy,  found  means,  under 
the  pretext  of  embracing  Chriftianity,  but 
in  faâ:,  in  order  to  inlinuate  themfelves  into 
the  trade  of  the  country,  to  leave  a  few  of 
their  companions  in  the  iiland.  From  this 
breed  their  population  has  ever  fin  ce  been 
increafmg  ;  and  at  prefent  they  amount  to 
more  than  twenty  thoufand,  who,  after 
engroffing  the  whole  manufad:ures,  and 
the  principal  part  of  the  Manilla  trade, 
begin  to  turn  their  attention  to  agricul- 
ture. They  are  extremely  fupple  and  de- 
figning  in  bufinefs,  artful  and  infmuating 
in  their  addrefs,  and,  under  the  mafic  of 
a  fmooth  fmiling  countenance,  ever  on  the 
watch  to  take  all  poflible  advantage  of  the 
credulous  cuflomer.  But  they  are  fober, 
induflrious,  affable,  and  lively.  In  their 
perfons  they  are  well-proportioned;  and 
the  expreffion  of  the  face,  which  is  by  no 
Q_3  meaiw 
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means  engaging  at  firft  view,  after  a  little  ac-n 
quaintance  becomes  fomewhat  interefcing.  I 
imagined  I  could  difcover  a  kind  of  analo- 
gy between  the  Chinefe  countenance  and 
that  of  the  Indians  of  the  Philippine  ifles. 
The  bones,  however,  of  the  face,  eyes, 
and  the  bulk  of  the  features,  taken  fepa- 
rately,  are  different,  and  much  more  come- 
ly in  the  latter  than  in  the  former;  but 
there  is  a  confiderable  refemblance  in  the 
nofe,  and  general  effed;  of  the  whole. 

Among  the  inhabitants  of  Manilla  are 
Armenian  merchants,  Malays,  natives  of 
the  Malabar  coaff  and  the  kingdom  of  Siam, 
befides  a  few  Japanefe,  who  having  been 
accidentally  thrown  on  thefe  coafts,  have 
chofen  to  fettle  on  the  ifland.  It  is  a  law 
of  the  emperor  of  Japan,  that  none  of  his 
fubjedls,  under  pain  of  death,  (hall  fail  out 
of  fight  of  land  :  hence  fuch  as  happen  to 
be  forced  by  the  violence  of  wind  and 
weather  to  a  different  fhore  renounce  eve- 
ry idea  of  ever  returning  to  their  native 
country.  V/ith  an  extreme  deference  for 
their  fuperiors,  they  are  fober,  brave,  and 
pofTeffed  of  a  good  underftanding.    In  their 
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deportment  they  are  grave  and  fedate;  har- 
dy and  robuft  in  their  perfons  ;  but  though 
formed  by  nature  to  endure  the  fevereft  toil, 
they  feem  difpofed  to  fubmit  to  it  as  Httle  as 
poffible.  Thefe  obfervations,  however,  be- 
ing colleéled  in  the  courfe  of  a  very  fliort 
acquaintance  with  only  a  few  of  their 
countrymen,  when  applied  to  their  na- 
tional charaéter  mufi;  be  received  as  conjec- 
ture, rather  than  as  certain  information  af- 
certained  by  long  experience. 

I  was  told  by  thefe  natives  of  Japan, 
that  the  only  open  trade  they  carry  on  is 
with  the  Chinefe  ;  and  even  this  is  fubjed;- 
ed  to  numberlefs  fevere  reftricflions.  The 
rigorous  terms  on  which  the  Japanefe 
admit  Hollanders  into  their  ports  are  ge- 
nerally known.  As  foon  as  a  Dutch  veflel 
enters  the  harbour,  fhe  is  configned  to  a 
Japanefe  magiftrate,  as  a  pledge  of  the 
company's  good  behaviour  on  fliore  ;  and 
in  the  mean  time  the  bufinefs  of  her  voy- 
age is  tranfaded  by  European  agents,  in 
a  place  completely  walled  in,  and  fecluded 
from  the  public.  Some  time  fmce  the 
Manillans  fent  deputies  and  prefents  to 
0^4  J^pan, 
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Japan,  with  overtures  of  friendfliip,  and 
an  offer  of  entering  into  fiich  a  treaty  of 
commerce  as  might  be  deemed  beneficial 
to  both  parties.  The  Japanefe  received 
the  deputies  with  much  refped:,  accepted 
their  prefents,  and  made  them  others  in 
return,  of  much  higher  value;  but  pofi- 
tively  decUned  to  negociate,  on  any  terms 
whatever,  either  a  commercial  or  political 
alliance  between  the  two  countries.  Much 
about  the  fame  period,  and  for  a  fimilar 
purpofe,  the  council  of  Manilla  difpatched 
an  embaify  to  Peking  where,  being  receiv- 
ed in  the  charadier  of  Indians,  they  ob- 
tained a  free  trade  over  the  whole  mari- 
time bounds  of  the  empire,  a  trade  which 
is  feebly  condudied  in  the  hands  of  the 
Spaniards  3  but  v/hich,  as  it  is  a  voyage 
of  little  more  than  a  hundred  leagues  from 
Luconia  to  the  Chinefe  coaft,  is  capable  of 
being  greatly  extended. 

Articles  of  beautiful  workmanfhip  in 
gold,  and  a  fpecies  of  metal  named  tombac, 
v/hich  is  efteemed  one  third  more  precious 
than  the  former,  are  executed  by  the  ar« 
Itifls  of  Manilla;  and  the  gold  chains  made 
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by  their  women  vie  in  beauty  with  the 
moil  elegant  I  have  ever  feen  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world. 

In  the  dependencies  of  the  Philippine 
ifles  are  numbers  of  birds-nefls,  which  are 
efteemed  very  falutary  and  delicate  eating. 
They  have  excellent  mangoes  ;  and  the 
fago  of  Luconia,  a  fpecies  of  gum  which 
diftils  from  the  lopped  boughs  of  a  certain 
tree,  is  faid  to  be  extremely  beneficial  to 
the  ftomach. 

In  various  parts  of  this  ifland  is  found  a 
race  of  men  who,  in  their  features  and 
complexion,  have  a  ftriking  refemblance 
to  the  negro.  They  are  conftantly  dif- 
covered  wandering  through  the  woods,  of 
a  very  diminutive  flature,  and  of  uncom- 
monly mild  and  gentle  difpolitions.  No 
account  is  given  of  their  origin,  nor  by 
what  means  this  dwarfifli  race  came  to  be 
fettled  in  the  illand.  There  are  alfo  fe- 
veral  hordes  of  roving  Indians,  who  have 
never  yet  embraced  Chriftianity,  and  who 
are  ftill  too  barbarous  to  be  incorporated 
in  villages. 

The  inhabitajits  of  the  fea-coafl,  as  m 

the 
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the  ifland  of  Samar,  were  formerly  Maho- 
metans, and  governed  by  chiefs  named 
Datous,  who,  while  they  exercifed  fove- 
reign  authority  over  their  vaffals,  owed 
allegiance  and  tribute  in  their  turn  to  cer- 
tain neighbouring  princes.  Some  of  thofe 
chiefs  flill  exift  in  the  Biffayan  iiles,  but 
retain  no  other  memorial  of  their  ancient 
greatnefs  than  the  privilege  of  coUedîng  a 
revenue,  from  themfelves  as  well  as  their 
valTals,  to  the  crown  of  Spain.  It  is,  how- 
ever, very  light,  and  exadted  in  the  fame 
fpirit  of  moderation  as  is  exercifed  in  New 
Spain.  A  few  of  thefe  Datous  are  found 
likewife  in  the  ifland  Luconia,  but  without 
^  fhadow  of  confequence  or  authority.  I 
knew  a  woman  at  Manilla,  Indian  and  Chi- 
nefe  by  extradion,  who  had  a  brother  of 
the  half-blood  defcended  from  one  of  thofe 
ancient  chieftains.  He  had  long  enter- 
tained hopes  of  obtaining  certain  exemp-» 
tions  contained  in  a  late  edid:  of  Spain, 
in  favour  of  his  birth;  but  the  gover- 
nor, under  various  pretences,  contrived 
to  elude  his  claim;  and  he  died  foon  after 
of  want  and  a  broken  heart. 

Here 
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Here  too  I  faw  an  officer  in  very  mean 
and  indigent  circumftances,  who  inherited 
not  only  the  name,  but  the  royal  blood  of 
the  Montezumas,  the  hereditary  emperors 
of  Mexico.  The  lineal  defcendants  of  this 
jlluftrious  race  of  princes  have  only  a  fmall 
annual  penfion  of  five  thoufand  piaftres, 
with  the  vain  privilege  of  being  efcorted 
in  their  carriage  by  a  body  guard.  Pre- 
cluded, however,  by  poverty  from  exer- 
cifing  thefe  empty  honours,  they  are  con- 
tented to  have  their  guards,  with  the  arms 
of  the  empire,  which  they  are  likewife  en- 
titled to  bear,  engraved  on  their  feals.  An 
anxious  policy,  not  perhaps  of  the  Spanilh 
pation  in  general,  but  rather,  I  fufped:,  of 
certain  individuals  at  Manilla,  has  been  too 
fuccefsful  in  rendering  thefe  unfortunate 
men  extremely  odious  to  the  Indians — a 
policy,  however,  which  is  neither  unnatu- 
ral nor  wholly  to  be  condemned,  were  it 
exercifed  with  moderation.  Upon  the  arrival 
of  an  Englifli  fquadron  at  Manilla,  many 
of  the  Indians  ran  with  open  arms  to  re- 
ceive them  3  but  the  giddinefs  of  thefe  in- 
fatuated men   was  chailifed  with  infinite 

feverity. 
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feverity,  infomuch  that  the  defolation  of 
almoft  a  whole  province  could  fcarce  atone 
for  their  temerity.  The  Sangiayes  or  Chi- 
nefe,  though,  it  muft  be  allowed,  vvdth  lefs 
reafon,  fell  into  the  fame  fnare,  and  were 
punhhed,  if  poffible,  with  lliiil  more  unre- 
lenting cruelty.  Hunted,  like  the  wild 
beafts  of  the  defert,  in  every  corner  of  the 
country,  thofe  whom  their  enemies  could  not 
apprehend  were  fhot  in  the  purfuit  ;  while 
the  miferable  Sangiayes  who  happened  to 
fall  into  their  hands  were  difpatched  at  the 
mouth  of  a  cannon.  In  fliort,  this  would 
have  been  the  aera  of  their  final  extincftion 
in  the  iiland,  had  it  been  in  the  power  of 
the  Spaniards  to  lay  their  hands  upon  a  few 
who  fortunately  found  refuge  in  the  Eng- 
lilh  camp. 

From  every  thing  I  was  able  to  learn, 
during  the  fx  months  I  palTed  in  Luconia 
and  the  BifTayan  illes,  as  w^ell  as  from  what 
I  myfelf  had  occafion  to  obferve  relative 
to  the  foil,  climate,  and  charader  of  the 
natives,  I  am  led  to  entertain  a  very  high 
idea  of  the  advantages  that  might  be  de- 
rived from  the  commerce  of  thefe  iilands. 

They 
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They  produce  rice,  corn,   and  vegetables, 
in  great  variety  and  abundance,  the  expor- 
tation of  which  to  different  parts  of  India 
would   return  ample  profits  to    the  mer- 
chant.    The  Dutch  at  Batavia  have  not  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  rice  and  corn  for  their 
own  confumption  ;  while  the  peninfula  of 
the  Carnatic  is  obliged  to  import,  at  a  great 
expence,  corn  and  vegetables  from  Surat, 
The  fugars  raifed  in  the  provinces  conti- 
guous to  Manilla,  whofc  cultivation  might 
be  greatly  extended,  would,  if  exported  to 
India,  divide  the  profits  of  a  very  lucrative 
trade,  at  prefent  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the 
Englifh  and  Dutch.     That  the  advantages 
of  this  trade  are  very  confiderable,  is  evi- 
dent  from   the    condu6l   of  the   Englifli, 
who  find  their  account  in  fmuggling  fu- 
gars into  the  ports  of  Batavia  and  Malacca, 
although  the  fame  manufacftures  have  been 
eftablifhed  on  thefe  iilands  by  the  company. 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving,   that  at 
Bombay,  Surat,  Mafcate,  Bender,  Aboucheir, 
snd  BafTora,  the  article  of  fugar  is  efleem- 
ed  a  very  valuable  branch  of  commerce. 
Jf  the  cultivation  o^  indigo  and  cocoa 

has 
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has  never  been  carried  to  any  confiderabk 
length  in  the  Philippine  iiles,  it  is  by  no 
means  owing  to  any  defecft  either  in  cli- 
mate or  foil,  but  folely  to  the  want  of  en- 
terprize  and  induftry  in  the  people*  The 
former  grows  in  a  ftate  of  nature  in  many 
parts  of  the  country;  but  the  inhabitants 
do  not  feem  to  have  refleâied  that  it  might 
be  greatly  increafed  in  quantity,  as  well  as 
improved  in  quality,  by  care  and  cultiva- 
tion. This  produdiion,  how^ever,  might 
be  fold  to  great  advantage  in  India,  and 
every  one  knows  the  high  value  of  both 
in  all  the  nations  of  Europe.  Wherever 
cultivation  has  been  applied  to  cocoa,  it 
has  been  known  to  thrive  in  an  eminent 
degree,  and  to  be  even  of  a  fuperior  quality 
to  that  of  Caraca. 

In  thefe  illands  grow  different  kinds  of 
wood  and  bark  ufeful  in  dying,  ebony,  and 
in  general  every  fpecies  of  precious  wood 
employed  for  the  purpofes  of  the  cabinet- 
maker. 1  he  fmall  number  of  thefe  trees 
cut  down  by  the  Indians  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  Chinefe,  who  difpofe  of  them 
to  Indian  or  European  merchants,  for  the 
X  Afiatic 
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Afiatic  or  European  market.  This  branch 
of  commerce  I  have  no  doubt  might  be- 
come extremely  beneficial  to  the  public, 
were  the  Spaniards  only  at  a  little  pains  to 
examine  the  valuable  produ(ftions  of  their 
own  forefts. 

The  quantity  of  cotton  produced  in  the 
Philippine  ifles  is  almoft  incredible,  which, 
joined  to  the  natural  induftry  and  docility 
of  the  natives,  might  enable  the  Spaniards 
to  produce  manufacflures  in  that  branch 
equal,  perhaps  fuperior,  to  thofe  either  of 
India  or  China.  The  Indian  difplays  an 
ingenuity  in  the  purfuit  of  his  different 
occupations,  v/hich  exceeds  every  thing 
I  have  had  occalion  to  obferve  in  any  other 
part  of  the  globe.  His  beautiful  dyes,  ex- 
tracted from  the  wood  and  bark  of  his  fo- 
reft-trees,  he  prepares  and  employs  in  the 
fabrick  of  his  fluifs,  with  a  neatnefs  and 
elegance  peculiar  to  himfelf.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  find  a  family  in  the  BifTayan 
iflands,  which  does  not  pradife  the  art  of 
weaving  for  its  own  private  convenience  ; 
and  therefore  the  Spaniards  have  only  to 
Simulate  and  dired  the  application  of  their 

prefent 
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prefent  habits  and  induilry,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain the  beft  and  moft  briUiant  manufactures 
of  the  eaft.  But  the  very  promiiing  cir- 
cumftances  of  thefe  iilands  to  the  manu- 
fad:ure  of  lawns,  muflins,  and  every  other 
article  in  cotton,  which  conflitute  half  the 
trade  between  India  and  Europe,  though 
fuch  as  to  merit  the  mofl  alTiduous  zeal 
for  their  improvement,  have  hitherto  lain 
almoft  intirely  neglecfted. 

Iron  mines  were  once  begun  to  be 
wrought  in  the  inland  diftrids  of  Laguna 
and  Cagayan,  and  afterwards  abandoned 
from  the  unfkilfulnefs  of  the  workmen  ; 
but  thcfe,  in  proper  hands,  might  afford 
an  advantageous  trade  with  every  part  of 
India,  which  conftantly  receives  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  what  it  confumes  in  this 
article  from  the  European  market.  The 
pearl-fifheries  on  their  fea-coafts,  and  the 
gold-duil  fcuiid  in  the  interior  parts  of 
the  iiland,  are  alfo  objects  of  importance  -, 
but  their  value  is  infuificient  to  rouze  the 
attention  of  the  Spaniards,  who  ought  to 
rec[uire  of  the  miflionaries  on  the  fpot  fuch 

information 
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information  as  might  render  them  of  pubHc 
utility. 

The  quantity  of  pepper  I  have  feen  ia 
the  BilTayan  woods,  I  ihall  not  affe<5t  to  efci- 
mate,  as  I  might  not  be  credited.  Among 
their  various  produd:ions,  I  met  with  a 
young  branch  of  the  clove-tree,  which  was 
meant  by  the  perfon  in  v.diofe  hand  I  faw 
it  for  fome  medical  purpofe  ;  but  refpeding 
this  fpecimen  I  c.in  fay  liitle,  not  having 
had  it  in  my  pov/er  to  afcertain  its  fpecific 
qualities  to  my  own  fatisfadtion.  Still, 
however,  the  fmall  fample  I  have  men- 
tioned rendering  the  clove-tree's  exiflence 
in  the  ifland  at  leaft  probable,  might,  I 
think,  warrant  more  accurate  inquiries  into 
the  nature  Df  this  fubflance.  The  nut- 
meg of  Manilla,  which  grows  on  the  con- 
fines of  Laguna,  is  not,  I  believe,  equally 
good  with  that  of  the  Molucca  ifles  ;  but 
it  feemed  generally  admitted,  that  in  pro- 
portion to  the  degree  of  care  and  attention 
beftowed  on  its  culture,  its  fruit  w*as  of  a 
better  or  inferior  quality.  I  have  much 
reafon  to  believe  that  cinnamon  is  far  from 
being  .a  rare  commodity   in   the  ifland   of 

Vol.  I.  R  Mindanao; 
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Mindanao;  and  though,  like  the  nutmeg 
of  Luconia,  it  has  fomething  wild  and  in- 
delicate in  its  flavour,  this  inferiority  of 
fpecies  may  be  owing  to  the  wasnt  of  culti- 
vation alone,  which,  I  have  little  doubt, 
might  render  the  fruit  of  the  Spaniih  cin- 
namon-tree equal  to  any  exported  from 
the  Dutch  fettlements.  The  vafh  influx 
of  wealth  derived  to  the  Dutch  from  their 
monopoly  of  fpices,  pepper,  nutmegs,  cinna- 
mon, and  cloves,  ought,  one  would  fuppofe, 
to  kindle  a  fpark  of  emulation  in  the 
breafl:  of  the  Spaniard,  and  draw  his  atten- 
tion to  the  fame  productions  which  are 
fuffered  to  grow  wild  and  unheeded  in  the 
Philippine  woods. 

The  great  quantities  of  wax  obtained  from 
the  wild  bee-hive  of  the  wood,  the  delicate 
luxury  of  birds-nefls,  the  oil  and  tow  of 
the  cocoa-nut,  and  many  other  articles 
equally  defpifed  by  the  Spaniards,  would, 
in  more  indu fli'ious  hands,  afl:ord  fubordi- 
nate  branches  of  traffic  with  the  different 
nations  of  Iiîdia. 

Having  mentioned  a  few  of  the  mofl: 
valuable  produdions  of  thofe  iflands,  fuf- 

ceptible 
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ceptible  of  culture  and  improvement,  I  am 
iiext  to  obferve,  that  confidering  the  popu- 
lation and  capacities  of  the  natives,  it 
would  be  eafy  to  render  them  the  inftru- 
ments  of  carrying  every  ufeful  purfuit  to 
its  higheft  pitch  of  perfection.  I  am  bold 
to  aiïert  this  upon  the  evidence  of  that 
activity,  ingenuity,  and  refolution  in  the 
Indians,  which  I  witneffed  in  many  dif- 
ferent fituations. 

The  fame  of  the  Bohol  and  Cavité  war- 
riors extends  over  the  bounds  of  the  Phi- 
lippine ifles  ;  nor  are  the  natives  of  the 
other  provinces,  who  have  had  equal  ad- 
vantages of  difcipline  and  experience,  at 
all  their  inferiors  in  the  purfuits  of  war. 
In  a  country  fo  very  little  indebted  to  its 
connection  with  Europe,  one  is  ailonifhed 
to  find  nautical  artifls  of  all  kinds,  fhip- 
builders,  caulkers>  mafters,  and  pilots.  At 
Cavité,  Pangafiinan,  and  feveral  other  places, 
they  conibuft  iliips  of  the  line,  I  cannot  fay 
equally  v/ell  finiOied  with  ours,  but  fuffi- 
cicntly  Ib'ong,  and  in  good  proportion. 
The  fibres  of  the  cabonegro  and  fig-trees 
fupply  them  with  excellent  materials  for 

R  2  cordage. 
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cordage.  From  their  forefl-trees  they  have 
learned  to  extradl  different  kinds  of  pitch 
and  tar,  at  lead  equal  in  quality  to  Eu- 
ropean. The  hufk  or  cover  of  the  co- 
coa-nut is  ufed  for  caulking,  as  is  a  cer- 
tain compofition  of  oil  and  plaider  for  pay- 
ing the  hull  of  the  vefiel.  The  mines  of 
Luconia  furnifli  iron  for  anchors,  nails,  and 
all  other  articles  necellary  to  the  equip- 
ment of  flipping.  The  Indian,  coniider- 
ing  his  natural  ftrength  and  agility,  and 
his  ufual  refidence  on  the  fea-coaft,  or  the 
borders  of  rivers,  is  in  reality  born  and 
bred  for  the  fea  ;  beiides,  when  he  is  on 
fliore,  he  works  with  a  verfatility  of  genius 
peculiar  to  himfelf  in  the  feveral  trades  of 
carpenter,  caulker,  weaver,  fail  and  rope- 
maker.  But  it  to  wliat  I  have  faid  re- 
fpe^iing  the  productions  of  the  Philippine 
iiles,  the  induftry,  the  genius,  and  capacities 
of  the  natives,  whence  I  am  fully  perfuad- 
ed  every  article  of  trade  exported  from 
India  to  Europe  might  be  derived,  I  add, 
that  thefe  countries  are  eminently  produc- 
tive of  naval  llores,  and  timber  for  fhip- 
building  ;  that  the  Indians,  from  rapid  po- 
pulation. 
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pulation,  may  be  fpared  for  equipping  as 
well  as  navigating  the  fleets  of  Spain,  with- 
out inconvenience  to  the  purfuits  either 
of  commerce  or  a-^riculture,  I  (li nil  then 
have  defcribed  the  means  of  an  oriental 
navy,  capable  of  fapplying;  the  place  of  all 
the  men  and  fhips  fcnt  from  the  weflern 
hemifphere  to  the  Eafl  Indies,  v/hether  for 
the  purport  of  national  defence  in  time  of 
war,  or  of  trade  and  commerce  in  time  of 
peace. 

Having  confidered  the  Philippine  îfles 
as  competent  to  the  production  of  every 
fpecies  of  eaflern  commodity,  when  we  turn 
Gur  eye  to  the  map  of  the  world,  we  fliall 
find  that  their  lituation  is  extremely  fa- 
vourable to  a  dire(5t  trade  with  the  parent 
country,  as  well  as  with  the  provinces  of 
Peru  and  New  Spain,  by  the  way  of  the 
South  Sea.  Many  of  thefe  iflands,  befides 
Luconia,  pofTefs  excellent  harbours;  but  I 
cannot  advife  the  removal  of  their  trade 
with  Europe  from  its  prefent  center  at 
Manilla,  until  the  peculiar  advantages  of 
the  route  by  the  newly-difcoyered  freights 
of  Captain  Cook  fhall  be  more  fully  afcer- 

R  3  tained» 
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tained.  Their  trade,  however,  by  the 
South  Sea  might  be  transferred  with  great 
propriety  to  a  port  at  a  place  called  Naga^ 
on  the  eallern  coail  of  the  fame  ifland; 
a  fltuation  which  would  greatly  abridge  the 
moll  difficult  part  of  the  fliip's  pafTage 
acrofs  the  Philippine  Archipelago,  during 
the  dangerous  and  tempefluous  feafon  of 
the  wefberly  winds. 

The  proximity  of  thefe  iilands  to  the 
coafl  of  China,  might  enable  the  Spaniards, 
by  means  of  Chinefe  bottoms,  which  fre- 
quent this  archipelago,  to  obtain  tea,  lilk, 
porcelain,  and  whatever  other  commodities 
are  not  the  natural  produce  of  their  own 
colonies  ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  in  order- 
to  the  inftrudion  and  improvement  of  the 
natives,  they  might  find  it  eafy  to  entice 
from  China  and  Bengal  eminent  artifcs  in 
all  the  different  branches  of  Indian  manu-^ 
fa(5ture.  Emig:ration  from  the  coafl  of 
China  to  the  Philippine  ifles  is  fo  confi- 
de rable,  that  I  am  convinced  the  Spaniard, 
with  a  little  policy,  might  have  been  long 
iince  in  polTeffion  of  all  the  ikill  and  dex- 
terity of  the  Chinefe,  without  either  trouble 

or 
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or  expence.  And  nothing,  in  ni)^  opinion, 
but  the  grolTefl;  ignorance  of  the  firft  prin- 
ciples of  good  condud:,  can  lliew  why  their 
contiguity  and  intercourfe  with  this  people 
have  hitherto  been  little  or  rather  in  no 
degree  ufeful  to  the  Spanifli  colonies.  The 
emigrants  from  China,  and  the  other  na- 
tions of  India,  under  proper  management, 
might  by  this  time  have  greatly  contri- 
buted to  promote  the  induftry  and  popu- 
lation of  thofe  iilands,  and  have  fuperfeded 
the  neceffity  of  any  other  encouragement 
from  Spain,  than  the  infpeftion  of  intelli- 
gent men,  who  could  give  a  proper  direc- 
tion to  the  labour  of  the  Indians,  and  the 
natural  refources  of  the  foil. 

The  political  government  of  the  Spanifh 
colonies  hive  fuggefted  a  few  reiied:ions 
on  this  fubjed:.  Foreign  fettlements,  in 
my  opinion,  are  only  defireabJe  in  fo  far 
as  they  are  the  means  of  increaûng  the 
num-ber  of  ufeful  and  adive  citizens,  v/ho 
may  co-operate  at  home  and  abroad  in  pro^ 
moting  the  riches,  fcabiiity,  and  fp^ondour 
of  the  parent  ftate;  and  therefore  a  mi- 
nifler  may  be  very  idly  employed  in  aug- 
R  4  meating 
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meriting  the  number  and  extent  of  national 
dependencies  ;  for  if  he  is  carelefs  of  their 
induftry  and  population,  they  will  foon 
become  a  weight  upon  the  mother  country, 
or  at  bsft  iluduating  and  unproduélive  fpe- 
culations  in  the  general  fyftem  of  com- 
merce. 

Now  the  rumber  of  ufeful  citizens  may 
be  increafed  firfl  by  incorporating  the  na- 
tives of  thz  foil  with  the  colonial  fettle- 
ment.  The  Indians,  though  little  ad- 
vanced in  the  arts  of  civilization,  are  in  ge- 
neral tradable  ;  and  were  they  to  find  thcm- 
felves  emancipated  from  the  rigorous  yoke 
of  their  own  domineering  ariHocracy,  and 
admitted  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  a  mild 
and  equitable  government,  they  would  be 
naturally  engaged  to  rtfped:  and  imitate  the 
charafter  and  renius  of  their  mafters. 

The  emigration  of  men  diflieartened  and 
deprefled  at  home  by  misfortunes,  by  fevere 
and  ungrateful  toil,  or  by  the  harfh  and 
rapacious  conduit  of  their  fuperiors,  but 
who  are  ltd  to  hope  for  better  days  in  a 
foreign  country,  is  another  means  of  add- 
ing to  the  lift  of  ufeful  citizens.  It  is  dif- 
ficulty 
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ficult,  I  confefs,  to.infpire  the  mind  of  the 
refugee  with  principles  of  flrong  attach- 
ment to  a  ftrange  foil  ;  but  flill,  by  feat- 
tering  them  over  the  country,  attaching 
them  by  certain  rewards  to  diffçrent  occu- 
pations, particularly  to  that  of  agriculture, 
and  above  all,  by  treating  them  in  every 
fituation  juftly  and  humanely,  their  affec- 
tions would  co-operate  with  the  views  of 
government,  and  at  lafl  conform  to  the 
purefh  fentiments  of  public  virtue. 

Were  the  laws  and  principles  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  as  they  are  contained  in  the  facred 
code,  candidly  prefented  and  explained  to 
rude  and  uninformed  minds,  they  would 
lay  the  foundation  of  the  moil  perfe(5l 
union  practicable  among  a  people  originally 
collecfled  from  different  countries.  Mutual 
charity  and  confidence,  which  ought  to  unite 
the  hearts  of  all  men  who  are  fincere  in 
their  profeffion  of  the  Chriflian  faith, 
are  the  ftrongefl  obligations  that  can  be 
imagined  to  produce  concord  in  their 
purfuit  of  temporal  interefls.  Hence  the 
mifîionary,  who  is  actuated  by  an  honeft 
and  difmterefled  zeal  of  being  ufeful,  may 

J  render 
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render  eminent  fervice  to  his  country,  by 
fowing  the  feeds  of  loyalty  and  allegiance 
in  the  minds  of  its  new  fabjeâ:s.  But  while 
eccleiiaftics  are  countenanced  and  proted:ed 
by  the  magiftrate  in  execviting  the  duties  of 
their  office,  the  people  ought  likewife  to  be 
fecured,  by  proper  regulations,  againll  that 
arrogant  and  domineering  fpirit  fo  natural 
to  the  clergy. 

Perfe(5t  equality,  as  far  as  is  confident 
with  the  difference  of  talents  and  property, 
ought  to  fubfiff  between  the  natives  of  the 
new  country  and  the  defcendants  of  the 
parent  flate.  Rewards,  honours,  and  em- 
ployments, at  leafc  of  a  fubordinate  nature, 
fliould  lie  open  to  merit,  in  whatever  or- 
der of  men  it  may  be  found  ;  and,  as  no- 
thing tends  more  to  confoiidate  the  union 
of  different  races  cf  men  than  alliances  by 
marriage,  this  ihould  receive  every  poffi- 
ble  encouragement.  The  ancient  ufages, 
and  even  prejudices  of  ilrangers,  fhould 
be  treated  with  moderation  and  indulgence; 
and,  in  general,  whatever  may  contribute 
to  incorporate  all  the  people  in  one  liberal 
ibciety,  appeaj's  to  me  the  rational  method 

for 
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for  conveying  to  aliens  and  foreigners  the 
genuine  principles  of  fidelity  and  allegi- 
ance. 

This  policy,  however,  feems  only  appli- 
cable to  colonial  fettlements  ;  for  I  fufpedt 
that,  in  a  great  nation,  to  mix  and  com- 
pound the  breed  in  the  fame  manner  might 
baftardize  the  native  characfter  and  ge- 
nius of  the  people  at  large.  If  the  ele- 
mentary principles  of  national  characSler  are 
bad,  nothing  remains  in  the  power  of  the 
political  phyfician,  l^ut  to  alter  and  regu- 
late its  dired:ion  ;  for  it  is  incapable  of 
being  entirely  changed  to  advantage,  and 
will  ahvays  be,  fuch  as  it  is,  better  than 
when  adulterated  by  the  introdudion  of 
foreign  ingredients. 

Colonies,  therefore,  in  their  original  con- 
ftitution,  contain  principles  of  a  heteroge- 
neous nature;  and  this  circumfiiance,  in 
connediion  with  their  diflance  from  the 
feat  of  the  fovereign,  will  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  account  for  their  fubfequent  depra- 
vity. His  remote  fituation  not  only  ex- 
cluding the  colonift  from  places  of  dif- 
tindion  at  home,   but   likewife  from  the 

honours 


252       TRAVELS  ROUND  THE  WORLD, 

honours  and  emoluments  of  the  firfl  places 
in  the  colony,  produces  a  humiliating  fenfe 
of  fubordination,  and  gradually  corrupts 
and  eflranges  his  mind  from  allegiance  to 
the  parent  kingdom.  This  evil,  however, 
neceffarily  arifes  from  his  inferior  circum- 
ftances,  and  from  the  fovereign's  igno- 
rance of  thofe  individuals  in  the  colony, 
into  whofe  hands  power  and  confidence 
might  be  fafely  entrufled.  Befides,  a  turn 
of  mind  peculiar  to  the  planter,  occafioned 
by  a  phyfical  difference  of  conftitution, 
climate,  cufloms,  and  education,  tends  flill 
more  to  reprefs  the  remains  of  his  former 
attachment  to  his  native  foil.  Whoever 
has  attended  to  the  flriking  peculiarities 
which  often  obtain  between  the  inhabi- 
tants of  different  provinces,  cities,  and 
even  villages  of  the  lame  kingdom,  will 
eafily  conceive  the  powerful  influence  of 
this  principle.  Now  if,  in  the  courfe  of 
human  affairs,  any  critical  fituation  in  the 
circumflances  of  the  mother  country  fliould 
happen  to  concur  with  this  jealous  and 
irritated  temper  of  the  colonies,  it  is  likely 
to  be  embraced  by  certain  popular  leaders 

as 
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as  the  proper  moment  for  revolt;  while 
pride,  luxury,  and  the  love  of  innovation, 
atftuating  the  minds  of  all  orders  of  men, 
may  fuggefl:  claims  to  indépendance,  and 
prompt  them  finally  to  w^ithdraw  that  al- 
legiance which  they  have  learned  to  con- 
fider  as  a  foreign  yoke. 

Colonial  depravity  feems  to  be  lefs  in- 
cident to  an  ifland  than  to  a  more  extend- 
ed territory  ;  and  therefore  I  would  recom- 
mend an  infular  in  preference  to  a  conti- 
nental fituation,  for  the  purpofe  of  diflant 
fettlements.  Exorbitant  fortunes,  which 
always  fuppofe  great  inequality  of  property, 
are  almoft  peculiar  to  an  extenfive  country, 
and  feldom  fall  to  the  fliare  of  individuals 
refiding  within  the  moderate  bounds  of 
an  ifland  ;  befides,  the  more  difficult  in- 
tercourfe  that  neceflarily  fubfills  between 
two  iilands,  will  render  their  union  more 
incomplete  than  that  between  two  pro- 
vinces on  the  fame  continent.  Each  ifland 
will  acquire  a  character  peculiar  to  it- 
felf,  and  adverie  from  an  intimate  coalition 
with  its  neighbour  ;  whiifl  famenefs  of  fi- 
tuation,  leading  both    to   fimilar  purfuits, 

may 
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may  be  cxpe(fted  to  create  in  the  minds  of 
their  refpediive  inhabitants  the  jcaloufy 
and  antipathy  of  rival  ftates. 

I  was  at  fome  pains  to  confider  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  our  Antilles  iflands  ;  and  I  am 
fatisfied,  from  every  thing  I  had  accefs  to 
obferve,  that  citizens,  according  to  their 
refpedtive  characters,  education,  and  cir- 
cumflances,  fliould  be  made  to  fill  the 
hard  and  laborious  as  well  as  the  more 
eafy  and  refpecSlable  departments  of  the 
colony.  This  is  the  arrangement  of  na- 
ture, and  arifes  from  the  ordinary  progrefs 
of  human  fociety — an  arrangement,  how- 
ever, which  was  che^cked  in  our  wefteni 
iflands,  by  the  early  introdudion  of  a  fyf- 
tem  of  ilavery,  which,  for  moral  turpitude, 
has  no  example  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind. 
The  European  no  fooner  arrives  in  the  co- 
lony, than  he  conceives  himfelf  a  man  of  a 
certain  condition,  and  would  blufh  to  ex- 
ercife  the  fame  manual  occupation  he  ufed 
to  praàife  at  home.  He  joins  his  coun- 
trymen, not  to  work,  but  to  indulge  ;  and 
hence  the  poor  negro  is  faddled  not  only 
with  that  labour  nature  intended  for  his 

mafler. 
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mafler,  but  likewife  with  what  properly  be- 
longs to  the  inferior  animals.  It  therefore 
follows,  that  while  the  lazy  breed  of  white 
men  increafes,  the  ufcful  and  laborious 
blacks  are  daily  on  the  decline.  The  plan- 
ter's diminidied  flock  muil  be  recruited  by 
frefh  importations  from  the  coafl:  of  Guinea; 
and  thus,  by  a  rapid  and  unnatural  con- 
fumption  of  the  natives,  the  regions  from 
which  they  are  obtained  mull  be  gradually 
reduced  to  defolation.  The  cruel  eftects 
of  this  inhuman  traffic  are  already  felt  in 
the  thin  population  of  thefe  fable  tribes  ; 
and,  from  the  art  and  chicane  w^hich  the 
African  dealer  learns  from  the  European 
merchant,  the  advance  in  the  price  of  ne- 
groes may  be  expected  to  bear  no  propor- 
tion to  the  adUal  fcarcity  of  (laves. 

In  a  country  where  the  beauty  of  cli- 
mate is  only  equalled  by  fertility  of  foil, 
the  race  of  Europeans  degenerates  as  it 
increafes  ;  and  after  depriving  the  colony 
of  ufeful  labourers  by  exceflive  toil  and 
fe verity,  many  of  them  remain  a  burden 
upon  the  fettlement,  or  fall  a  facrifice  to 
their  own  idlenefs,  extravagance,  and  fen- 
7  fuality. 
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fuality.  How  different  from  thefe  colo- 
nies, in  population  and  manners,  are  the 
provinces  of  Canada  and  Louiiiana  !  In 
the  latter,  though  with  a  more  ftubborn 
foil,  the  planter  is  not  degraded  in  his  own, 
nor  in  the  eftimation  of  others,  by  culti- 
vating his  farm  with  his  own  hands.  His 
conftitution  is  not  impaired  by  the  indul- 
gence of  idlenefs  and  intemperance,  nor 
does  the  improvement  of  his  fields  depend 
on  the  toil  of  a  reluctant  Have,  who  has 
no  more  flattering  profpeét  than  that  of 
ending  his  days  amidfl  the  rigours  of  ex- 
treme labour  and  punifliment.  Refpe<fling 
what  is  commonly  faid  of  the  heat  and  per- 
nicious influence  of  climate  on  the  Euro- 
pean conftitution,  I  conceive  it  to  be  mere- 
ly an  apology  for  pride  and  indolence  j  lince 
it  is  evident,  that  the  fibres  of  the  negro, 
born  under  the  vertical  rays  of  the  fun, 
muft  be  much  more  relaxed,  and  therefore 
lefs  in  a  condition  for  labour  and  exer- 
cife,  than  thofe  of  the  European  who  de- 
fcends  from  more  temperate  regions.  In 
fine,  1  have  had  occafion  to  remark,  that 
ignorance  and  indifference  on  the  part  of 

the 
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the  mother  country,  regarding  the  govern- 
ment of  her  colonies,  frequently  engenders 
infolence  and  rapacity  in  certain  individuals, 
whofe  condud:  tends  to  fubvert  the  com- 
merce, and  fhake  the  flability  of  her  foreiga 
fettlements. — —I  return  to  the  Philippine 
illands. 

The  Englifli,  with  a  vigilance  peculiar 
to  themfelves  in  matters  relating  to  com- 
merce, perceiving  the  great  importance  of 
making  an  eflabliiliment  in  thefe  iflands, 
Vi^hen  Manilla^  by  the  articles  of  peace> 
was  reflored  to  the  Spaniards,  formed  an 
alliance  with  the  king  of  Holo,  and  efta- 
blifhed  a  colony  on  his  dominions.  Their 
fhips  which  have  occafion  to  proceed  to 
China  late  in  the  feafon,  are  obliged  to 
fail  through  the  Philippine  archipelago  ; 
and  therefore  they  have  been  at  infinite 
pains  to  acquire  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  this  navigation,  a  navigation  which  ia 
time  of  war  affords  accefs  to  the  Indian 
ocean,  introduces  them  to  a  commerce 
with  the  whole  of  thefe  iflands  at  prefent 
in  the  hands  of  the  Chinefe,  favours  their 
illicit  trade   with   the    Dutch  fettlements 

Vol.  I.  S  and 
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and  the  Molucca  illes,  and  may,  on 
fome  future  occafion,  facilitate  the  con- 
queft  of  one  or  more  of  thofe  countries, 
whether  Indian,  Spanifh,  or  Dutch. 

If  the  reader  is  inclined  to  regard  thefô 
obfervations  as  idle  and  extravagant,  let 
him  refled:  for  a  moment  on  the  active 
and  afpiring  genius  of  the  Englifh,  and  he 
will  find,  that  among  them  the  mofi:  in- 
lignificant  of  the  people  is  frequently  ac- 
tuated by  all  the  zeal,  and  enterprize  of  a 
patriotic  citizen;  that  his  fpeculations  on 
the  great  interefts  of  his  country  are  not 
treated  with  contempt  merely  becaufe  they 
fall  from  an  obfcure  individual  ;  that,  fince 
thofe  diflant  regions  are  rarely  vifited  but 
by  men  of  inferior  condition,  who  emigrate 
for  the  improvement  of  their  fortune,  the 
minifter  of  that  enlightened  country  is 
fenfible  he  can  derive  fuch  information 
only  from  perfons  of  this  defcription  ;  that 
the  exad:  bearing  of  a  cape,  pofition  of  a 
canal,  mountain,  or  harbour,  difcoveries  of 
little  moment  at  firft  view,  may  be  found 
by  men  of  their  charaâ:er^  ardent  to  have 
a  permanent  fettkment  in  that  part  of 

the 
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the  globe,  of  eflential  importance.  In  a 
word,  let  him  recollecfl,  that  thefe  are  ac- 
tually the  means  whereby  the  Englifh  have 
been  enabled  to  complete  their  conquefts 
in  America,  to  acquire  a  moft  extenfive 
dominion  in  India,  and  to  open  to  them- 
felves  different  avenues  to  the  capital  of 
Mexico. 

The  prefent  commerce  of  Manilla,  ex- 
cluiive  of  a  coafting  trade  with  the  Bif- 
fayan  illes,  is  confined  to  one  or  two  {hips, 
employed  to  pprchafe  goods  at  Macao,  and 
five  or  fix  Chinefe  vefi^els,  which  import 
commodities  from  Canton  and  Qucmoy. 
They  difpatch  but  rarely  a  fingle  fliip  to 
Siam,  Bengal,  or  the  coafi:  of  Coromandel  s 
and,  befides  the  galleon  of  New  Spain,  load- 
ed with  the  produce  of  China  and  Bengal, 
they  fend  one  to  Batavia,  whence  they  are 
fupplied  with  the  goods  and  manufactures 
of  Europe.  As  there  was  no  fhip  to  fail 
from  Manilla  fooner  than  that  bound  for 
Batavia  tov/ards  the  beginning  of  M^rch, 
I  chofe  to  embrace  this  opportunity  of 
continuing  my  travels. 

S  2  CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XII. 

A  Voyage  from  Manilla  to  Batavia,  on  the 
I/land  of  Java-,  and  my  Abode  in  that 
City. 

I  Sailed  from  Manilla  for  Batavia,  the  7th 
of  March  1769,  in  a  fmall  Spanifh 
vefTel,  with  a  fair  vjvcià.  at  eaft.  We  pafT- 
ed  the  Marybelles  and  the  point  of  Caponnes 
on  our  ftarboard,  and  foon  came  up  with 
the  iflands  Luban  and  Mindoro  5  but  being 
unable  to  difcover  the  ifland  Paragoa,  we 
were  not  without  apprehenfion  of  running 
on  certain  fand-banks  fituated  northward 
from  the  foundings  of  Pulo  Saputo.  We 
entered  the  found  of  this  little  ifland,  with 
from  thirty  to  forty  fathoms  water,  on  a 
bottom  of  fand  mixed  with  Ihells,  and  dif- 
covered  Pulo  Saputo,  which  is  a  rock  in 
the  perfedt  form  of  a  fhoe.  North  of  it, 
at  the  diftance  of  three  leagues,  is  a  clufter 
of  other  little  iflands,  or  rather  rocks, 
which   are  efteemed  fomewhat  dangerou* 

in 
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in  this  navigation.  The  wind,  which  had 
greatly  diminifhed  as  we  turned  Pulo  Sa- 
puto,  began  to  frefhcn^  and  having  no 
confidence  in  the  S.  E.  at  this  feafon,  it 
being  now  the  20  th  of  March,  we  flood 
out  to  fea  from  the  mouth  of  the  gulph  of 
Siam,  and  prefently  came  in  view  of  the 
iflands  Anambas  and  Natuna.  We  faw 
Pulo  Aor,  and  foon  afterwards  the  ifles  of 
Saint  Efprit.  Between  Saint  Efprit  and  the 
iflands  that  form  the  entrance  to  the 
flreights  of  Malacca,  we  had  very  little 
depth  of  water,  our  foundings  being  only 
eight  fathom,  on  a  muddy  bottom.  We 
had  made  but  fhort  way,  when  we  were 
admonifhed  by  violent  fqualls  of  our  ap- 
proach to  the  ifland  Sumatra-,  and  we  fooi> 
difcovered  the  mountains  of  Monopin,  in 
the  north  of  the  ifland  of  Banca.  Here 
we  fl:ood  away  towards  Sumatra,  and  fl:eer- 
ed  along  the  coafl:,  keeping  clear  of  the 
fliore,  as  well  as  the  point  of  Banca.  As 
we  paflTed  the  mouth  of  the  Palimban,  a 
river  in  Sumatra,  we  faw  a  Dutch  veflel 
taking  in  a  cargo  of  pepper.  We  entered 
the  flireights,  and  failed  along  the  fliore  in 
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only  fix  fathoms  water.  The  fea  running 
extremely  high,  with  little  wind,  we  were 
dcfirous  of  coming  to  anchor  -,  but  finding 
we  had  occafion  for  a  fupply  of  frefh  wa- 
ter, we  pafTed  the  flreights,-  and  moored 
in  five  fathoms,  a  ftone'scaft  from  the  iflands 
of  Nanca,  This,  however,  being  a  criti- 
cal fituation  for  fmall  vefiels  fuch  as  ours, 
by  reafon  of  the  Malay  pirates  who  infefl 
the  ftreights,  we  made  all  pofTible  difpatch 
to  get  again  under  weigh  ;  and  the  next 
day,  having  doubled  Nort-water,  we  had  a 
diftant  view  of  the  ifland  Java.  We  were 
now  furrounded  with  a  thoufand  fmall 
iflands,  in  a  current  which  ran  with  great 
impetuofity,  and  we  thought  it  advifeable 
to  come  to  and  drop  an  anchor.  We  again 
got  tinder  fail  with  more  favourable  wea- 
ther, and  doubling  Sud- water  and  the 
ifle  of  Edam,  we  moored  the  15  th  of 
April  in  the  road  of  Batavia.  The  flag- 
ilaff  of  a  Dutch  fort,  ereded  on  this  little 
ifland,  appeared  over  the  tops  of  the  trees, 
which,  with  a  number  of  labourers,  was  the 
firfl  objed:  that  caught  our  notice.  The 
approach  to  the  ifle  of  Edam  from   the 
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S.  E.  is  greatly  incommoded  with  a  reef  of 
rocks,  which  require  much  caution  in  the 
pilot  in  order  to  avoid  them. 

The  road  of  Batavia  is  large,  handfome, 
and  fecure,  but  attended  with  two  objects 
of  danger,  proper  to  be  defcribed  for  the  be- 
nefit of  navigators.     The  firft,  lying  in  the 
E.  and  in  the  way  to  the  ordinary  flation 
of  fhipping  in  the  road,  we  left   on  our 
larboard,  at  a  confiderable  diftance.     The 
fécond  is  equally  diftant,  on  the  fide  of  the 
main,  from  the  fhip's  ftation,   which  is  at 
a  good  quarter  of  a  league  from  land,  and 
oppofite  to  the  canal  of  Batavia.     The  for- 
mer is  diflinguifhed  by  feveral  crofTes  eredt- 
ed  for  the  purpofe  of  beacons  ;   and,  as  the 
velTels  which  have  bufinefs  in  the  Archi- 
pelago or  the  Molucca  illes  have  no  temp- 
tation to  approach  fo  near  the  land,  is  of 
little    confequence.       But  the  latter  may 
ealily  interfere  with  fuch  fliips  on  a  tack 
as   have   occafion   to  touch  at  the  ifland 
Honduras,  or  on  the  coafl  of  the  mainland, 
near  the  fhreights  of  the  found.     This  is 
pointed  out  to   the  mariner's  notice  by  a 
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pole,  on  the  top  of  which  is  an  objed  in  the 
form  of  a  triangle. 

The  road  is  formed,  on  the  fide  of  the 
land,  by  a  vaft  curvature  of  the  coafl,  in  the 
manner  of  an  amphitheatre,  whofe  extre- 
mities projecfl  conliderably  into  the  fea; 
and  on  that  of  the  ocean  by  a  number  of 
little  iflands,  on  which  the  Dutch  have 
eredled  arfenals,  magazines,  and  work- 
houfes.  At  Honduras  we  had  the  firft 
brilliant  example  of  Dutch  induftry,  con- 
fiftinsr  in  windmills  conflruded  for  the 
purpofe  of  fawing  timber. 

I  proceeded  diredly  to  Batavia,  which 
is  fituated  about  half  a  league  from  the 
fhore,  and  at  the  head  of  a  very  beautiful 
canal,  in  excellent  repair,  and  capable  of 
admitting  vefTels  of  four  hundred  tons 
burthen.  The  city  is  extremely  popu- 
lous, has  a  handfome  caflle,  and  the  gar- 
rifon,  as  well  as  the  other  inhabitants, 
confiil  chiefly  of  Europeans.  Though 
res^ularly,  it  is  weakly  fortified  -,  but,  by 
rr-eans  of  canals  and  avenues  of  large  trees, 
vtich  occupy  and  interfeâ:  the  adjacent 
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grounds,  and  which  might  be  eafily  con- 
verted into  an  infinite  number  of  intrench- 
ments,  it  feems  to  me  capable  of  being 
put  into  a  very  flrong  flate  of  defence. 

From    all    I    could   learn    during   four 
months  I  fpent  in  Batavia  and  its  environs, 
the  fettlcments  of  the  Dutch  in  India  feem 
to  be  held  by  a  much  more  precarious  te- 
nure  than  thofe  of  thvir  neighbours   the 
Spaniards   in   the   Philippine  illes.      Since 
the  firft  fettlement  of  the  Dutch  in  this 
part   of  the  world,    they  have    taken    no 
pains  to  incorporate  the  natives  with  their 
own  fubjects  ;  on  the  contrary,  their  con- 
dud:  and  deportment  towards  the  Indians, 
have    been   fuch  as    to   render  the  latter 
highly   indignant,   and  impatient   of  their 
government.     The  Hollanders  are  neither 
jnfenfible  to  the  difaffedlion  of  the  Indians 
nor  to  the  advantages  of  their  trade  j  and 
hence  that   chequered    policy,    in   which 
they  employ  force,   flattery,  or  diffimula- 
tion,  as  may  feem  mofl  conducive  to  their 
prefent  views.     They  are  engaged  in  fre- 
quent wars  with  the  Indians,  and  in  per- 
petual dread  of  hoflilities,  even  from  thofe 
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who  live  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Batavia  ; 
and,  were  any  difaflrous  event  happening  in 
the  affairs  of  the  commonwealth  to  divert  a 
flri6l  attention  to  their  colonies  in  the  Eaft, 
we  might  foon  fee  the  reign  of  thefe  republi- 
cans finally  terminate  in  thofe  regions.  This 
is  what  may  be  called  the  want  of  colonial 
ftability,  a  defedl  partly  owing  to  the  Indians 
never  having  been  brought  to  conform  in 
matters  of  religion  ^  but  much  more  to  that 
commercial  avarice  and  rapacity  which  have 
frequently  engaged  the  Dutch  in  meafures 
fo  fcandaloufly  bafe  and  fanguinary,  as  could 
not  fail  to  excite  in  the  breaits  of  the  na- 
tives fentiments  of  the  moil  implacable  ha- 
tred and  refentment  to  their  perfons  and 
interefts. 

The  Dutch  fettlement  in  the  ifland  of 
Java  prefents  a  large  field  for  difcuffion  -,  but 
I  fhall  fay  even  little  of  what  I  have  either 
feen  or  have  fufiicient  reafon  to  believe  j 
becaufe  the  great  refort  of  ftrangers,  Eu- 
ropeans as  well  as  Afiatics,  to  this  road;  the 
vaft  commerce  of  the  Dutch,  to  which 
Batavia  ferves  as  the  principal  mart  3  thç 
unaffedied  beauty  of  the  capital  ;  its  canals, 
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walks,  and  gardens  ;  the  regularity  of  the 
Batavian  houfes  ;  the  number,  and  fump- 
tuous  manners,  of  the  Dutch  merchants  ; 
the  immenfe  population  of  Indians,  Moors, 
Chinefe,  and  Portuguefe;  their  numerous 
families  of  flaveSj  the  refources  requifite  to 
maintain  and  carry  on  fo  extenfive  and  va- 
rious a  commerce  ;  the  force  of  their  arms, 
which  are  in  condition  to  çountroul  and 
govern  many  warlike  and  potent  princes; 
■ — in  a  word,  all  the  chief  objecfts  of  enquiry 
relative  to  the  ad:ual  ftate  of  this  country, 
have  been  fully  confidered  by  preceding 
travellers. 

I  found  much  entertainment  in  ramblins: 
about  the  flreets  of  Batavia  ;  each  of  which 
prefents  the  gay  and  pleafant  efFeâ:  of  a 
beautiful  walk.  On  either  fide  is  a  regular 
row  of  houfes,  veneered  with  a  kind  of 
teffelated  bricks.  Along  the  wall  of  each 
houfe,  and  two  or  three  fteps  above  the 
level  of  the  ground,  runs  a  fpecies  of  ter- 
race, which  is  feparated  from  that  of  the 
adjoining  building  by  benches,  and  covered 
with  tents  or  booths  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  proprietor  and  his  friends.    Be^ 
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neath  this  terrace  is  a  fpace  of  fix  or  fe- 
ven  feet  in  width,  paved  with  flag-ftones, 
which  forms  a  path  for  the  convenience 
of  foot-paffengers.  Contiguous  to  the 
path  is  a  much  larger  fpace,  covered  with 
fine  fand  and  gravel,  intended  for  the  ufe 
of  carriages  ;  and,  lail  of  all,  appears  a 
row  of  builiy  evergreens,  dipt  into  the 
form  of  a  fan,  which  lines  each  fide  of 
a  canal  of  running  water,  about  thirty 
yards  in  breadth.  Under  the  fliade  of 
thefe  trees  is  another  little  terrace,  neat- 
ly paved,  and  rifmg  by  a  flight  of  fteps 
above  the  level  of  the  ftreet.  The  canal 
is  confined  by  walls,  with  flairs  at  certain 
intervals,  for  the  purpofes  of  navigation  ^ 
and  on  the  oppolite  fide  of  the  water  the 
ilreet  is  in  exa<5l  uniformity  with  that 
which  has   now  been  defcribed. 

The  caille  is  one  of  the  moil  beautiful 
obje(5ls  I  have  ever  feen  ;  and  from  the 
uniforrn  and  chafte  fimplicity  obferved  in 
the  military  as  well  as  rural  difpolition  of 
the  adjacent  grounds,  does  great  honour 
to  the  artifl.  The  fuburbs  of  Batavia  are 
divided  into  three  diflridis,  and  feparated 
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from  one  another  by  large  intervals,  which 
are  occupied  by  gardens  laid  out  in  good 
tafte. 

The  firft  diftrid  is  compofed  of  Portu- 

guefe  heretics,  and   Indians  from  Bengal 

or  the  Malabar  coaft.      Their  ftreets  and 

houfes  are  in  the  ftile  of  the  Dutch,  but 

-on  a  fmaller  fcale. 

The  fécond,  confiderably  larger  and 
more  populous  than  the  former,  is  the 
chief  relidence  of  the  Chinefe,  who,  by 
their  unwearied  buftle  in  the  ftreets,  and 
application  to  the  bufinefs  of  their  fhops, 
afford  a  ftriking  pidure  of  the  active  and 
induftrious  genius  of  this  extraordinary 
people.  Their  houfes,  except  thofe  of 
the  richer  fort  which  have  an  elegant 
fimplicity,  are  miferably  built.  They  are 
low,  the  apartments  wretchedly  contriv- 
ed, and,  from  their  great  population, 
flrangely  crouded  together.  Their  ftreets, 
extremely  narrow  and  nafty,  are  beiides 
much  incumbered  with  a  curious  affem- 
blage  of  all  the  various  articles  of  Chinefe 
induftry  and  manufacflure. 

The  third  confills  of  Indians,  colledied 
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from  the  different  illands  of  the  vaft  archi- 
pelago, as  well  as  from  the  various  parts  of 
the  eaftern  continent.  This  diftriâ:  is 
more  extenfive  and  rural,  but  much  lefs 
populous,  than  either  of  the  former.  The 
houfes  and  gardens  of  the  richer  Moors 
from  the  peninfula  of  India,  are  in  the  Afia- 
tic  tafte,  and  not  inferior  in  beauty  to  thofe 
of  the  moil  opulent  among  the  Dutch;  but 
the  houfes  of  the  poorer  fort  are  extremely 
fimple.  The  Indian,  ever  chufing  to  re- 
iide  in  the  vicinity  of  running  water,  which 
he  makes  frequent  ufe  of  for  ablution  and 
other  religious  obfervances,  commonly  rears 
his  cottage  between  two  trees  on  the  bank 
of  a  canal.  It  is  very  remarkable,  that 
though  fprung  from  countries  widely  dif- 
tant  from  one  another,  a  few  trifling  dif- 
ferences excepted,  they  all  obferve  the  fame 
rites,  manners,  and  cuftoms.  Many  are 
rude  and  uncultivated  ;  but  they  are  gene- 
rally fair  in  their  dealings,  fimple  and  un- 
affeâied  in  their  drefs,  fober  and  temperate 
in  their  diet.  They  fubfift  almofl  entirely 
on  rice  and  fruit  ;  and  ufe  the  loofe  flow- 
ing garments  of  the  eaflern  nations.  The 
a  Indian 
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Indian  from  the  Archipelago  wears  a  kind 
of  petticoat  defcending  to  the  calf  of  the 
leg,  a  waiftcoat  widening  as  it  approaches 
the  hips,  and  over  all  a  fafh  or  plaid,  which 
anfwers  the  purpofe  of  a  furtout  coat,  and 
occaiionally   ferves   to   defend   the    perfon. 
from  the  inclemencies  of  the   feafon.     In 
fine  weather  this  is  worn  like  a  large  fhoul- 
der-belt,  and  is  efleemed  an  ornamental  as 
well  as  ufeful  piece  of  drefs.     The  furtout, 
or  great  coat,   is  common   to  both  fexes^ 
whofe  apparel  is  in  all  refpedls  fimilar,  ex- 
cept that  the  waiftcoat  and  petticoat  of  the 
women  are  generally  black,  and  made  to 
defcend  lower  than  thofe  of  the  men.     The 
heads  of  the  women  are  always  uncovered, 
with  their  hair  rolled  or  knotted  on  the 
crown,  in  the  manner  of  the  Chinefe,    The 
men  wear  hats,  made  fometimes  of  leaves, 
and  large  and  flat,  which  have  a  ftrong  re- 
femblance  to  thofe  I  firll  faw  in  the  Phi- 
lippine ifles.       Others  wear  hats  in  their 
form  refembling  a  fmall  kettle,  made  of  a 
very  fine  fpecies  of  bark. 

The  intervals  between  the  diiFerent  dif- 
trids  of  fuburbs,  prefent  to  the  eye  Dutch 
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gardens,  beautifully  interfered  by  canals, 
and  embellifhed  with  artificial  illands  and 
rocks,  in  the  fame  fimple  tafte  with  their 
houfes.  The  houfes  of  the  Dutch  are 
large,  handfome,  and  convenient;  though 
they  feldom  occupy  more  during  the  day- 
time than  two  galleries  in  oppolite  fronts. 
The  firfl,  which  is  employed  as  a  draw- 
ing-room, is  elegantly  and  comfortably 
furnifhed,  and  made  to  admit  a  free  circu- 
lation of  air — a  circumftance  of  great  con- 
venience in  allaying  the  intenfe  heat  of  the 
climate.  One  end  of  the  fécond  gallery  is 
appropriated  to  the  mafler's  private  accom- 
modation, for  here  he  has  his  counting- 
houfe,  clerks,  books,  and  papers.  In  the 
oppofite  end  is  the  apartment  of  the  wife, 
who,  amidfl  her  domeftic  concerns,  her 
children,  women,  and  flaves,  fuperintends 
the  induftry  and  ceconomy  of  her  family. 
The  gardens  of  the  Dutch  merchants  ex- 
tend to  the  diftance  of  a  league  and  a  half 
from  Batavia,  on  both  fides  of  magnifi- 
cent canals,  lined  with  fine  trees,  which 
afford  a  cooling  and  perpetual  iliade.  Here 
I  faw  the  bafons  or  refervoirs  of  f  veral 

rivers, 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND,  273 

Hvers,  which  furnifh  plentiful  fupplies  of 
water  over  all  the  adjacent  country,  though 
by  far  the  greatefl  part  of  it  is  diverted  into 
the  canals  of  Batavia. 

I  fpent  my  time  very  agreeably  in  this 
illand,  partly  in  the  city,  but  more  fre- 
quently in  one  of  the  gardens  which  I  have 
now  defcribed.  At  Batavia  1  faw  the  Chi- 
nefe  as  well  as  the  European  comedy,  and 
a  fpecies  of  Javanefe  opera,  accompanied 
with  dancing.  There  was  a  novelty  in  the 
natural  and  fnnple  mufic  of  thefe  countries, 
from  which  I  derived  much  entertainment. 
The  ceremonies  attending  the  Javanefe 
manner  of  burial,  are  extremely  interefling 
to  a  mind  endued  with  fenlibility.  The 
mourner's  plaintive  lam.entation,  the  tears 
and  fbrrow  of  relations,  the  profufion  of 
flowers  and  odours  fcattered  over  the  body 
of  the  deceafed,  are  fine  emblems  of  that 
fweet  and  tender  affection  which  fubfifl:- 
ed  between  the  living  and  their  departed 
friends. 

In  the  vafl  concourfe  of  different  nations 
from  the  old  continent  one  perceives  a  dif- 
tinâiive  phyiiognomy  and  charad;er,  v/hich 
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are  lively  or  ferions,  according  as  the  re- 
fpeftive  places  of  their  nativity  are  more  or 
lefs  removed  from  the  regions  under  the 
line — a  diverfity  which  feems  at  the  fame 
time  to  receive  certain  modifications  from 
the  nature  of  the  foil  and  the  quality  of 
diet.  Experience  has  very  much  confirm- 
ed me  in  the  truth  of  this  remark  ;  though 
I  confefs  I  have  obferved  in  fome  inilances, 
with  more  furprize,  a  flronger  analogy  be- 
tween two  people  on  the  fame  continent, 
but  widely  diflant  from  each  other,  than 
between  two  nations  almoft  contiguous,  the 
one  of  which  is  in  Afia  and  the  other  in 
Europe.  This  appearance  might  perhaps 
be  befl  explained  by  recurring  to  the  original 
fources  of  their  refpeclive  population. 

The  Chinefe  temples,  which  fland  with- 
out the  walls  of  Batavia,  are  in  the  fame 
good  tafte  obfervable  in  their  private  build- 
ings :  they  are  adorned  with  the  ftatues 
of  Chinefe-  heroes  and  patriots,  who  after 
rendering  emiment  fervices  to  their  coun- 
try during  their  lives,  are  now  remembered 
by  poflerity  with  gratitude  and  veneration. 
Before  each  flatue  is  an  altar,  in  honour  of 

which 
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which  tapers  are  kept  burning  day  and 
night  ;  and  at  ftated  periods  it  is  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  prieil  to  offer  facrifice,  the  na- 
ture or  purpofes  of  which  I  could  not  learn. 
The  minifter,  however,  appears  in  the  even- 
ing before  the  altar,  and  having  prayed  and 
beat  a  drum,  proceeds  to  burn  bits  of  pa- 
per painted  with  various  defigns  ;  and  pro- 
bably in  this  manner  prefents  gifts  to  the 
objed:  of  his  religious  worfliip.  At  a  cer- 
tain age  of  the  moon  thefe  temples  are 
magnificently  illuminated  with  lamps  and 
flambeaux  ;  and  indeed  the  greatefl  part  of 
their  rites  feem  to  be  exercifed  in  the  myf- 
terious  ufe  of  light  and  found.  Fire,  I  am 
told,  is  the  fymbol  of  that  fervent  love 
which  ought  to  inflame  their  minds  in  the 
offices  of  devotion  -,  while  found  ferves  to 
denote  their  earnefl:  and  importunate  dcfire 
of  being  lifliened  to  in  their  prayers.  I  am 
much  inclined  to  reft  fatisfied  with  this  com- 
mentary on  the  external  means  of  Chinefe 
worfliip,  as  there  appears  an  evident  ana- 
logy between  this  religious  noife  and  the  ufe 
of  the  great  drum  which  fliood  anciently  at 
the  door  of  the  hall  in  the  emperor  of  Chi- 
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na's  palace.  In  former  times  every  Chinefe 
fubje(5thadthe  privilege  of  beating  it  as  often 
as  he  wiflied  to  have  an  audience  of  the  em- 
peror; and  it  is  faid  his  majeily  was  never 
known  to  refufe  accefstohis  prefence  the  mo- 
ment he  heard  the  found  of  the  great  drum. 

When  a  Chinefe  virgin  has  attained 
that  age  vv'hich  prepares  her  for  the  hy- 
meneal rites,  (ht  intimates  her  defire  of  an 
aihance  with  the  other  fex,  by  placing  a 
fet  of  flower-pots  in  the  windows  of  her 
apartments.  Marriage  is  contracted  with- 
out the  intervention  of  the  flighteft  ac- 
quaintance between  the  two  parties;  and 
the  wife  of  a  rich  Afiatic  would  conceive 
it  to  be  a  vile  profanation  of  her  per- 
fon,  to  be  {een  without  the  walls  of  the 
haram. 

The  Javanefe  are  tall  and  well  propor- 
tioned in  their  limbs,  and  prefent  them- 
felves  with  a  nobler  air  and  more  open 
countenance  than  the  natives  of  the  Phi- 
lippine ifles.  The  Malaye  Indians,  on  the 
other  hand,  have  large  and  fhort  bodies, 
with  fomething  extremely  coarfe  and  ruftic 
in  the  eyes   and  general  expreffion  of  the 
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lace.  As  to  the  manners,  however,  of  the 
Javanefe,  I  am  greatly  at  a  lofs  ;  for,  having 
lodged  in  the  houfe  of  an  European,  I  had 
but  little  occafion  to  frequent  their  com- 
pany. 

Many  complaints  are  made  of  the  un- 
wholefome  nature  both  of  the  air  and 
water  at  Batavia.  For  my  part,  though  I 
drank  nothing  but  pure  water,  and  fed  on 
fruit  and  vegetables  alone,  I  never  enjoyed, 
in  any  period  of  my  life,  better  health  than 
on  the  iiland  of  Java.  This  meagre  diet, 
however,  is  very  different  from  the  manner 
of  living  in  ufe  among  Europeans  at  Ba- 
tavia ;  but  I  found  it  the  food  of  the  In- 
dians, and  it  was  much  better  fuited  to 
my  natural  tafte,  and  to  all  the  fober  and 
temperate  maxims  of  my  life.  Befides 
many  fpecies  of  fruit  and  vegetables  pecu- 
liar to  thofe  climates,  I  met  with  every 
production  of  the  European  garden  in  great 
abundance.  The  regifter-fhip,  which  fails 
annually  in  the  month  of  March,  being  on 
the  point  of  her  departure,  I  feized  this 
opportunity  to  write  my  friends  in  Eu- 
rope. 

T  3  The 
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The  moil  ruinous  policy,  in  my  opinion^ 
which  can  aftuate  a  company  of  mer- 
chants, is  that  of  interfering  in  the  num- 
berlefs  feuds  and  animofities  of  the  Indian, 
princes  ;  and  hence  I  maintain  that  the  pof- 
feffions  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  PhiHppine 
ifl,es  reft  on  a  furer  foundation  than  thofe. 
of  either  the  EngHfh  or  Dutch  in  the  Eafl 
Indies.  The  Dutch  were  no  fooner  fettled 
on  the  iiland  of  Java,  than  inftead  of  re- 
maining like  good  and  peaceable  merchants 
behind  their  counters,  they  uniformly 
made  it  their  bufmefs  to  mingle  in  all  the 
antipathies  and  difputes  of  the  natives.  Con- 
flantly  at  war  with  one  prince  or  another, 
perhaps  to  their  misfortune  they  have  been 
aim  oft  as  conftantly  fuccefsful.  War,  how- 
ever, once  kindled  in  thefe  regions,  like  a 
kind  of  hydra,  feldom  expires  without  giv- 
ing birth  to  many  more.  I  found,  upon  my  ar- 
rival at  Batavia,  that  they  had  juft  concluded 
two  ;  one  at  Malacca,  and  the  other  in  the 
Molucca  ill€S  j  a  third  in  the  eaft  of  Java, 
was  then  upon  theix  hands,  and  they  were 
bufily  preparing  for  a  fourth  in  Siimatra, 
againft  the  king  of  Palimban» 
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The  Dutch  company,  under  the  pretext 
of  doing  honour  to  the  emperor  of  Java, 
but  in  £3.0:  with  no  other  view  than  to  their 
own  fecurity,  maintain  two  companies  of 
European  cavahy  in  his  fervice.  Every 
avenue  leading  to  the  city  is  lined  with  a 
chain  of  forts  ;  and  though  Batavia  is  de- 
fended by  a  numerous  garrifon,  befides  a 
j(lrong  body  of  Europeans,  divine  fervice 
and  the  execution  of  criminals  are  always 
performed  with  fliut  gates. 

The  Indian  kings  in  alliance  with  the 
Dutch  are  crowned  by  the  council  of  Ba- 
tavia; and  when  at  any  time  the  right  of 
fucceffion  happens  to  he  difputed,  the 
claims  of  that  pretender  moft  in  the 
company's  intereft  are  invariably  fuflained, 
and,  by  force  or  artifice,  he  is  certain  to 
fucceed  to  the  throne. 

It  is  a  maxim  in  the  policy  of  the  Dutch, 
to  fuit  themfelves  to  the  natural  conceit 
and  vanity  of  thefe  Eaftern  princes,  to  flat- 
ter them  with  much  outward  ihew  of 
regal  grandeur,  but  at  the  fame  time  to 
ilrip  them  of  all  real  confequence;  and 
thus,  provided  the  Dutch  can  get  pofleffion 
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of  the  fubftance,  the  Indian  may  amufe 
himfelf  with  the  fhadow  of  majefly.  The 
king  of  Palimban  having  by  fome  means 
given  umbrage  to  the  council  of  Batavia,  I 
faw  his  minifter  arrive,  inftruded  to  make 
every  apology  in  his  mafler's  name  ;  and  his 
reception  was  fuch  as  becomes  the  repre- 
fentative  of  a  great  monarch.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  youngefl  in  the  court  oï  edlers 
to  introduce  ilrangers  to  an  audience  of  the 
company,  and  therefore  the  chabajidar^  as 
he  is  called,  attended  by  a  numerous  retinue, 
went  to  compliment  him  on  his  arrival. 
He  was  received  with  great  ceremony,  and 
his  credentials  being  delivered  to  the  cha- 
bandar  under  the  difcharge  of  artillery,  were 
placed  on  a  cufhion  fupported  by  a  large 
filver  vafe,  which  was  carried  by  a  com- 
pany's officer.  The  procefîion  getting  in- 
to motion,  the  embalTador,  efcorted  by  a 
detachment  of  the  company's  troops,  was 
conducted  to  the  caftle  j  where  being  intro- 
duced to  the  council,  the  perufil  of  his  in- 
ilruftions  bearan  and  ended  with  the  firin»; 
of  cannon  and  mufketry.      The  embafia- 
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dor  withdrew,  and  the   council   of  elders 
broke  up. 

The    rank  of  counfellor,   but  above  all 
the  high  office  of  preiident,  is  invefted  with 
much  honour  and  diflindlion.     The  coach 
of  the   latter  is    constantly  attended  by  a 
body  of  cavalry,   and  preceded  by  a  com- 
pany of    trumpeters,    who   announce    the 
perfon  of  his  excellency  to  the  public.    At 
his   approach,  carriages   of  all  denomina- 
tions ftop  on  the  road,  while  male  ai^id  fe- 
male make  haile  to  defcend  and  do  him 
homage  as  he  pafles.    The  honour  of  hav- 
ing two  running  footmen,  a  band  of  mulic, 
and  a  train  of  coaches,  is  peculiar  to  the 
members  of  council  ^  and    carriages   mufl 
iland  and  give  way  to  them  as  to  the  go- 
vernor general,  but  inftead  of  defcending, 
it  is  only  required  that  the  people  Ihall  rife 
from  their  places. 

Gentlemen  m^^rchants,  who  take  prece- 
dence immediately  after  members  of  coun- 
cil, have  the  exclulive  privilege  of  riding 
in  gilded  coaches.  Carriages  at  Batavia 
are  fubje6ted  to  a  very  heavy  impofition  j 
but    it    is    remarkable  that    the    quantity 

of 
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of  this  tax  is  in  the  rnverfe  ratio  of  the  fub-. 
jeâ:'s  rankj  infomuch  that  while  a  mem- 
ber of  council  pays  a  mere  triile,  the  in- 
ferior orders  of  men  are  made  to  contribute 
a  great  deal.  If  it  is  in  the  policy  of  this 
regulation  to  difcourage  carriages  as  a  lux- 
ury, I  have  no  objeétion  to  it;  but  I  was 
not  a  little  furprized  to  find,  in  the  colony 
of  a  republic,  and  in  a  company  of  mer- 
chants, more  etiquette  and  oftentation  of 
fuperior  rank  than  we  ufually  meet  with  in 
the  firil  clafs  of  European  nobility. 

The  Spaniards  live  in  the  quiet  and  un- 
diflurbed  pofl'effion  of  their  iflands,  and 
V  having  in  general  nothing  to  dread  frora 
their  own  people,  have  leifure  to  turn  their 
arms  againll  the  hoflile  deiigns  of  a  foreign 
enemy  -,  and  yet  the  fubjedis  of  Spain  in 
thofe  parts,  making  allowance  for  the  dif- 
ference in  extent  of  territory,  are  much 
more  numerous  than  thofe  of  the  allied 
kings,  or  rather  tributaries,  of  the  Dutch. 

The  confequence  attached  to  the  perfon 
of  a  Spaniard  in  a  public  office  is  chiefly 
conferred  upon  him  as  a  reprefentative  of  the 
parent  flate  j  and  it  is  not  very  confider- 

able» 
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able,  either  in  refpect  of  power  or  honour  : 
his  perfonal  condud:  and  character  form  his 
befl  recommendation  to  refpecH;  and  efleem. 
An  alcade,  without  the  affiftance  of  a  fmgle 
bayonet,  rules  over  ten  thoufand  Indians, 
who  diflike  him,  it  is  true,  as  much  as  the 
natives  of  Java  can  hate  the  Dutch,  but 
ftill  they  remain  in  unfliaken  allegiance  to 
the  Spaniards,  a  problem  which  can  only  be 
explained  from  the  famenefs  of  religion  that 
fubfifts  between  the  Philippine  illes  and  the 
mother  country,  but  more  efpecially,  I  fuf- 
pe(fl:,  from  the  influence  of  the  monks  or 
parochial  clergy,  who  have  greater  confe- 
quence  in  maintaining  good  order  among 
the  natives  than  even  the  terror  of  an 
armed  force. 

The  conduft  of  the  Dutch  in  the  ad- 
miniflration  of  their  diftant  fettlements  is 
at  leaft  equally  exceptionable  with  that  of 
the  Spaniards.  The  miferable  ftate  of  the 
natives  who  have  the  misfortune  to  live 
immediately  under  their  authority,  and  their 
inhuman  maflacre  of  Indians  and  Chinefe 
for  venturing  to  oppofe  the  torrent  of  Ba- 
tavian  oppreffion,  are  ftriking  examples  of 
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the  tyrannical  maxims  which  adluate  the 
tools  of  this  mercantile  government.  Dur- 
ing my  fhort  refidence  at  Batavia  the 
Dutch  beheaded  one  Indian,  and  impaled 
another  with  circumftances  of  fuch  favagc 
barbarity,  as  I  believe  are  fcarce  to  be  pa- 
ralleled in  the  annals  of  Turky.  The  lafl 
unhappy  man  remained  ûx  days  alive  upon 
the  flake,  and  was  permitted,  among  thofe 
who  call  themfelves  Chriftians,  to  expire  at 
lafl  in  the  wind  and  rain  under  all  the 
agony  of  his  wounds.  A  prince  from  the 
Philippine  archipelago  had  been  con- 
demned to  perpetual  imprifonment,  and 
was  then  living  in  a  cell  immediately  over 
the  gate  of  the  caftle  j  while  an  Indian  of 
the  fame  rank,  from  the  iiland  of  Ceylon, 
was  juft  fentenced  to  afimilar  punilhment. 
I  do  not  mean,  however,  to  defend  the 
policy  of  the  Spaniards,  or  to  fay  that  in 
the  records  of  their  government  abroad 
one  cannot  find  fimilar  inftances  of  barba- 
rity and  oppreflion.  Their  cruel  perfecu- 
tion  of  the  innocent  natives  of  Mexico, 
with  the  prefer)t  mean  and  indigent  flate 
of  Monteii'ama's  defccndants,   while    they 
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wound  the  feelings  of  humanity,  carry 
down  to  lateft  generations  i\n  indelible  ftain 
in  the  page  of  hiftory.  The  calamitous 
fate  of  the  Datou's  fucceffors  in  the  Phi- 
lippine ifles,  and  that  horrid  ilaughter  of 
Indian  and  Chinefc,  which  enfued  upon 
their  unhappy  revolt,  are  farther  examples 
of  the  fame  brutal  and  unrelenting  policy. 
But  one  of  the  moil  extraordinary  inftances  of 
colonial  vexation,  whether  under  the  Dutch, 
Englilh,  or  Spaniards,  is  that  of  a  young  In- 
dian prince,  who  being  forced  into  exile  by 
the  violence  of  his  enemies,  expQÔ:&à  com- 
paffion  under  his  misfortunes  Vv'ithin  the 
walls  of  Manilla  :  he  had  large  poiTefTions 
in  Mindanao  and  Borneo,  was  king  of  Holo 
and  feveral  other  adjacent  iflands.  Compel- 
led, however,  to  take  the  field  againil  his 
uncle,  in  defence  of  his  juit  rights,  he 
was.  defeated  in  battle,  and  withdrew  to 
Luconia,  hoping  to  receive  fuccours  from 
the  generolity  of  the  Spaniards.  He  ar- 
rived at  Manilla  with  great  riches  ;  and  de- 
livered to  the  governor,  as  a  prefent  for 
the  king  of  Spain,  two  curious  pearls  of 
furprizing  (ize  and  elegance.    Ho  had  been 
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educated  in  the  religion  of  Mahomet  ;  but 
with  a  view  to  ingratiate  himfelf  into  the 
favour  of  his  new  allies,  after  difmiffing  his 
wives  he  embraced  Chriftianity,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  baptifm.  In  fpite,  however,  of  every 
compliance  on  his  part,  his  nearefl  relations 
were  fubjefted  in  his  prefence  to  the  in- 
dignity of  the  whip,  and  reduced  to  the 
meaneft  condition  of  llavery  ;  v/hile  thé 
unfortunate  prince  himfelf,  ftripped  of 
his  property,  and  overwhelmed  in  all  the 
mifery  of  poverty  aiid  defpair,  was  confin- 
ed to  a  dungeon.  There  he  remained,  be- 
reaved of  every  earthly  comfort,  till  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Engliili  at  the  gates  of  Manilla, 
who  opened  the  doors  of  his  prifon,  and 
reflored  him  to  his  fubjedis. 

I  cannot  believe,  however,  that  any  fuch 
inftances  of  perfidy  and  injuftice  in  the  Spa- 
nifh  colonies  are  countenanced  by  the  pa- 
rent flate.  It  appears  that  the  inftru^lions 
of  the  court  of  Spain  to  her  delegates  in 
thefe  iflands  have  always  been  favourable 
to  the  happinefs  of  the  Indians  ;  and  hence 
the  regulation  above-mentioned  for  the  en- 
couragement   of   marria^^e   between   their 

own 
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own  fubjeâ:s  and  the  natives,  undoubtedly- 
one  of  the  beft  inftitutions  that  can  be  ima- 
gined for  eftablifhing  a  national  colony.  To 
this  caufe  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed  the 
decline  of  national  arrogance  among  the 
Spaniards,  as  well  as  the  great  increafe  of 
Indian  fubjeâis,  who  confider  themfelves 
in  all  refpeds  as  citizens  of  the  fame  ftate. 
Now,  until  the  Dutch  condefcend  to 
imitate,  particularly  in  this  inflance,  the 
wifer  policy  of  Spain,  their  fettlements  in 
the  Eaft  Indies  can  only  be  regarded  as 
precarious  boards  of  trade,  eftablifhed  in 
diftant  and  difaffecfted  countries. 

I  have  not  troubled  the  reader  with  any 
account  of  the  animal  and  vegetable  pro- 
durions  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Batavia, 
becaufe,  from  the  confiant  refort  of  Euro- 
pean nations  to  this  ifland,  they  mufl;  be- 
fore this  time  be  fufficiently  known  to  the 
public  ;  I  fhall  therefore  but  briefly  men- 
tion, that  one  night  I  met  an  animal,  which 
appeared  to  me  of  an  extraordinary  fpe- 
cies  :  it  had  extremely  ihort  legs,  toes,  and 
claws,  a  long  tail,  a  fnout  drawing  to  a 
point,  a  lively  eye,  and  an  afped:  peculi- 
arly 
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arly  mild  and  placid  ;  being  covered  with  a 
coat  of  fcales,  each  at  leail  an  inch  in  dia- 
ameter,  I  imagine  it  is  the  armadilla.  I 
happened  to  be  in  company  with  a  Swifs 
officer,  who,  as  it  was  found  croffing  the 
flreet  from  the  fide  of  the  canal,  miflaking 
it  for  a  cay?na7i,  gave  it  a  ftroke  with  his 
couteau-de-chaiTe,  but,  ov/ing  to  the  re- 
fiilanc^e  of  the  fcales,  it  feemed  to  receive 
no  manner  of  injury;  not  doubting  that  in 
all  events  it  Avas  an  animal  of  a  noxious 
fpecies,  I  thruft  at  it  with  my  fmall  fword, 
and  pierced  its  body  under  the  mail.  The 
creature  feeling  itfelf  wounded  inftantly 
afiumed  the  form  of  a  bowl,  and  perceiv- 
ing a  llope  in  the  ground,  rolled  with  fur- 
prizing  velocity  inftindtively  towards  the 
water.  Having  ihoved  him  to  the  top  of 
the  bank,  he  was  feized,  and  carried  fuf- 
pended  by  the  tail  to  my  lodgings  ;  here 
he  furvived  his  misfortunes  only  feven 
or  eight  days,  in  the  courfe  of  which  he 
became  fomewhat  familiar,  jQiewed  an  irh? 
clination  to  make  himfelf  a  hole  in  the 
floor,  and  was  ahuofl  ccnflantly  covered 
with  ants.    Whether  thefe  infects  were  at- 
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traded  by  any  particular  quality  in  his  na- 
ture, or  merely  by  the  effluvia  of  his 
wounds,  I  cannot  fay;  but  to  the  bell  of 
my  obfervation  he  feemed  to  eat  them. 
When  at  any  time  he  caught  my  eye  di- 
reâ;ed  towards  him,  he  prefently  coUedled 
his  head  and  feet  under  his  back  and  tail, 
and  became  a  globular  mafs  of  fcales.  He 
is  named,  as  I  have  been  told,  in  the  Por- 
tuguefe  language,  bifldoii  bergougnofou,  or 
the  little  blufhing  animal. 

Intending  to  vifit  Bombay,  the  only  fafe, 
commodious,  and  ftrongly-fortified  harbour 
on  the  mainland  of  India,  I  took  my  paf- 
fage  in  an  Englifli  vefTel  bound  to  Surat, 
but  which,  for  certain  commercial  reafons, 
was  to  touch  at  that  port. 
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